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REPORT 


For  the  Year  Ending  September  30,  1879. 


The  earnings  and  expenses  of  the  several  State  prisons  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1879,  were  as  follows  : 

Auburn. 

Earnings   $128,694  00 

Expenses   126,505  72 

Surplus   $2,188  28 

Sing  Sing. 

Earnings   $226,907  04 

Expenses   187,693  23 

Surplus   39,213  81 

Total  surplus   $41,402  09 

Clinton. 

Earnings   $46,762  75 

Expenses   108,539  02 

Deficiency   61,776  27 

Total  deficiency   $20,374  18 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  comparative  annual  cost  of  main- 
taining the  prisons  from  1876  to  1879,  inclusive  : 

1876.  Surplus.  Deficiency. 

Auburn   $116,499  29 

Sing  Sing   258,337  46 

Clinton   230,203  78 

$605,040  53 
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877.  Surplus.  Deficiency. 

Auburn   $95,886  88 

Sing  Sing   125,879  04 

Clinton   95,645  14 


$317,411  06 


1878. 

Auburn   $34,179  24 

Clinton   77,027  64 


$111,206  88. 

Sing  Sing   $43,406  43     43,406  43 


$67,800  45 


1878. 

Auburn   $2,188  28 

Sing  Sing    39,213  81 


$41,402  09 

Clinton   $61,776  27 

41,402  09 


$20,374  18 


From  tbese  statements  it  appears  that  the  annual  saving  in  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  prisons,  contrasting  the  last  fiscal  year  with 
that  ending  September  30,  1876,  when  they  were  under  the  charge 
of  the  board  of  inspectors,  amounts  to  $584,666.35.  This  result 
has  been  gradually  reached  during  a  period  of  general  business 
prostration;  but  gratifying  as  it  must,  be  to  every  citizen  of  the 
State  who  shares  in  the  burthens  of  government,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that,  unless  further  disasters  should  occur,  the  financial  re- 
sults of  the  present  year  will  be  still  more  favorable.  This  opinion 
is  based  partly  upon  the  fact  that  the  entire  deficiency  of  the  last 
year  occurred  during  the  first  four  months,  the  earnings  for  the  last 
eight  months  having  exceeded  the  expenditures.  \ 

The  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  and  the  cost  of  mainte- 
nance per  man,  were  as  follows : 


Average  Average  cost, 

number.  Cts.  Mills. 

Clinton    573  51 

Auburn   1146        30    2  4-10 

Sing  Sing  :   1660        30  9 


The  comparatively  large  average  cost  of  maintenance  at  Clinton 
is  owing  to  the  small  number  of  commitments,  and  the  necessity  of 
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employing  a  larger  proportionate  number  of  officers  to  prevent 
escapes,  in  consequence  of  the  insecurity  of  the  fence  surrounding 
the  prison  grounds. 

Sing  Sing. 

The  financial  exhibit  of  this  prison  for  the  year  is  gratifying, 
although  the  net  earnings  were  slightly  less  than  those  of  the  year 
previous.  Contrasted  with  ]  877,  they  show  an  aggregate  gain  of 
$165,092.85.  In  addition  to  this  statement,  it  should  be  added  that 
a  considerable  amount  of  labor  has  been  done  by  prisoners,  tem- 
porarily unemployed  at  other  work,  by  which  valuable  improve- 
ments to  the  property  of  the  State  have  been  made.  Four  cement 
pipe  drains  have  been  laid  across  the  yard,  in  place  of  unwholesome 
open  ditches,  and  a  new  carriage-way  constructed  to  the  depot, 
shortening  the  distance  and  avoiding  the  heavy  grades  of  the  old 
road.  A  portion  of  this  road  was  blasted  through  solid  rock,  and 
all  the  work  was  done  by  convicts.  A  building  containing  a  block 
of  ten  cells,  for  solitary  confinement,  has  recently  been  completed. 
It  is  situated  in  a  yard  separate  from  the  other  structures,  one  story 
high,  fire-proof,  well  ventilated,  with  a  supply  of  water  and  closets 
for  each  cell,  and  has  been  finished  in  the  most  substantial  manner 
throughout. 

The  new  iron  fence  upon  the  water  front  has  been  completed, 
and  but  two  guards  will  now  be  required  there  to  prevent  escapes, 
whereas  from  ten  to  twelve  were  formerly  required  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  plans  contemplate  the  erection  of  two  guard-houses  at 
the  ends  of  the  new  piers,  to  be  elevated  some  six  feet  above  the 
top  of  the  dock,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  entire  control  of  the 
water  front. 

The  new  dock  is  now  nearly  completed.  The  work  has  been 
delayed  in  consequence  of  building  two  additional  piers,  each 
extending  into  the  river  two  hundred  feet  with  an  L  of  fifty  feet. 
These  improvements  complete  the  harbor,  which  has  heretofore 
been  a  very  dangerous  one,  but  is  now  one  of  the  best  and  safest  on 
the  river.  It  is  a  work  of  great  benefit  to  the  extensive  commerce 
carried  on  by  the  prison  and  its  varied  industries. 

A  fire  occurred  in  the  south  foundry  on  .the  evening  of  July  3d, 
which  destroyed  the  foundry  and  the  center  guard-house  on  the 
south  wall.  The  increased  water  supply  provided  last  year,  and 
the  efforts  of  the  officers,  the  firemen  and  citizens  of  Sing  Sing, 
prevented  the  destruction  of  the  adjacent  shops.  In  twenty  days 
the  buildings  destroyed,  although  covering  nearly  an  acre  of 
ground,  were  replaced  by  new  structures,  at  a  cost  of  $7,500. 
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The  average  convict  population  for  the  year  was  1660,  the  largest 
ever  before  readied.  Of  this  number  all  the  able-bodied  men  were 
employed  sunder  various  contracts,  except  those  engaged  in  neces- 
sary work  in  and  about  the  prison. 

Atjbtjkn. 

The  hope  expressed  in  my  last  annual  report,  that  this  prison 
would  become  self-sustaining,  has  been  realized  during  the  past  year, 
and  the  deficiency  of  $34,179.24,  occurring  in  1878,  has  not  only 
disappeared,  but  for  the  first  time  in  its  history  there  is  a  surplus 
of  $2,188.28.  This  excess  of  earnings  has  been  reached,  and  the 
total  daily  cost  of  supporting  each  convict  has  been  reduced,  not- 
withstanding there  has  been  a  reduction  of  nearly  two  hundred  in 
the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners,  as  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year.  At  the  same  time  the  supply  of  food  furnished  has 
been  abundant  and  wholesome.  These  results  have  been  accom- 
plished by  means  of  favorable  markets,  close  economy  and  the 
employment  of  every  prisoner  fit  to  work,  at  increased  prices  for 
the  labor  of  a  considerable  portion  of  them.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  a  further  advance  of,  from  sixteen  to  twenty-five 
per  cent  on  new  contracts,  which  will  increase  the  earnings  by  at 
least  $6,000  per  annum.  Substantial  improvements  to  the  prison 
property  have  been  made  during  the  year,  mostly  by  the  labor  of 
the  convicts.  Among  these  are  new  guard-houses,  a  new  engine- 
house,  new  tin  roofs  over  the  hospital,  chapel  and  dining-room, 
besides  various  improvements  in  the  officers'  quarters,  the  hospital 
and  other  portions  of  the  main  building,  all  at  a  small  cost  for 
materials. 

Clinton. 

This  is  the  only  prison  in  which  the  earnings  have  been  less  than 
the  expenditures  during  the  year.  The  deficiency,  however,  is 
growing  annually  less,  notwithstanding  the  reduced  number  of 
commitments.  With  an  average  daily  population  of  only  573,  re- 
quiring a  far  larger  proportion  of  officers  than  either,  of  the  other 
prisons,  and  less  favorably  situated  with  reference  to  convenience 
of  access  to  the  great  commercial  marts,  it  could  not  be  expected 
to  become  self-sustaining.  These  disadvantages  have  been  partly 
obviated  by  the  completion  of  the  Plattsburgh  and  Dannemora 
railroad;  and,  with  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  enlarged  prison,  it 
will  speedily  reach  a  paying  basis. 

On  the  first  of  October  last,  the  commission  to  enlarge  Clin- 
ton Prison  awarded  the  contract,  for  the  entire  work,  to  Lewis 
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Rider,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder.  The  work  was  commenced  earlj 
in  October  last,  and,  at  the  present  time,  about  two-thirds  of  the 
foundation  has  been  laid.  The  contract  calls  for  the  completion  of 
the  work  by  the  first  day  of  November  next.  The  State  will  then 
be  provided  with  all  the  room  that  will  be  required,  probably  for 
many  years  to  come,  for  the  custody  of  its  convicts  ;  and  Clinton 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  prisons  in  the  United 
States,  at  a  cost,  for  the  enlargement,  within  the  estimate  made  in 
my  last  annual  report. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Plattsburgh  and  Dannemora  rail- 
road, it  was  found  that  it  could  not  be  maintained  in  operation  ex- 
cept at  a  serious  loss  to  the  State.  It  passes  through  a  sterile  region 
with  very  limited  agricultural  or  industrial  resources,  sparsely  set 
tied  and  mostly  incapable  of  material  development.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  deemed  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State  to 
effect  a  lease  of  the  road,  as  authorized  by  the  law  providing  for  its 
construction,  and  thus,  having  accomplished  the  great  object  in  view 
in  building  it,  to  avoid  the  loss  involved  in  its  maintenance.  That 
object  was  to  render  the  prison  accessible  to  the  markets  of  the 
country,  and  to  find  employment  for  its  convicts  at  remunerative 
rates.  An  existing  contract  for  the  labor  of  450  men  provided  for 
an  increase  of  fifteen  cents  per  day  in  the  price  paid  for  the  labor  of 
each  man,  upon  the  completion  of  the  road.  This  rate  has  since 
been  paid;  and  the  increase  in  the  profits  on  that  single  contract, 
resulting  exclusively  from  the  building  of  the  road,  will  amount  to 
over  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  An  offer  of  the  lease 
was  first  made  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  whose 
lines  connect  at  Plattsburgh  ;  but  the  directors  refused  the  offer 
upon  any  terms,  upon  the  ground  that  the  road  could  not  be  made 
to  pay  its  operating  expenses.  Subsequently,  an  arrangement 
was  effected  with  Thomas  Dickson,  president  of  the  Chateaugay 
Railroad  Company,  by  which  that  company  took  the  road  for  a 
period  of  ninety-nine  years,  at  a  nominal  consideration,  with  stip 
ulations  requiring  them  to  maintain  and  operate  it,  and  to  trans- 
port the  officers  and  supplies  for  the  prison  free  of  charge.  This 
company  will  make  the  road  available  for  the  transportation  of 
iron  ores  to  market,  all  of  which  would  otherwise,  as  heretofore, 
find  an  outlet  by  way  of  the  Ogdensburgh  and  Lake  Champlain 
road,  by  building  an  additional  line  eighteen  miles  in  length  in 
order  to  reach  the  ore  beds  in  Clinton  county.  'Both  the  build- 
ing and  the  leasing  of  the  road  were  regarded  as  conducing  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  State  —  the  former  because  it  gave  einploy- 
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ment  to  all  of  the  available  labor  of  the  prison  at  remunerative 
rates;  and  the  latter  because  it  could  not,  and  probably  never  can, 
be  operated  by  the  State  except  at  a  loss.  Already  the  increased 
earnings  of  the  prison  have  more  than  paid  the  interest  on  the 
cost  of  construction  and  equipment;  and,  with  the  enlarged  prison 
completed,  there  is  every  probability  that  these  gains  will  increase 
so  rapidly  as  to  reimburse  the  State  in  full  within  a  few  years. 
These  views  in  regard  to  the  advantage  of  leasing  the  road  were 
fully  concurred  in  by  the  governor  and  the  comptroller,  both  of 
whom  formally  approved  the  same. 

The  laws  as  they  now  exist  authorize  the  courts  in  their  discretion 
to  sentence  certain  persons  convicted  of  felonies  either  to  the  peni- 
tentiaries or  to  the  State  prisons.  Under  these  laws  there  are  now 
nearly  750  male  prisoners  convicted  of  felonies,  in  confinement  in 
the  various  penitentiaries.  They  were  distributed  among  these  in- 
stitutions in  December  last,  according  to  the  figures  furnished  me 
by  the  respective  wardens,  as  follows : 


Kings  County  .'   321 

Blackwell's  Island  \  194 

Albany  County   112 

Onondaga  County   50 

Monroe  County   26 

Erie  County   38 


Total    741 


The  cost  to  the  State  of  maintaining  these  prisoners  is  $741  per 
week,  or  $3S,532  per  annum.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  addition 
to  Clinton  prison,  there  will  be  ample  accommodation  for  twelve 
hundred  convicts.  Tf  the  class  of  prisoners  referred  to  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  penitentiaries  to  the  State  prisons,  instead  of  cost- 
ing the  State  $38,532  per  annum  for  their  maintenance,  their  net 
earnings  would  amount  to  at  least  $20,000  per  annum,  thus  effect- 
ing a  yearly  reduction  of  taxation  amounting  to  nearly  $60,000. 
By  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  penitentiaries 
are  persons  convicted  of  intoxication,  vagrancy  and  other  minor  offen- 
ses, and  many  of  these  are  youths  who  'are  serving  their  first  term 
of  imprisonment.  These  institutions,  as  originally  intended,  should 
be  confined  exclusively  to  that  class  of  offenders.  It  is  a  wrong  to 
the  individual  and  to  society  to  subject  these  youthful  prisoners  to 
association  with. the  older  and  more  hardened  class,  many  of  whom 
have  been  convicted  of  the  highest  crimes  known  to  the  laws. 
Besides,  none  of  this  large  number  of  prisoners  are  subject  to  the 
control  of  the  superintendent  of  State  prisons.    Although  State 
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prisoners  he  has  no  supervision  over  them,  no  voice  in  their  manage- 
ment, and  no  power  to  investigate  as  to  their  treatment  or  correct 
abuses  if  any  should  exist.  For  these  reasons  the  passage  of  a  law 
is  respectfully  recommended,  directing  the  transfer  of  this  class  of 
prisoners  from  the  penitentiaries  to  the  State  prisons,  and  requiring 
the  courts  to  sentence  all  males  thereafter  convicted  of  felonies  to 
confinement  in  said  State  prisons  exclusively. 

An  appropriation  of  $1,000  is  needed  for  each  of  the  libraries  at 
Sing  Sing  and  Auburn.  Many  of  the  books  are  worn  out  by  long 
and  constant  use.  It  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that  men  employed  at 
hard  labor  every  working  day  should  have  the  privilege  of  beguiling 
their  leisure  hours  in  the  cells  with  profitable  reading.  The  prison 
chaplains  bear  witness  to  the  value  of  good  books  in  supplementing 
their  efforts  to  reform  the  lives  of  prisoners,  and  make  them  useful 
members  of  society  after  their  release.  Heretofore  the  chaplains 
were  required  by  law  to  furnish  each  prisoner  with  a  bible  and 
hymn  book  at  the  expense  of  the  State ;  but  estimates  for  this  pur- 
pose were  last  year  disallowed.  If,  therefore,  these  books  are  to  be 
furnished  hereafter  from  the  library  fund,  there  is  an  additional 
reason  for  the  appropriation  asked  for. 

During  the  past  year  statements  have  been  widely  published, 
alleging  that  inhuman  punishments  were  inflicted  upon  prisoners 
under  my  charge.  These  statements  had  no  higher  authority  than 
the  assertions  of  discharged  convicts,  and  were  without  foundation. 
Respectable  newspapers  thoughtlessly  gave  publicity  to  these  charges 
which,  in  spite  of  constant  vigilance,  find  their  way  back  to  the 
convicts,  thus  fostering  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  and  adding  to 
the  difficulty  of  maintaining  the  discipline  of  the  prisons.  In  an 
institution  like  Sing  Sing,  containing  a  yearty  average  population  of 
1,600  prisoners,  there  is  always  a  large  installment  of  the  most  des-  . 
perate  criminal  classes.  They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  moral  influ- 
ences, and  are  held  in  restraint  only  by  a  wholesome  fear  of  corpo- 
ral punishment.  This,  however,  is  never  inflicted  until  all  other 
punishments  have  been  resorted  to  without  effect ;  and  then  only  on  a 
day  subsequent  to  the  offense  by  the  proper  officer  in  presence  of  the 
prison  physician.  A  list  of  thp  persons  punished,  the  nature  of  the 
offense,  and  the  character  of  the  punishment,  is  furnished  me  weekly 
by  each  of  the  wardens.  These  safeguards  are  provided  to  prevent 
undue  punishments,  in  the  heat  of  passion,  and  have  proved  effect- 
ual. At  least  it  is  not  known  that  a  single  case  has  occurred  where 
permanent  injury  has  been  inflicted  by  corporal  punishment  in  any 
of  the  prisons  during  my  administration.    And  I  do  uot  hesitate  to 
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declare,  at  the  risk  of  offending  sentimentalists  whose  sympathies 
for  convicts  would  transform  our  prisons  into  such  agreeable  places 
of  abode  as  to  invite,  rather  than  deter  from,  the  commission  of 
crimes,  that  the  abolition  of  the  power  to  inflict  such  punishment, 
in  special  cases,  would  be  a  serious  blow  to  the  maintenance  of  dis- 
cipline, and  to  the  welfare  of  the  prisoners  themselves.  Although 
it  ought  not  to  be  generally  appli'ed,  this  power  should  be  re- 
tained, because  a  mere  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  it  exists  is  a 
restraining  influence,  in  most  cases,  so  great  as  to  obviate  the  neces- 
sity of  resorting  to  it.  It  is  gratifying  to  add  that  the  discipline  of 
the  prisons  has  been  fully  maintained,  while  at  the  same  time  there 
has  been  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  punishments  inflicted 
during  the  past  year. 

An  erroneous  impression  prevails  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
inmates  of  the  prisons,  sooner  or  later  after  their  liberation,  are  cer- 
tain to  be  returned  to  their  old  quarters.  The  number  of  these  re- 
committals is  now  much  less  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  appears 
to  be  gradually  decreasing.  At  Sing  Sing,  out  of  1030  discharged 
since  March  1,  1878,  55  were  returned ;  at  Auburn,  out  of  781  dis- 
charged within  two  years,  27  were  returned,  and  at  Clinton,  out  of 
57^  discharged  within  two  years,  only  four  were  returned.  To 
what  extent  this  decrease  is  attributable  to  the  deterring  effects  of 
the  discipline  and  system  of  labor  now  maintained  at  all  of  the  State 
prisons,  to  moral  influences,  or  to  other  causes,  would  be  difficult  to 
determine.  It  is  known,  however,  that  many  who  have  learned 
within  the  prisons  how  to  maintain  themselves  by  the  products  of 
their  industry,  have  abandoned  their  criminal  careers,  and  obtained 
employment  in  various  honest  industries. 

The  absolute  security  of  the  prisons  is  essential  to  the  successful 
.administration  of  our  criminal  laws.  The  possibility  of  escape  has 
doubtless  tempted  many  offenders  to  the  commission  of  crime. 
But  during  the  past  year  there  has  not  been  a  single  escape  from 
any  of  the  prisons.  It  is  the  first  time  in  their  history  that  no  event 
of  this  character  has  happened  during  a  year ;  and  the  mere  state- 
ment of  this  fact  sufficiently  attests  the  unceasing  vigilance  and 
fidelity  of  the  various  officers  in  charge. 

It  is  my  intention,  as  soon  as  suitable  rooms  can  be  provided,  to 
establish  in  each  of  the  prisons  a  night  school  for  instruction  in 
the  elementary  branches  of  English  education.  There  were  form- 
erly four  teachers  employed  for  this  purpose  ;  but  as  there  were  no 
school  rooms  the  teachers  attempted  to  instruct  the  inmates  through 
the  grated  doors  of  their  cells.    This  method  of  instruction  was 
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not  considered  worth  what  it  cost ;  and  as  it  interfered  with  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  prisons,  the  office  of  teacher  was  vacated.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  establishment  of  the^e  schools  will  more  than  com- 
pensate for  the  additional  cost,  in  the  benefits  conferred  on  those 
whose  crimes  were  due,  perhaps,  more  to  ignorance  than  to  vice. 

Although  the  prisons  have  been  finally  brought  to  a  paying  basis, 
my  whole  duty  to  their  inmates  and  to  the  State  has  not  therefore 
been  fully  discharged.  The  financial  results  are  valued,  not  merely 
because  the  people  have  been  relieved  from  an  onerous  tax,  but  also 
because  those  results  bear  witness  to  the  thorough  discipline  that  has 
been  inflexibly  maintained  in  all  the  prisons.  Such  discipline  must 
be  the  basis  of  all  effort  for  the  reclamation  of  the  tallen.  Pro- 
ductive labor  is  necessary  in  order  to  inspire  a  prisoner  with  a  feel- 
ing of  self-respect,  without  which  all  attempts  to  educate  or  to 
christianize  must  be  abortive.  There  is  encouragement,  therefore, 
to  hope  that  the  appointment  of  competent  instructors,  provided 
with  suitable  apartments  for  the  purpose,  will  be  the  means  of  ac- 
complishing much  in  the  way  of  reformation.  Other  agencies  will 
also  be  empWed.  The  labors  of  the  chaplains,  consisting  of  relig- 
ious services  in  the  chapels  on  Sunday  and  daily  visitations  from  cell  to 
cell,  will  be  continued.  Thus  it  is  hoped  that  these  agencies,  together 
with  humane  treatment  and  careful  attention  to  their  physical  wants, 
will  make  so  large  a  majority  of  the  prisoners  better  men  upon  their 
discharge,  and  better  fitted  for  the  active  duties  of  life,  that  re-com- 
mittals, now  happily  decreasing,  will  rarely  occur. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  add  that  the  health  of  the  inmates  of  all  the 
prisons  has  been  generally  good  during  the  year.  No  epidemic 
diseases  have  occurred  ;  and  the  influence  of  steady  employment, 
regular  habits  and  wholesome  food  is  seen  in  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  hospital  patients,  and  in  mortality  lists  which  com 
pare  favorably  with  those  of  communities  outside  of  the  prisons. 

Attention  is  directed  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the.  State 
agent  for  discharged  prisoners,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
work  done  by  him  during  the  past  year,  under  the  recently  enacted 
law  creating  that  office.  Doubtless  much  good  has  been  accom- 
plished, with  the  limited  means  at  his  disposal,  in  assisting  prisoners 
upon  their  discharge  to  obtain  legitimate  employment,  and  in  pre- 
venting them  from  seeking  out  their  old  associates  in  crime.  A 
liberal  appropriation,  enabling  the  agent  to  enlarge  and  systematize 
his  work,  in  accordance  with  the  humane  intention  of  the  law,  would 
aeetn'to  be^alike  jthe  duty  and  the  interest  of  the  State. 
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In  October  last,  Dr.  C.  F.  MacDonald,  a  most  faithful  and  intelli- 
gent official,  resigned  his  position  as  medical  superintendent  of  the 
State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  at  Auburn,  and  Dr.  Theodore 
Dimon,  formerly  physician  to  the  prison  at  that  place,  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Dr.  MacDonald's  report,  herewith  transmitted, 
contains  full  details  as  to  the  condition  and  operations  of  this  bene- 
ficent institution. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  the  wardens  and  other  officers  of  the 
prisons  give  more  detailed  information  as  to  their  finances,  their 
various  industries,  and  the  physical  and  moral  condition  of  their 
inmates.  These  officers  generally  have  discharged  their  laborious 
and  responsible  trusts  with  ability  and  fidelity. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LOUIS  D.  PILSBORY, 

Superintendent. 


DOCUMENTS 


ACCOM  PANTING  THB 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STATE  PRISONS.' 


SING  SING  PRISON. 


Sing  Sing  Prison,  ) 
Oct.  1st,  1879.  f 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  Prisons,  Albany,  N.  Y. : 

My  Dear  Sir  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
concerning  the  affairs  of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th,  1879. 

Our  average  convict  census  for  the  year  was  1,6G0,  the  highest 
number  ever  before  reached. 

Several  convicts  who  have  at  various  periods  made  their  way  out  of 
the  prison  have  been  returned  and  are  now  serving  out  the  remainder 
of  their  sentences  ;  but,  for  the  first  time  in  the'history  of  the  institu- 
tion, a  year  has  passed  without  any  depletion  of  its  population  by 
escapes. 

There  is  a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  men  sentenced  to 
this  prison.  For  instance  there  was  received  last  year  707,  against 
1150  in  1877.  During  the  term  of  the  present  administration  1030 
convicts  have  been  discharged,  of  whom  but  55  have  been  recommitted, 
or  about  five  and  one-third  per  cent.  The  increase  in  the  number  con- 
fined here  is  explained  by  the  statement  that  formerly  hundreds  were 
each  year  transferred  to  Auburn  and  Dannemora  ;  these  drafts  are  now 
seldom  resorted  to. 

The  health  of  the  prison  notwithstanding  some  disadvantages  has 
been  good,  certainly  much  better  than  that  of  the  neighboring  villages. 
Leaving  out  those  affected  with  pulmonary  complaints  there  is  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  physical  appearance  of  the  convicts  as 
they  become  accustomed  to  the  regular  habits  of  prison  life.  Dr. 
Joseph  H.  Smith  succeeded  Dr.  Madden  as  physician  in  January  last ; 
he  h;is  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  has 
materially  reduced  the  expenditures  in  his  department.  Drugs  and 
medicines  which  a  few  years  ago  cost  $225  per  month  are  now  furnished 
at  #45  for  the  same  time. 

The  men  employed  at  laundry  work  were  contracted  in  December  last 
to  Mr.  J.  J.  Mahaney  at  sixty  cents  per  day,  thus  placing  the  entire 
available  working  force  under  one  system,  reserving  only  a  sufficient 
number  of  convicts  for  our  necessary  State  work,  which,  including 
incapables,  aged,  decrepit,  etc.,  embrace,  all  told,  about  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  men. 

The  financial  results  were  substantially  the  same  as  in  1878,  and 
demonstrated  that  the  application  of  business  principles  to  the  present 
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system  of  prison  management  will  produce  from  a  reasonable  amount 
of  organized  and  systematic  labor  a  sum  sufficient  to  provide  for  all 
the  necessary  expenses  of  caring  for  the  convicts  in  a  proper  manner 
and  still  leave  a  handsome  surplus. 

,  The  earnings,  as  will  be  seen  by  statement  No.  1,  which  accompanies 
this  report,  were  $226,907.04,  and  the  expenses  $187,693.23,  leaving  a 
net  gain  of  $39,213.81 ;  which  represents  an  annual  income  of  $136.69, 
and  an  outlay  of  $113.07  for  each  prisoner.  Payments  due  the  State 
have  been  promptly  made  and  the  year  closed  with  every  penny  earned 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  treasurer. 

The  appropriation  of  $1,500  for  sewers  has  been  expended.  Four 
main  drains  of  vitrified  cement  . pipe  have  been  constructed  across  the 
yard,  which,  with  the  necessary  branches,  have  permanently  dispensed 
with  the  unsightly  open  ditches  which  for  scores  of  years  have  been 
permitted  to  offend  the  sense  and  endanger  the  health  of  nearly  two 
thousand  human  beings.  A  new  carriage  road  to  the  railroad  depot 
has  been  built  during  the  summer,  shortening  the  distance  very 
materially  and  avoiding  the  heavy  grades  of  the  old  route.  Although 
a  work  of  no  little  magnitude,  as  a  portion  was  blasted  through  solid 
rock,  it  has  been  done  entirely  by  convicts  who  were  temporarily  un- 
employed, and  has  required  no  material  outlay.  Its  convenience  and 
saving  in  the  item  of  cartage  will  be  very  considerable. 

The  only  place  for  the  confinement  of  refractory  convicts  has  been 
nine  of  the  ordinary  cells,  simply  darkened  by  a  sheet  of  iron  fastened 
over  the  grated  part  of  the  doors.  The  want  of  a  convenient  place  for 
this  purpose  apart  from  the  main  prison  or  dormitory  has  long  been 
felt.  With  a  view  of  supplying  this  need,  the  construction  of  a  sep- 
arate building  with  ten  cells  has  been  commenced  and  they  will  be 
available  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  These  cells  are  not  surpassed 
for  strength  and  durability,  each  side,  end,  roof,  and  floor  being 
formed  of  a  single  stone  backed  up  by  a  thick  wall  ol*  concrete  masonry, 
They  are  provided  with  running  water  and  closets  ;  a  slide  in  the  door 
will  permit  the  passing  of  all  necessary  articles  to  the  prisoner  without 
unlocking  him.  Their  completion  will  greatly  aid  in  the  manage- 
ment of  incorrigible  prisoners,  and  render  corporal  punishment 
almost  unnecessary. 

The  foresight  which  last  year  provided  for  an  increased  water  supply 
has  been  made  obvious,  and  its  utilitv  proven  by  a  practical  test.  On 
the  3d  of  July  last  at  8:30  p.  M.,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  south  foundry. 
Owing  to  the  inflammable  character  of  the,  buildings  and  the  distance 
from  the  village,  from  which  only  sufficient  aid  could  be  called  at  that 
hour,  the  foundry  proper  was  entirely  consumed,  also  the  center  guard 
house  on  the  south  wall.  The  blackened  and  charred  walls  of  the 
adjacent  shops  only  a  few  feet  distant,  remained  monuments  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  fire  department  and  citizens  of  Sing  Sing,  who 
zealously  aided  the  officers  of  the  prison  in  staying  the  progress  of  the 
flames.  It  seemed  unfortunate  that  the  authorities  had  no  power  to 
recognize  the  services  of  the  firemen  in  a  substantial  manner.  The 
prosecution  of  the  stove  contract  required  the  immediate  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  buildings,  which  was  at  once  commenced,  and  although 
covering  nearly  an  acre  pi  ground,  in  twenty  working  days  they  were 
completed  at  a  cost  of  about  $7,500,  and  greatly  improved  both  in 


No.  21.] 


17 


adaptat inn  and  style.  The  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  employed  in 
this  foundry  lost  each  an  extra  suit  of  clothes,  which  with  the  cost  of 
rebuilding  includes  the  total  daman  s  to  the  State. 

The  discipline  of  the  prison  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition.  It 
is  essential  to  every  congregated  organization  and  indispe usable  to  the 
government  of  a  prison  like  this.  While  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the 
authorities  to  demand  nothing  unreasonable  of  the  convicts,  good 
order  and  a  quiet  obedience  to  necessary  rules  has  been  enforced. 
Punishments  have  so  diminished  that  the  average  number  of  men 
locked  up  does  not  exceed  a  half  a  dozen,  divided  between  cases  of 
willful  resistance  to  established  requirements  and  offenses  committed 
against  their  fellows. 

From  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  an  outside  day's  work  is  required  of  an  • 
able  bodied  convict.  The  standard  is  adjusted  not  by  the  contractors 
but  by  the  authorities  who  have  called  to  their  aid  from  time  to  time 
experts  in  the  different  branches  of  labor  carried  on.  While  there  is  a 
natural  desire  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners  to  obtain  the  most  agree- 
able positions,  the  work  as  a  whole  is  willingly  performed,  and  the 
announcement  of  a  holiday  with  its  respite  from  labor  but  necessarily 
limited  freedom  is  not  received  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  by  the 
convicts. 

Sing  Sing  prison  with  its  1,600  inmates  is  a  miniature  world  in 
itself,  and  its  walls  embrace  every  phase  of  human  character  as  well  as 
representatives  of  nearly  every  nationality.  General  rules  for  their 
care  and  government  are  practicable.  But  they  must  in  some  measure 
be  treated  as  individuals.  The  riotous  and  turbulent  man  outside  brings 
with  him  to  prison  a  restless  and  quarrelsome  disposition.  The  vicious 
are  still  vile,  and  he  who  has  lived  a  life  of  fraud  and  deceit  finds  even 
within  these  walls  opportunities  to  exercise  his  vocation. 

Stationery  and  postage  is  furnished  the  convicts  and  they  are 
allowed  to  write  to  their  friends  once  eacli  month  ;  also  to  receive  all 
letters  of  a  proper  character  that  may  be  sent  them. 

Visits  are  permitted  every  two  months  from  friends,  in  addition  to 
professional  calls  from  counsel,  etc. 

Each  cell  is  lighted  until  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  books, 
slates,  pencils  ana  other  facilities  for  self-improvement  are  liberally 
supplied. 

Air.  Alderman,  the  chaplain,  seems  as  much  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  convicts  as  any  pastor  in  that  of  his  parishioners. 

The  prisoners  are  comfortably  clad  and  have  an  abundance  of 
wholesome  food  ;  fault  is  rarely  found  in  respect  to  these  wants.  The 
irksome  monotony  of  prison  life  and  the  deprivation  of  recreation  and 
amusement  combined  with  its  disgrace  make  up  the  disagreeable 
features  of  its  condition.  Is  it  proper  or  desirable  to  provide  for  these 
deficiencies  ?  or  would  society  be  the  gainer  by  the  removal  of  these 
unpleasant  surroundings  ? 

I  have  felt  that  the  duties  of  my  office  seemed  to  direct  me  to  efforts 
appealing  to  the  better  judgment  of  the  convicts,  such  as  enforce- 
ment of  the  rules  without  favoritism,  a  generous  provision  for  legiti- 
mate wants,  a  cheerful  interest  in  all  personal  matters  properly  brought 
to  my  attention  and  care  in  the  selection  of  proper  officers, 
[Assem.  Doc.  No.  21.]  3 
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From  prudential  reasons  the  police  force  of  the  prison  has  been 
slightly  increased  during  the  year,  and  some  changes  have  been  made 
with  a  view  of  improving  its  efficiency.  In  recognizing  the  claims  of 
localities  experience  has  shown  that  many  applicants  who  may  be 
worthy  and  deserving  citizens  have  little  adaptation  to  the  work  re- 
quired, and  that  adverse  circumstances  of  life  do  not  qualify  all  men 
for  public  employment. 

This  prison  has  had  a  share  of  the  unfriendly  criticism  showered  upon 
the  present,  administration  ;  and  while  the  time  and  space  usually 
allotted  to  a  looal  report  is  insufficient  to  reply  in  detail  to  all  of  these 
attacks,  I  court  the  opportunity  to  meet  in  full  any  accusations  that 
may  be  made  concerning  its  business  managemen  t  or  penal  govern- 
ment, feeling  that  the  fullest  investigation  will  justify  every  official 
act. 

There  is  an  evident  lack  of  information  concerning  the  real  condi- 
tion of  the  inmates  of  the  prisons.  I  have  endeavored  briefly  to  set 
forth  the  facts  as  far  as  this  institution  is  concerned.  The  law  of 
supply  and  demand  will  doubtless  continue  to  govern  the  market  for 
tales  of  barbarous  treatment  and  blood-curdling  practices. 

Principal  keeper  Biglin,  clerk  Babcock,  and  their  associates,  have 
all  done  their  full  share  in  performing  an  arduous  task;  they  are 
entitled  to  all  praise.  To  say  more  would  be  a  repetition  of  my  last 
report. 

To  you,  sir,  1  am  under  renewed  obligations  for  many  manifesta- 
tions of  confidence  and  esteem. 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  DAVIS, 

Agent  and  Warden. 
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TABLE  No.  1. 

COMPARA  TIVE  ST  A  TEMENT  of  the  earnings  and  expenditures 
of  Sing  Sing  prison,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  October  1,  1877. 


No.  of 
convicts. 

Earnings. 

Expenses. 

Deficiency. 

141 1 

$4,344 

08 

$20  015 

49 

671  4.1 

1407 

4,032 

11 

22  608 

51 

18  f>7fi  40 

1378 

9,247 

69 

21,27.7 

70 

12  030  01 

1394 

5,975 

50 

19,899 

02 

1381 

5,309 

32 

18,783 

51 

13,474  19 

1430 

6,140 

94 

16,357 

78 

10,216  84 

1474 

5,550 

36 

17,031 

79 

11,481  43 

1509 

6,869 

55 

18,149 

75 

11,280  20 

1504 

8,674 

21 

14,452 

43 

5,778  22 

1527 

9,654 

62 

17,111 

35 

7,456  73 

1519 

12,003 

02 

17,120 

78 

5,057  76 

1545 

12,187 

81 

13,417 

19 

1,229  38 

1456 

$90,049. 21 

$216,225  30 

$126,176  09 

MONTHS. 


1876. 
October .... 
November .  . 
December  .  . 

1877. 
January .. .  . 
February. .  . 

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  

Allgll  8t  

September  . 

Totals  . 
Average 


For  the  fiscal  gear  ending  October  1,  1878. 


MONTHS; 

No.  of 
convicts. 

Earnings. 

Expenses. 

Surplus. 

1877. 

1580 

$16,423 

06 

$16,130 

89 

$292 

17 

1600 

15,400 

85 

14,540 

52 

860 

33 

December  

1613 

15,667 

79 

14,791 

53 

876 

26 

1878. 

1608 

19,627 

02 

14,207 

83 

5,419 

19 

1604 

17,110 

66 

15,779 

83 

1,330 

83 

March  

1626 

18,662 

77 

13,492 

35 

5,170 

42 

April  

1678 

19,197 

08 

13,308 

20 

5,888 

88 

Mav  

1704 

20,157 

45 

14,239 

47 

5,917 

98 

June  

1663 

20,257 

52 

16,331 

88 

3,925 

64 

July  

16:5:; 

18,029 

52 

14,368 

52 

3,661 

00 

1613 

19,471 

59 

14,445 

02 

5,026 

57 

1636 

19,012 

89 

13,975 

73 

5,037 

16 

Totals  

Average  

1629 

$219,018  20 

$175,611 

77 

$43,406  43 
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TABLE  No.  1  — {Continued). 


For  the  fiscal  year  ending  October  1,  1879. 


.  °» 

MONTHS. 

No.  o 
convic 

Earnings. 

Expenses. 

Surplus. 

1878. 

1  CCD 

4)1 

«10, boU 

1  o 
L4 

$3,842  15 

November  

id  /  y 

1  Q    A  OQ 

0  i 

1  Q  A 

*1,027  34 

T~\  1  

1674 

18,927 

72 

15,888 

19 

3,039  53 

1879. 

T  

1686 

20,921 

04 

15,462 

34 

5,458  70 

1702 

19,642 

26 

15,230 

22 

4,412  04 

1673 

18,558 

12 

16,328 

16 

2,229  96 

1675 

19,102 

93 

14,955 

82 

4,147  11 

1671 

19,137 

87 

15,955 

94 

3,181  93 

June  

1652 

18,156 

05 

15,711 

49 

2,444  56 

1637 

18,173 

93 

14,603 

57 

3,570  36 

1605 

17,546 

83 

14,095 

24 

3,451  59 

September  

1596 

18,794 

38 

14,331 

13 

4,463  22 

Totals  

$226,907  04 

$187,693  23 

$39,213  81 

1660 

Deficiency  for  1873  .   $208,516  10 

Deficiency  for  1874   178,731  56 

Deficiency  for  1875   167,572  25 

Deficiency  for  1876   213,852  73 

Deficiency  for  1877   126 , 176  09 

Surplus  for  1878   43,406  43 

Surplus  for  1879   39 , 213  81 


*  Deficiency. 
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TABLE  No.  2. 

CHARLES  DA  VIS,  agent  and  toarden  of  Sing  Sing  prison,  in  account 
current  with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended 
for  the  use  of  said  prison  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879. 


Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  Oct.  1,  1878   $989  77 

To  treasurer's  drafts  for  maintenance   187,257  83 

Received  from  all  other  sources   226,837  54 

  $415,085  14 


Cr. 

By  total  expenditures,  maintenance   $187,693  23 

By  deposits  to  credit  treasurer  State  of  New 

York   226,837  54 

By  balance  on  hand  September  30,  1879. . .  554  37 

  $415,085  14 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. ' 


Hospital  Sing  Sing  Prison,  ) 
October  1,  1879.  j 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  Prisons  : 

Herewith  I  transmit  the  annual  report  of  the  sanitary  condition«of 
this  prison  for  the  past  year. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  has  been,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
good.  During  the  heat  of  the  summer,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  pre- 
vailed somewhat  extensively,  hut,  so  far  as  the  causes  could  be  traced, 
they  were  mainly  climatic.  .  The  food  furnished  the  convicts  was 
wholesome,  well  prepared  and  varied. 

There  have  been  nineteen  deaths  during  the  year  ;  the  majority  of 
those  from  tuhercular  disease. 

A  large  class  of  cases  comes  here  with  impaired  health  and  broken 
constitutions  ;  in  fact,  incurable  when  received  in  prison  ;  such  as  ca- 
ses of  tuberculosis,  epilepsy,  hernia,  and  syphilis  in  its  advanced  stages. 
I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  State 
and  a  benelit  to  the  convicts  if  such  cases  could  all  be  congregated  in 
one  prison: 

The  subject  of  punishment  is  another  matter  worthy  of  consideration. 
I  believe  the  dark  cell  not  only  expensive  to  the  State,  but,  in  many 
cases,  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  convict.  The  new  cells  now  in 
process  of  erection  will  be  a  great  improvement  over  those  now  in  use, 
but  even  they  will  not  wholly  do  away  with  the  objections  to  that  kind 
of  punishment.  It  seems  to  me  that  some  other  less  objectionable 
means  may  be  adopted. 

I  am  under  con  tinned  obligations  to  the  agent  and  warden,  principal 
keeper  and  all  the  officers,  for  the  assistance  I  have  received  from  them 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duties.  For  further  information  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  tables  annexed. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  favors  and  expressions  of  good  will  received 
from  you, 

I  remain,  with  much  respect, 
Yours,  etc., 

JOSEPH  H.  SMITH,  M.  D., 

Physician  to  S.  S.  Prison. 
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CHAPLAIN'S  EEPORT. 


Sing  Sing  Prison,  September  30,  1879. 
To  the  Hod.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  Superintendent  of  State  Prisons: 

Dear  Sir  —  In  submitting  my  second'annual  report,  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  see  no  cause  for  changing  any  opinions  expressed  last  year  in 
regard  to  your  management  of  this  prison,  or  of  the  ability  and  faith- 
fulness of  those  placed  in  charge  of  the  various  departments  here  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  must  heartily  reaffirm  all  of  them. 

The  nature  and  number  of  duties  performed  by  me  have  not  varied 
much  from  those  stated  in  my  last  report. 

By  the  blessing  of  God,  I  have  been  able  to  hold  some  religious  ser- 
vice every  Sabbath  but  one  during  the  year;  and  have  been  present  at 
the  prison  some  tfhie  during  each  day  of  the  year  save  ten. 

I  have  sent  out  during  the  year  17,138  letters  and  625  postal  cards; 
and  the  number  received,  of  both,  for  prisoners,  has  been  about  25,000. 
I  have  visited  on  an  average  200  cells  each  Sunday  of  the  year. 

The  money  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  has  been  judi- 
ciously expended,  and  about  1,200  volumes  have  been  purchased  ;  but 
more  than  half  that  number,  of  those  we  had  in  the  library,  have  been 
woru  out  or  destroyed ;  several  were  burned  in  the  foundry  fire. 

"We  ought  to  have  an  appropriation  of  at  least  $1,000  this  year  to 
enable  us  to  purchase  a  better  class  of  books  ;  a  part  of  which  we 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  spend  for  school  books :  and  in  this  connection 
allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  under  the  decision  of 
the  Comptroller,  we  have  been  compelled  to  purchase  what  Bibles  we 
have  had  out  of  the  special  appropriation  for  library  books ;  and  if 
this  is  to  be  the  ruling  in  the  future  we  ought  to  have  at  least  8200 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  Bibles. 

Allow  me  to  again  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  need  a 
new  chapel ;  the  present  one  is  a  disgrace  to  this  great  State. 

Reverend  Father  Hassen  has  conducted  services  the  last  Sabbath  of 
each  month  in  the  chapel  (when  it  could  be  occupied),  and  visited 
the  prison  each  Monday  morning  to  give  advice  and^ spiritual  com- 
fort to  those  who  wished  to  see  and  converse  with  him ;  also  two 
Jewish  rabbis  he^ld  service  during  the  year,  one  on  the  Jewish  new 
year  and  the  other  on  the  day  of  atonement.  My  relations  with  each 
of  them  have  been  of  the  most  pleasant  and  satisfactory  character. 

While  I  have  not  seen  the  amount  of  good  accomplished  that  I  de- 
sired, yet  I  am  encouraged  to  persevere  in  my  work,  firmly  believing 
that  many  have  been  persuaded  to  lead  a  better  life. 

My  relations  with  all  the  officers  have  been  pleasant  and  satisfactory 
to  me ;  and  from  the  date  of  my  arrival  here  as  chaplain,  to  the 
present,  not  the  slightest  discourtesy  has  been  shown  me  by  a  prisoner. 

Hoping  that  your  health  may  be  continued,  and  that  your  future 
administration  may  be  even  more  successful  than  in  the  past, 

I  remain,  most  truly  yours, 

J.  W.  ALDERMAN,  Cliaplain. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLES 

Accompanying 'chaplain' s  report  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1879. 

Table  No.  1. 

Total  number  of  convicts  September  30,  1879   1,596 

White   1,498 

Colored   98 

 >  1,596 


Table  No.  2. 

Counties  where  convicted. 

Clinton   16 

Dutchess   7 

Erie     1 

Kings  %  12 

Montgomery   1 

New  York   1,420 

Orange..   14 

Putnam   8 

Queens   58 

Richmond   9 

Rockland   8 

Rensselaer   3 

Suffolk  :   7 

St.  Lawrence   1 

Ulster   13 

Westchester   18 


1,596 


Table  No.  3. 

Showing  terms  of  sentence. 

Less  than  two  years   96 

Two  years  and  less  than  three   503 

Three  years  and  less  than  four   283 

Four  years  and  less  than  five   219 

Five  years  and  less  than  seven  and  a  half   307 

Seven  and  a  half  years  and  less  than  ten    28 

Ten  years  and  less  than  fifteen   65 

Fifteen  years  and  less  than  twenty   34 

Twenty  years   20 

Twenty-two  years  and  a  half.   1 

Thirty-five  years   1 

Life   39 


1,596 


30  [Assembly 

Table  No.  4. 

Exhibit  of  crime. — Against  the  person. 

Abortion   4 

Abduction   1 

Assault  to  harm   114 

Assault  to  kill  .   16 

Assault  to  ravish   6 

Bigamy   12 

Incest..   1 

Manslaughter   25 

Murder   32 

Rape   11 

Seduction..   1 

Sodomy   1 

Against  property. 

Arson   14 

Burglary  and  attempt   611 

Embezzlement     7 

False  pretenses   13 

Forgery     55 

Grand  larceny  and  attempt   376 

Larceny  from  the  person  and  attempt   147 

Receiving  stolen  goods   40 

Against  person  and  property. 

Buggery   3 

Blackmail   1 

Obstructing  railroad  track    2 

Perjury    4 

Robbery  and  attempt   99 

1,596 


Table  No.  5. 
Showing  previous  occupation. 

Actors   1 

Agents   6 

Artificial  flowers   3 

Apprentices   1 

Awning- makers     1 

Butchers   43 

Blacksmiths  :*   23 

Bakers   33 

Boatmen   26 

Box-makers   9 

Brush-makers   6 

Book-keepers   39 

Barbers   27 
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Bartenders   22 

Brick-layers   13 

Boiler-makers   11 

Broom-makers   1 

Brass-finishers   5 

Book-binders   3 

Boarding-house-keepers   1 

Brokers   2 

Bankers   1 

Bag-makers   3 

Bootblacks   4 

Brakemen   1 

Clerks  . . :   67 

Cooks   35 

Carpenters   40 

Confectioners   5 

Cigar  makers   14 

'Carmen   5 

Clothiers   1 

Compositors   1 

Chair-makers   6 

Carriage-makers   4 

Carpet-cleaners   1 

Coopers   13 

Canvassers   2 

Chimney-sweepers   1 

Cabinet-makers   6 

Coppersmiths   1 

Cotton -spinners   1 

Coachmen   6 

Carvers  ; . . .  1 

Cornice-makers   1 

Cutlers   1 

Caulkers   2 

Collectors   1 

Curriers   1 

Cork-makers   1 

Carriage-trimmers   1 

Clock-makers   1 

Drivers   102 

Dock-builders   1 

Druggists   2 

Dyers   3 

Engineers   15 

Farmers   20 

Foremen   2 

Fishermen   1 

Firemen   11 

File-makers   1 

Finishers   1 

Frame-makers   1 

Guilders     4 


32  [Assembly 

Grooms   2 

Gas-fitters   10 

Garde  uers   6 

Glass-blowers   1 

Gold-beaters   1 

Gentlemen   1 

Hostlers   12 

Horse-dealers   2 

Hotel-keepers   3 

Hatters   9 

Harness-makers   3 

Horse-trainers   1 

Ink-makers   2 

Iron-workers   1 

Ice-men   1 

Jewelers   7 

Jockeys   5 

Japan  ners   4 

Janitors   1 

Junk-dealers   3 

Laborers   210 

Longshoremen   9 

Lathers   2 

Looking-glass-makers   1 

Liquor-dealers   2 

Locksmiths   3 

Lithographers   1 

Laundrymen   1 

Merchants   18 

Moulders   20 

Machinists   15 

Millers   1 

Miners   1 

Masons   4 

Morocco-finishers   3 

Milkmen   1 

Messengers   3 

Mail -carriers   1 

Mounters  %.   1 

No  occupation  .*   34 

News  dealers   8 

Nickel-platers   1 

Oystermen   10 

Office-boys   1 

Operators  .   3 

Opticians   1 

Plumbers       27 

Painters      54 

Peddlers   34 

Pharmacists  , . . .  1 

Physicians   2 

Plasterers  . .  v   3 
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33 


Paper-box  makers   2 

Printers   52 

Policemen    ] 

Porters   ? 

Polishers   3 

Potters  ,.   2 

Photographers    1 

Piano  makers   2 

Preachers    1 

Pipe  makers   2 

Paper  stainers                      .  i   L 

Pocket-book  makers   1 

Porters  :   1 

Quarry  men    4 

Roofers   4 

Rag  pickers   1 

Riveters    1 

Sailors   30 

Stenographers   2 

Stone  cutters   18 

Shoemakers   32 

Sailmakers   4 

Slaters   1 

Shoe  fitters   1 

Shade  makers  .'   1 

Silver  platers   4 

Stewards   2 

Stevedores   1 

Steam  fitters   1 

Shoe  cutters    4 

Saloon  keepers   1 

Speculators   3 

Salesmen   5 

Shoe  finishers    1 

Showmen   1 

Saddlers                                   .    1 

1  Steam  gaugers   1 

Spring  makers    '  1 

Sign  writers    1 

I  Soap  makers   1 

[Tinsmiths   16 

Tailors  .  .•   30 

Torpedo  makers   1 

[Tobacconists   2 

Turners    3 

(Teachers    '. . . .  2 

Type  founders    1 

Type  breakers    1 

iType  rubbers   1 

upholsterers    5 

Umbrella  makers    4 

Varnishers   8 
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34  [Assembly 

Venders   1 

Waiters    78 

Watchmakers  N  5 

Woodcutters   2 

Weavers   7 

Whitewashes   1 

Wire  workers   3 

Wheelwrights  ,   1 


1,596 


Table  No.  6. 

Showing  their  nativity. 


At  sea    2 

Alabama   2 

Connecticut     11 

California    3 

Delaware   4 

District  of  Columbia   4 

Georgia   6 

Illinois   7 

Kentucky    1 

Louisiana   4 

Massachusetts   39 

Maryland  . .-   16 

Maine   4 

Michigan   2 

Missouri   3 

Minnesota  '.   1 

Mississippi   1 

New  York   960 

New  Jersey     15 

New  Hampshire   2 

North  Carolina   5 

Ohiq   4 

Pennsylvania   27 

Rhode  Island   2 

South  Carolina  !«   1 

Texas   1 

Vermont   1 

Virginia   21 

Wisconsin   2 

Foreigners. 

Austria   3 

Australia   1 

Belgium  "...  .  3] 

Bavaria   1 

Canada   13 

Denmark   1 
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England  . ..   61 

France   23 

Germany    112 

Greece   2 

Italy   27 

Ireland   161 

New  Mexico   1 

Norway   1 

Poland     4 

Prussia     1 

Russia   5 

Scotland   9 

Sweden   4 

Spain   1 

Switzerland   3 

West  Indies     10 


1,596 

*   

Table  No.  7. 

Showing  their  education. 

Read  and  write   1,51'i 

Read  only   10 

No  education       70 


1,596 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  their  habits. 

Use  liquors   1,303 

Do  not  use  liquors   293 


1,596 


Use  tobacco   1,419 

Do  not  use  tobacco   177 


1,596 


Table  No.  9. 

Showiiig  their  age*  when  convicted. 

Fifteen  years  s.   4. 

Sixteen  years  and  less  than  twenty   301 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty-five   553 

Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty   323 

Thirty  years  and  less  than  thirty-five   162 

Thirty-five  years  and  less  than  forty   109 

Forty  years  and  less  than  forty-five   64 
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Forty-five  years  and  less  than  fifty 
Fifty  years  and  less  than  sixty 
Sixty  years  and  less  than  severity  . 
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14 


1,596 


State  of  New  York,  ) 
Westchester  County.  \ 

I,  James  W.  Alderman,  chaplain  of  Sing  Sing  prison,  being  duly 
sworn,  depose  and  say  that  the  foregoing  report  is,  in  all  respects,  true, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 


J.  W.  ALDERMAN,  Chaplain. 


0 


* 


AUBURN  PRISON. 


AGENT  AND  WARDEN'S  REPORT. 


Auburn  Prison-, 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  October  1,1879 


.} 


Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 


Superintendent  of  State  Prisons : 


Sir  —  The  statistics  of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1879,  are  herewith  submitted  in  the  usual  form. 

During  the  ten  months  of  my  administration,  a  deficiency  for  the 
first  two  months  of  the  year,  under  my  predecessor,  has  been  entirely 
wiped  out,  and  a  surplus  of  $2,188.28  appears  on  the  books  to  the 
credit  of  the  prison,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Or,  taking  into  account  the  supplies  in  the  store- keeper's  depart- 
ment, on  hand  at  the  commencement  and  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
and  deducting  from  the  nominal  "earnings,"  the  convict  deposits  — 
an  item  which  in  fact  constitutes  no  part  of  the  earnings  of  the  prison, 
but  is  a  deposit  with  the  State  for  safe-keeping  for  the  time  being  for 
the  benefit  of  the  prisoner  —  and  deducting  from  the  "expenditures" 
a  similar  item,  "  convict  deposits  refunded,"  also  the  amount  paid  dis- 
charged convicts  for  their  traveling  expenses  to  the  place  of  conviction, 
no  more  a  legitimate  expense  for  the  "support  and  maintenance"  of 
the  prisons,  than  would  be  the  payment  of  the  traveling  expenses  and 
sheriffs'  fees  of  the  same  convicts  when  brought  here,  the  latter  items 
being  always  paid  directly  by  the  State  treasurer,  and  never  included 
in  the  expenses  of  the  State  prisons,  and  it  will  be  found  that  the 
earnings  of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  now  closing,  have  exceeded 
all  expenditures  legitimately  chai^eable  for  its  "  support  and  mainte- 
nance," by  $0,391.02.  If  from  this  surplus  be  deducted  the  various 
expenditures  for  repairs  and  improvements,  library,  safe,  etc.,  made 
from  special  appropriations,  but  not  heretofore  included  in  the  annual 
statement  of  expenditures,  there  will  still  be  a  balance  to  the  credit  of 
the  prison  of  $2,510.79. 

From  either  point  of  view,  therefore,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  the  prison  as  having  during  the  year  become  more  than  self- 
sustaining.  Unless  some  unforeseen  disaster  should  occur  to  the  prison 
or  to  business,  the  future  ought  to  show  continued  improvement. 
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The  total  cost  of  support  per  day  for  each  convict  has  been  thirty 
cents,  two  and  four-tenths  mills,  against  thirty  one  cents  last  year, 
and  thirty  five  cents  the  year  previous. 

Although  the  decrease  in  cost  per  man  has  been  slight,  the  showing 
is  gratifying,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a  large  decrease 
in  the  number  of  convicts  confined,  in  the  prison  during  the  last  two 
years,  particularly  within  the  last  twelve  months  —  the  total  daily 
average  this  year  being  1,146,  against  1,332.58  last  year,  and  1,387  the 
year  before  —  while  the  general  expense  for  the  care  of  the  convicts, 
exclusive  of  the  cost  of  rations  and  clothing,  is  necessarily  about  the 
same  for  the  smaller  as  for  the  larger  number.  With  the  decrease  in 
the  number  of  convicts,  there  would  naturally  be  an  increase  in  the 
cost  per  man.  That  such  is  not  the  case,  is  due  to  the  economy  and 
care  exercised,  in  every  part  of  the  prison.  The  average  earnings,  per 
convict,  have  been  thirty  cents  and  seven-tenths  mills  per  day. 

The  first  requisite  for  success  in  a  prison  is  discipline.  Not  all 
criminals  require  the  same  kind  of  discipline,  either  admonitory  or 
punitive,  but  all  men,  whether  virtuous  or  vicious,  are  more  or  less 
influenced  by  what  they  feed  on.  Good  discipline,  therefore,  is  more 
easily  maintained  with  good  diet.  The  prison  has  been  supplied  with 
the  very  best  the  market  affords,  not  with  all  the  dainties  of  the  season, 
but  with  good,  substantial,  wholesome  food,  and  in  such  quantities 
that  even  the  most  unreasonable  have  had  no  just  cause  for  complaint. 
According  to  the  testimony  of  those  long  connected  with  the  prison, 
the  food  furnished  here  has  never  been  better  in  quality,  uor  greater  in 
quantity  per  man.  Although,  in  consequence  of  favorable  markets, 
purchases  have  been  made  at  extremely  low  figures,  yet,  owing  to  the 
increase  in  ration,  the  cost  of  rations  per  convict  is  slightly  increased 
from  last  year. 

With  an  equal  number  of  men,  Auburn  prison  will  produce  as  good 
financial  results  as  Sing  Sing  or  any  other  prison  in  the  country.  An 
erroneous  impression  has  prevailed  that  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  em- 
ployment here  for  large  numbers  of  men.  On  the  contrary,  the  most 
serious  difficulty,  under  which  the  prison  has  labored  during  the  past 
year,  has  been  to  supply  the  number  of  men  asked  for  by  the  contract- 
ors. Nearly  every  contractor  has  been  anxious  to  employ  even  a  larger 
number  than  was  named  in  his  contract,  and  in  a  very  few  instances 
outsiders  have  been  admitted  to  the  prison  shops,  nominally  as  fore- 
men, but  actually  as  workmen,  because  of  our  inability  to  furnish  the 
full  number  of  convicts  required  by  the  contract.  The  contractors 
have  so  fully  employed  the  convicts  that  an  insufficient  number  has 
been  left  for  State  work,  to  make  all  the  desirable  improvements  con- 
templated at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  I  trust  this  will  not  be 
construed  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  more  criminals,  but  that  others 
of  the  same  grade  of  crime  as  those  confined  here,  but  now  sent  to  the 
penitentiaries,  and  thus  made  an  expense  to  the  counties  and  the  State 
for  their  board,  may  be  hereafter  sent  where  they  can  pay  their  own 
expenses,  and  thereby  relieve  the  overburdened  tax  payers. 

Early  in  the  next  fiscal  year  will  expire  the  contract  with  George  Cor- 
ning, calling  for  one  hundred  men  at  forty  cents,  and  that  of  Sheldon 
&  Co.,  for  eighty  men  at  forty-two  cents  and  fifty  men  at  forty  cents 
per  day.    Soon  after  my  appointment  here,  an  arrangement  was  con- 
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eluded  with  Sheldon  &  Co.  for  the  extension  of  their  contract  for  five 
years  from  its  present  termination,  and  its  increase  to  two  hundred 
men,  with  the  privilege  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  at  fifty  cents  per 
day,  on  the  condition  of  their  paying  fifty  cents  per  day  for  each  new 
man  thereafter  put  on  their  contract.  They  were  then  paying  but 
forty  cents  for  all  extra  men.  This  advance  in  price  has  already  con- 
siderably increased  the  earnings  of  the  prison,  but  its  effects  will  be 
felt  more  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 

The  contract  with  Foxell,  Jones  &  Co.  calls  for  only  one  hundred 
men  with  the  privilege  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  but  a  verbal  contract, 
said  to  have  been  made  with  my  predecessor,  for  two  hundred  men, 
has  been  acted  upon,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  with  the  number  of  men 
at  my  command. 

But  financial  results  are  not  alone  to  be  considered.  It  is  not  the 
great  purpose  of  the  prisons  to  coin  money  for  the  State,  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  sell  the  labor  of  the  convicts  at  so  low  a  rate  as  to  inter- 
fere with  mechanics  in  the  same  branches  of  business  o'utside.  The 
punishment  and  prevention  of  crime,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  criminal,  are  the  grand  objects  sought  in  the  establishment 
of  prisons  and  penitentiaries.  These  ends  are  best  attained  when  the 
convicts  are  fully  employed  and  under  the  most  rigid  discipline. 

With  good  discipline,  the  labor  of  the  convicts  is  worth  more,  and 
will  bring  a  higher  price  in  the  market,  than  under  lax  and  careless 
discipline.  Hence,  good  discipline  in  the  prison,  aside  from  its  other 
advantages,  interferes  less  with  the  interests  of  outside  mechanics, 
because  it  prevents  a  ruinous  competition  in  the  price  ot  labor.  The 
mere  fact  that  the  prisons  pay  is  of  less  importance  than  the  other 
fact,  that,  because  they  pay,  it  is  shown  they  are  under  proper  disci- 
pline, and,  to  that  extent;  at  least,  the  ends  aimed  at  are  being  attained. 

During  the  year,  the  work  of  improvement  inaugurated  by  my  prede- 
cessor has  been  continued.  The  old  and  unsightly  guard-houses  on 
the  walls  have  given  place  to  new  and  elegant  structures,  at  a  cost  of 
$950.03  for  material.  The  offices  of  the  agent  and  warden,  the  clerk, 
the  principal  keeper,  the  chaplain,  and  the  library  room  in  connection 
with  the  chaplain's  office,  have  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  im- 
proved, at  a  cost  of  $555.36  for  material.  The  work  on  the  guard- 
houses and  offices  has  all  been  done  by  convict  labor,  and  has  occupied 
1,025  days.  There  are  now  no  more  convenient  quarters,  for  their 
purposes,  connected  with  any  prison  in  the  State.  The  slate  roof  over 
the  hospital,  chapel  and  dining-room,  which  has  never  given  satisfac- 
tion, has  been  replaced  by  tin,  at  a  Cost  of  $551.04  for  material  and 
235  days  of  convict  labor.  The  convicts'  kitchen  has  been  re-arranged 
and  improved  at  a  cost  of  $160.86  for  material  and  110  days'  labor. 
An  engine-house  has  been  added,  costing  $155. 73  and  requiring  128 
days  of  convict  labor.  One  of  Herring's  safes,  costing  $500,  has  been 
procured  for  the  clerk's  office  ;  and  book-cases,  wardrobes,  and  other 
furniture,  the  work  of  the  convicts  in  the  State  shop,  have  been  added 
to  the  various  offices.  Improvements  have  also  been  made  in  the  hos- 
pital and  other  parts  of  the  main  building,  with  the  labor  of  convicts, 
at  comparatively  small  expense  for  materials.  Some  of  these  improve- 
ments have  been  taken  out  of  the  monthly  estimates,  and  others  from 
special  appropriations. 
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In  the  last  month  of  my  predecessor,  on  the  night  of  November  13, 
1878,  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  meat  cellar  adjoining  the  convicts' 
kitchen,  burning  the  roof  and  destroying  meat,  flour  and  vegetables  to 
the  value  of  about  $666-  The  damage  to  the  roof  and  building  was 
repaired  at  a  cost  of  $178.76  for  material,  and  with  102  days  of  con- 
vict labor. 

The  prison  library  was  much  improved  by  the  addition  from  the 
$500  appropriation  of  the  last  legislature.  It  is  still  insufficient,  how- 
ever, for  the  wants  of  the  institution.  When  the  quarterly  changes 
between  the  shops  are  made.,  the  convicts  are  necessarily  without  books 
for  some  time,  in  consequence  of  the  limited  supply  and  the  necessity 
for  re-arranging  and  frequently  for  repairing  the  books.  An  appropri- 
ation of  $1,000  for  the  library  for  a  single  year,  with  an  addition 
thereafter  of  $500  annually,  would  perhaps  afford  all  the  needed 
facilities,  and  remove  one  great  cause  of  discontent  among  the  con- 
victs, by  enabling  the  chaplain  to  furnish  them  a  steady  and  constant 
supply  of  good  reading. 

During  the  fall,  winter  and  spring,  it  has  been  customary  to  provide 
each  cell  with  a  small  kerosene  lamp,  to  be  used  up  to  nine  o'clock. 
My  experience  last  spring,  when,  as  usual,  the  lamps  were  cut  off, 
led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  better  to  furnish  lamps  or 
some  artificial  light  the  year  round.  Convicts  are  more  orderly,  quiet 
and  contented  in  their  cells  when  reading  or  engaged  in  some  employ- 
ment, which  is  only  possible  now,  after  dark,  when  the  lamps  are  pro- 
vided. The  light  from  the  corridors  is  not  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 
Besides,  many  of  the  cells  are  so  situated  as  to  be  dark  much  of  the 
time  during  the  day.  With  the  erection  of  gas  works  as  contemplated 
by  the  appropriation  made  by  the  legislature  under  a  former  adminis- 
tration, I  would  recommend  the  introduction  of  a  small  burner  in 
each  cell,  so  that  gas  could  be  put  on  or  shut  off  at  pleasure  from  the 
outside.  In  that  way  its  deprivation  to  one  or  any  number  of  con- 
victs would  he  practicable,  and  that  deprivation  might  be  used  as  a 
punishment  for  minor  offenses.  The  present  appropriation  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  erection  of  the  works,  with  the  necessary  building, 
and  the  introduction  of  gas  into  the  cells  as  suggested.  An  additional 
appropriation  of  $1,500  would  cover  the  entire  extra  expense,  and  when 
completed,  the  cost  of  light  for  the  asylum  and  the  prison,  including 
its  cells,  would  be  considerably  less  than  the  cost  of  gas  now  for  the 
prison  alone. 

The  erection  of  these  gas  works,  and  the  building  of  solitary  cells, 
also  provided  for  by  an  appropriation  in  1877,  were  planned  as  our  fall 
work,  but  it  seemed  desirable  that  the  inside  labor  should  be  performed 
by  convicts,  so  as  to  bring  them  within  the  appropriations,  and  the 
limited  number  of  convicts  left  for  such  use  rendered  delay  of  these 
important  improvements  imperative.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  proceed 
with  them  early  in  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  prison  was  built  at  an  early  day,  when  ventilation  was  regarded 
as  of  little  or  no  account.  The  cells* are  small,  at  best,  though  large 
enough  for  their  purpose,  so  far  as  sleeping  or  moving  about  is  con- 
cerned, but  they  have  no  means  of  ventilation,  except  what  air  comes 
in  and  goes  out  through  the  grated  door.  Some  effectual  means  ought 
to  be  adopted  f<>r  thoroughly  \ mutilating  the  cells  and  wings.  An 
appropriation  of  $500  for  that  purpose  would  pay  handsomely  in  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  inmates. 
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My  experience  with  r h is  prison  confirms  the  wisdom  of  the  consti- 
tutional amendment,  by  which  the  prisons  were  removed  from  the 
divided  responsibility  of  three  inspectors,  and  placed  in  charge  of  one 
general  superintendent,  with  an  agent  of  his  own  selection  in  each 
prison.  Under  onr  system  of  government,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  remove  them  entirely  from  political  influences.  Whil-- 
this  mighl  be  desirable,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  nor  important 
What  was  needed  and  what  has  been  secured  is  individual  respon- 
sibility in  a  single  headship,  with  authority  to  appoint  and  remove 
subordinates  at  pleasure,  as  an  individual  would  do  in  his  own  busi- 
ness, to  enforce  discipline  with  promptness^  and  settle  all  questions 
between  officers,  contractors  and  convicts,  without  the  necessity  of 
reference  to  a  commission  of  three,  with  a  possible  reversal  of  judg- 
ment, or  a  disagreement  in  the  commission,  as  was  not  uncommon 
under  the  old  inspectorship. 

There  have  been  no  escapes  during  the  year,  nor  any  serious  diffi- 
culties among  tiie  convicts.  Some  of  them  come  here  without  habits 
of  industry  and  disinclined  to  work.  This  is  especially  true  of  the 
transfers  from  Sing  Sing.  But  the  majority  are  obedient  and  ready 
to  conform  to  the  rules  of  the  prison.  Every  manifestation  of  insub- 
ordination or  inclination  to  disobedience  hasbeen  promptlv  met,  and 
the  aim  of  those  in  charge  of  the  convicts  has  been  to  maintain  the 
most  rigid  discipline  compatible  with  kind  and  humane  treatment 

The  officers  have  acted  in  entire  harmony.  The  chaplain,  Rev. 
W  illiam  Searls,  has  devoted  himself  assiduouslv  to  the  discharge  of 
the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  of  his  office.  He  has  won  the 
resect  and  confidence  of  the  convicts,  manifested  on  all  occasions 
whenever  he  is  brought  into  contact  with  them. 

The  physicians,  of  whom  there  have  been  two  during  the  year,  Dr. 
J.  D.  Button  and  Dr.  Theodore  Dimon,  have  been  attentive  "and  hu- 
mane in  their  treatment  of  the  sick,  and  courteous  in  their  intercourse 
with  other  officials,  and  have  endeavored  to  promote  the  health  of  the 

H8TTUti°n  aml  t0  Car°  for  tll(*  interests  of  tlie  State.  The  clerk,  E. 
H.  Underbill,  Esq.,  has  discharged  his  duties  with  promptness  and 
fidelity.  He  has  secured  my  confidence  by  his  faithfulness,  and  my 
|  respect  by  his  courteous  and  gentlemanly  bearing  in  our  daily  inter- 
course. "  J 

Of  the  other  principal  officers,  subject  to  my  own  appointment,  I 
cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms.    They  have  striven  to  lighten  my 
burdens  and  to  keep  the  prison  fully  abreast,  in  character  and  stand- 
:  mg,  with  any  similar  institution  in  the  land.    They  remain  nearly  as 
1  found  them.    My  acquaintance  has  ripened  into  friendship,  and  no 
|  consideration  of  politics- or  personal  influence  has  induced  me  to 
•  ™ange  or  remove  them.    Among  the  subordinates  some  changes  have 
wen  found  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  harmony  in  the  working  of 
the  institution.  6 

I  The  State  agent  for  discharged  convicts,  whose  office  is  located  at 
this  prison,  is  doing  a  grand  work.  Dr.  Elisha  Harris,  whom  I  found 
in  office  when  I  came  here,  seemed  to  me  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  and  I  regretted  a  change.  But  his  successor,  John  Ross,  E*q., 
proves  equally  efficient  and  successful.  He  engages  in  his  work  with 
a  heartiness  and  zeal,  and  an  interest  in  the  convicts  that  evidences 
[Assem.  Doc.  No.  21.]  6 
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a  full  comprehension  of  the  importance  of  the  work  committed  to  his 
care. 

The  contractors  remain  as  I  found  them.  There  have  been  no  jars 
or  misunderstandings  between  us.  As  a  rule,  they  have  asked  nothing 
unreasonable  or  unfair  of  the  State  or  of  the  convicts.  Their  monthly 
payments  have  been  promptly  made,  and  so  far  as  I  know,  they  are 
generally  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  State  performs  its 
part  of  the  contract  toward  them. 

Tendering  you  my  congratulations  for  the  success  of  the  prisons 
under  your  care,  regretting  that  my  appointment  was  made  the  occa- 
sion lor  so  much  unjust  criticism  upon  you,  and  thanking  you  for 
the  confidence  you  have  uniformly  manifested  in  me, 

I  am,  faithfully  yours, 

WM.  J.  MOSES, 

Agent  and  Warden. 


General  Statement  and  Averages. 

The  daily  average  of  convicts  confined  in  Auburn 
prison,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879, 
has  been   1,146 


Total  receipts  for  the  support  of  Auburn  prison,  dur- 
ing the  year — treasurer's  drafts,  etc   8126,505  72 

Total  earnings  for  same  period,  i.  e.,  convict  labor, 

convict  deposits  and  miscellaneous  earnings   128,694  00 


Showing  a  surplus  of  earnings  for  the  year   $2,188  28 


The  deficit  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1878,  was. . .       $34,170  U 

Showing  a  gain  for  the  past  year  of.   36,367  52 

An  average  per  month  of   3,030  62 


Total  earnings  for  the  year  (as  above)   $128,649  00 

Average  per  convict,  per  annum   112  'i9 

"  "  per  diem   30c.  7m. 


Average  number  of  convicts  on  contract,  per  diem.  . .  899 

Contract  earnings  for  the  year  .*-  $125,131  97 

Average  per  convict  per  annum   139  19 

per  diem  (313  days)   44c.  4-yVm . 

Total  expenditures  of  Auburn  prison  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1879    $126,505  72 

Average  per  convict  per  annum   110  39 

per  diem   30c.  2^m. 


Expenditures  for  ordinary  support  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1879.    (See  abstract  of  receipts  and 

expenditures  in  clerk's  report)   $65 , 909  86 

Average  per  convict  per  annum   57  51fV 

u  "  per  diem   150.7^111. 
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The  following  are  the  averages  per  convict  per  diem,  for  the  specific 
expenses  of  the  year  : 


Salaries  of  officers   $0  13.42 

Rations   09.90 

Clothing  and  bedding  :   02.08 

Fuel,  lights,  etc.   01.24 

All  other  expenditures   03.60 


Total  per  convict  per  diem   $0  30.24 


COMPARATIVE  ST  A  TEM ENT  showing  the  surplus  earnings  for 
the  ten  months  preceding  September  30,  1879,  as  shown  by  amount  of 
stores  on  hand  and  expenditures,  less  the  earnings  and  stores  remain- 
ing on  hand : 

December  1,  1878. 
Stores  on  hand : 

Store- keeper's  department   $5,575  52 

Yard-master's  department   466  48 

Total  expenditures  (10  months)   101,632  66 

  $107,674  66 

Contra. 

September  30,1879. 
Stores  remaining  on  hand: 

Store-keeper's  department   $2,888  17 

Yard-master's  department   388  81 

Total  earnings  (10  months)   107,229  08 

  110,506  06 

Surplus  earnings  (10  months) ...... .    $2,831  40 

General  Financial  Table. 

STATEMENT  showing  the  amount  of  money  drawn  from  the  State 
Treasurer  for  the  general  support  of  Auburn  prison,  the  receipts  from 
miscellaneous  earnings,  convict  deposits,  contract  earnings,  and  the 
surplus  earnings  of  said  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September 
30,  1879: 

Receipts  for  Support. 

Balance  on  hand,  October  1st,  1878   1,082  73 

Treasurer's  drafts   125,792  94 


$126,875  67 

Balance  on  hand,  October  1st,  1879   369  95 

  $126,505  72 

Receipts  and  Earnings. 

Contract  earnings  $125,131  97 

Convict  deposits   2,386  03 

Miscellaneous  earnings   1,176  00 

  128,694  00 

Surplus   $2,188  28 


CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Clerk's  Office,  Auburn  Prison,  ) 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  October  1st,  1879.  j 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons,  Albany,  N.  Y: 
Sir  —  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit,  herewith,  the  required,  tables  and  statements  of  the  trans- 
actions of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30th,  1879, 
and  beg  leave  to  add  my  congratulations  in  reference  to  the  continued 
improvement  shown  thereby. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  H.  UNDBRHILL, 
Clerk  of  the  Slate  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. 


Table  No.  1. 

Leonard  R.  Welles  and  William  J.  Moses,  Agents  and  Wardens  of  the 
Auburn  State  Prison,  in  account  current  with  the  State  of  New 
York  for  cash  received  and  expended  for  the  general  support  of  said 
prison,  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879. 

Dr. 

Oct.  1,  1878,  to  balance  on  hand   $1,082  73 

Sept.  30,  1879,  to  Treasurer's  drafts   125,792  94 

To  convict  labor   125,038  82 

To  convicts'  deposits  •    2,386  03 

To  miscellaneous  earnings   1,176  00 

  $255,476  52 

Cr. 

Sept.  30, 1879,  by  expenditures  for  salaries  of 

officers   $56,128  79 

By  expenditures  fo>r  rations   41,439  28 

stock  and  materials ...  708  78 

"■             printing  and  stationery  4/^7  30. 

"             convicts'  traveling  ex-  ^ 

penses    3,957  28 

"             convicts'  deposits  re- 
funded   '^3,102  38 

"              furniture  '   ~     163  51 

hospital   1,437  31 


Carried  forward 


$107,384  63 
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Brought  forward   $107,384  63 

By  expenditures  for  clothing  and  bedding  .  8,704  93 

"              building  and  repairs. .  1,364  69 

"              firewood,  oil, gas, etc.. .  5,161  57 

u             hav,  grain,  etc   82  91 

miscellaneous   3,806  99 

By  deposits  in  First  National  Bank   60,778  42 

Cayuga  Co.  Bank   67,822  43 

By  balance  on  hand   369  95 


$255,476  52 


State  of  New  York,  } 
Cayuga  County,  \ 
William  ,J,  Moses,  Agent  and  Warden,  and  Edward  H.  Underbill, 
Clerk  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  being  sworn,  say  that  the  within 
account  current  is  correct  and  true,  according  to  the  best  of  their 
knowledge  and  belief. 

WM.  J.  MOSES, 

Agent  and  Warden. 
EDWARD  H.  UNDERHILL, 

Clerk. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  this  29th  day  ) 
of  November,  1879,  before  me,  f 

John  S.  Brown,  Notary  Public. 
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STATEMENT  of  expenditures  by  estimates,  showing  the  comparative 
expense  for  the  support  of  Auburn  prison  for  the  fiscal  years  ending 
September  30,  1878,  and  September  30,  1879  : 


ESTIMATES. 


Salaries  of  officers  

Rations  •  

Stock  and  materials  

Printing  and  stationery  

Convicts'  traveling  expenses. 
■Convicts"  deposits  refunded.. 

Furniture  

Hospital  

Clothing  and  bedding  

Building  and  repairs  

Firewood,  oil,  gas^etc  

Hay,  grain,  etc  

Miscellaneous  


Total  expenditures. . 
Average  per  convict. 


Ordinary  support  

Average  per  convict. .. 


1878. 

Average  Number  of  Con- 
victs per  Diem,  1,332  58-100. 


1879. 

Average  Number  of  Con- 
victs per  Diem,  1,146. 


Totals. 

Per 
convict. 

Totals. 

Per 

convict. 

$64,451  92 
47,929  86 
1,047  01 
689  06 
4,882  00 
2,251  20 
1,826  45 
1,235  98 
11,861  04 
2,607  46 
6,124  99 
118  05 
5,795  40 

$48  37 
35  97 
78 
52 

3  £6 
1  69 
1  37 

93 
8  90 
1  95 

4  60 
09 

4  35 

$56,128  79 
41,439  28 
708  78 
447  30 
3,957  28 
3,102  38 
163  51 
1,437  31 
8,704  93 
1,364  69 
5,161  57 
82  91 
3,806  99 

$48  96 
36  16 
62 
39 

3  45 

2  71 
14 

1  25 
7  60 
1  19 

4  51 
07 

3  32 

$150,820  42 

$126,505  72 

$113  18 

$110  39 

$81,509  84 

$65,909  86 

$61  17 

$57  51 

William  J.  Moses,  Agent  and  Warden  of  Auburn  prison,  in  account 
current  with  the  State  of  New  York,  for  cash  received  and  expended 
of  the  Visitors'  Fund  of  said  prison  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30,  1879. 

1878.  Dr. 


Oct.  1. 

To  balance  on 

$569 

56 

1878. 

Cr. 

Oct. 

31. 

By  amount  paid  to  discharged  convicts 

$21 

00 

Nov. 

30. 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

14 

00 

Dec. 

31. 

< ( 

U 

ft 

tt 

30 

00 

1879. 

Jan. 

31. 

(( 

H 

tt 

a 

27 

00 

Feb. 

28. 

tt 

a 

t  t 

ft 

17 

00 

March 

31? 

ft 

tt 

it 

tt 

17 

00 

April 

30. 

mi 

tt 

tt 

tt 

29 

00 

May 

31. 

i  I 

ft 

tt 

27 

00 

June 

30. 

if 

tt 

t t 

tt 

16 

00 

July 

31. 

it 

c  t 

a 

16 

00 

Aug. 

31. 

tt 

it 

20 

00 

Sept. 

30. 

'it  .t 

tt 

tt 

37 

00 

By  balance 

on  hand 

298 

56 

$569  56 
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STATEMENT 

Showing  the  number  of  convicts  in  Auburn  prison  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  1879,  including  the  number  received,  discharged,  trans- 
ferred and  died  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879. 


Number  in  prison  September  30,  1878   1,193 

Received  from  Auburn  prison  district   199 

Received  from  asylum  for  insane  criminals   1  5 

Received  from  Elmira  Reformatory   1 

Received  from  Sing  Sing  prison   84 

Received  from  United  States'courts. . .   2 

Recaptured  (Charles  Mack,  escaped  Nov.  4,  1870)   1 

  1,485 

Discharged  by  commutation  for  good  conduct   317 

Discharged  by  commutation  (special)   17 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence   3 

Discharged  by  pardon   12 

Discharged  bv  reversal  of  judgment   2 

Died  \  18 

Transferred  to  asylum  for  insane  criminals   12 

 381 


Number  remaining  in  prison  Sept.  30,  1879   1,104 


STATEMENT 


Exhibiting  the  number  of  convicts  received  and  discharged  each  month 
during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879. 


MONTH. 

"Received 

Discharged. 

Excess 
received. 

Excess 
discharged. 

35 

40 

5 

18 

28 

10 

29 

47 

18 

16 

32 

16 

February  

59 

27 

March  

21 

31 

io 

14 

28 

14 

12 

36 

24 

16 

22 

6 

3 

27 

24 

August  

36 

30 

6 

September  

33 

33 

292 

381 

38 

127 
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STATEMENT 

Giving  a  summary  of  convicts  in  Auburn  prison,  Sept.  30,  1879 ;  ex- 
hibiting the  number  employed  on  contract,  State  labor,  sick  in  hospital 
and  infirm,  locked,  etc.;  and  the  total  number  in  prison  on  that  day. 


Number  of  convicts  on  contract  labor   818 

Number  of  convicts  on  State  labor   210 

Number  of  convicts  sick  in  hospital  and  infirm   50 

Number  of  convicts  locked  and  under  punishment   26 


Total  number  in  prison  Sept.  30,  1879   1,104 


\ 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


Hospital,  Auburn  Prison,  ) 
October  \st,  1879.  \ 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Sir  —  The  annual  report  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Auburn 
prison  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879,  is  herewith  respectfully 
submitted. 

There  have  been  received  in  the  prison  during  the  year  292  convicts, 


and  have  been  discharged  381  convicts. 

Of  those  received,  were  in  bad  health   93 

"  "         good  health   199 


viz :  from  Auburn  prison  district  — 

In  good  health   143 

In  bad  health   56 

  199 

viz  :  from  Sing  Sing  prison  — 

In  good  health   47 

In  bad  health   37 

  84 

U.  S.  convicts   2 

From  asylum  for  insane  criminals  '.   5 

From  Elmira  Reformatory   1 

Escaped  man  (returned)   1 


Total   292 


Of  those  discharged  there  were,  viz. : 

Received  in  good  health  and  discharged  in  good  health   264 

"           "  impaired  health   30 

"           "       bad           "           "  bad  health   21 

"           "        "            *           "  improved  health   36 

Transferred  to  asylum  for  insane  criminals   12 

Died    18 


Total   381 


52  [Assembly 

The  manner  of  discharge  was,  viz: 

Discharged  by  commutation  for  good  conduct   317 

"        "  special  commutation   17 

"        "  pardon  .           ........   12 

"        "  expiration  of  full  term   3 

"        "  transfer  to  asylum  for  insane  criminals   12 

"        "  writ  of  habeas  corpus   2 

"  death   18 


Total  ,   381 


I  append  to  this  report  the  tabulated  details  of  the  sickness  occur- 
ring during  the  year.  Zymotic  diseases  prevailed  very  largely  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months,  but  no  epidemic  or  contagious  dis- 
ease made  its  appearance  during  the  year.  The  death  list  is  larger 
than  for  the  two  immediately  preceding  years,  bufr  has  not  been  dimin- 
ished by  pardons,  and  falls  within  the  average  yearly  mortality  which 
has  occurred  at  this  prison,  which  is  1.74  percent  of  the  average 
yearly  number  in  the  prison.    This  year  the  percentage  is  1.57. 

My  official  service  at  the  prison  having  commenced  on  the  1st  of 
April  and  covering  only  a  part  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  would  not  become 
me  to  indulge  in  remarks  and  recommendations  which  a  more  ex- 
tended service  might  call  for  and  would  give  more  weight  to.  I  there- 
fore confine  myself  to  stating  that  during  my  term  of  service,  strict 
attention  has  been  given  by  the  officers  having  charge  of  the  details, 
to  the  policing  of  the  grounds  and  buildings,  and  to  the  condition  of 
the  sewerage  and  ventilation. 

The  food  and  clothing  have  been  good  and  proper,  and  the  disci- 
plinary punishment  has  been  administered  judiciously  and  firmly,  and 
without  impairment  of  the  health  of  those  whose  conduct  subjected 
them  to  it. 

The  warden,  Mr.  Moses,  has  uniformly  and  promptly  supplied  all  I 
have  desired  for  the  sick,  and  given  me  efficient  aid  in  all  matters  ap- 
pertaining to  my  duties. 

I  beg  leave  to  present  him  my  thanks  for  his  kindness  and  courtesy 
in  all  our  official  relations,  and  to  you,  sir,  for  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  placing  this  department  of  the  prison  under  my  charge. 

THEODORE  DIMON, 

Prison,  Physician. 
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TABLE  No.  6. 


Deaths  a?id  pardons,  with  percentages  thereof,  annually  on  average 

number  in  prison. 


YEAR. 

Average 
number  of 
convicts. 

Number  of 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths. 

Number  of 
pardons. 

Percentage 
of  pardons. 

1818  

97 

1 

1-03 

10 

10-31 

1819  

177 

2 

1-13 

24 

13-56 

1820  

199 

3 

1-50 

60 

30-15 

1821  

223 

5 

2-24 

46 

20-62 

1822   

228 

13 

5-70 

41 

17-98 

1823  

269 

9 

3-34 

33 

12-26 

1824   

328 

2 

•61 

64 

19-51 

386 

6 

1-55 

36 

9-32 

426 

7 

1-64 

71 

16-66 

1827   

476 

9 

1-89 

58 

12-18 

1828   

547 

9 

1-64 

59 

10-78 

1829   

604 

6 

•99 

46 

7-61 

1830   

605 

18 

2-97 

29 

4-79 

1831  

633 

15 

2-37 

37 

5-84 

1832   

646 

12 

1-86 

31 

4-79 

1833   

665 

11 

1-65 

49 

7-36 

1834   

666 

11 

1-65 

49 

7-35 

654 

10 

1-53 

54 

8-25 

656 

18 

2-74 

45 

6-86 

1837   

679 

19 

2-79 

35 

5-15 

1838   

661 

15 

2-26 

57 

8.62 

1839   

643 

10 

1  -55 

14 

2-17 

1840   

682 

14 

2-05 

33 

4-83 

1841  

701 

9 

1-28 

35 

4-99 

1842  

709 

7 

•98 

38 

5-36 

1843   

742 

11 

]  -48 

38 

5-12 

775 

10 

1-29 

47 

6.06 

1845   

737 

11 

1-49 

43 

5-83 

1846   

745 

30 

4-02 

35 

4-69 

1847   

582 

15 

2-57 

26 

4-46 

1848   

497 

12 

2-41 

.  55 

11-06 

512 

6 

1-17 

*  22 

4-29 

1850   

661 

10 

1-51 

22 

3-32 

1851  

752 

16 

2-12 

55 

7-31 

1852   

759 

12 

1-58 

85 

11-19 

1853  

753 

18 

2-39 

64 

8-49 

1854   

747 

19 

2-54 

62 

8-30 

1855   

730 

16 

2-19 

86 

11-78 

1856  

686 

8 

1-16 

47 

6-85 

1857   

678 

6 

•88 

50 

7-37 

1858   

669 

14 

2-09 

53 

7-92 

1859   

788 

13 

1-65 

39 

4-94 
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TABLE  No.  6  —  {Continued). 


VI?  A  T? 

Average 
Dumber  of 

convicts. 

Number  of 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of  deaths. 

Number  of 
pardons. 

Percentage 
of  pardons. 

1860   

855 

13 

1. 

52 

25 

2 

92 

1861  

856 

13 

1 

52 

39 

4- 

55 

1862   

795 

18 

2 

26 

29 

3 

64 

1863   

757 

18 

2 

37' 

20 

2 

64 

1864   

691 

15 

2 

17 

50 

(V 

I 

23 

1865   

532 

4 

75 

54 

10 

15 

1866   

684 

3 

43 

61 

8 

91 

1867   

840 

15 

1 

■78 

48 

5 

71 

1868   

918 

10 

1 

-08 

33 

3 

59 

1869   

951 

11 

1 

■15 

50 

5 

25 

1870   

936 

6 

•  64 

18 

1 

92 

1871  

964 

8 

•83 

32 

3 

31 

1872   

1,112 

8 

•72 

45 

4 

04 

1873   

1,107 

12 

1 

•  08 

17 

1 

53 

1874   

1,192 

15 

1 

•25 

22 

1 

84 

1875   

1 ,261 

19 

1 

•50 

20 

2 

06 

1876   

1,380 

30 

2 

•17 

28 

2 

•03 

1877   

1,387 

16 

1 

•15 

26 

1 

87 

1878   

1,332 

13 

•97 

35 

2 

■62 

1879   

1,146 

18 

1 

•57 

29 

2 

•53 

Total  number  of  convicts  received  since  foundation  of 


prison  (62  years)   17,855 

Total  number  of  deaths  since  foundation  of  prison  (62 

years)   733 

Average  yearly  percentage  of  deaths   1-74 

Average  percentage  of  deaths  for  this  year  (1879)   1-57 

Total  number  of  pardons  since  foundation  of  prison 

(62  years)   2,570 

Average  yearly  percentage  of  pardons   7-33 

Average  percentage  of  pardons  for  this  year  (1879)   2-53 
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TABLE  No.  7. 

REPORT  of  diseases  among  convicts  in  Auburn  State  Prison  for  the 
six  months  ending  September  30,  1879. 


Classes  of 
Diseases. 


Class  I. 
Zymotic  diseases. 


Class  II. 

Constitutional 
diseases. 


Class  III. 
Local  diseases. 


Orbers  of  Diseases. 


Order  1 . 
Miasmatic  diseases: 

Catarrh  

Cholera  morbus  

Diarrhoea   

Dysentery  

Erysipelas  

Influenza  

Malarial  fevers  

Ophthalmia  

Rheumatalgia  

Tonsillitis  

All  others  qf  this  order 

Order  2. 
Entlietic  diseases : 

Gonorrhea   

Stricture  of  urethra.  .. 

Syphilis  

All  others  of  this  order 

Order  3. 

Dietic  diseases : 
Scurvy    


Order  4. 

Parasitic  diseases: 
Worms  


Order  1. 

Diathetic  diseases: 
Cancer   


Order  2. 
Tubercular  diseases : 

Anaemia  

Haemoptysis  

Phthisis  ". ..  .. 

Scrofula  


Order  1. 
Nervous  system : 

Cephalalgia  

Convulsions  

Epilepsy  

Mania  

Meningitis  

Neuralgia  

Otitis  

Vertigo  

All  others  of  this  order. 

Order  2. 
Organs  of  circulation: 

Angina  pectoris  

Valvular  disease  

Varix  

All  others  of  this  order. 


Order  3. 

Respiratory  organs : 
Asthma   


Number  of  Cases. 


April 
1879 


175 

is 

1 

2 
85 
102 
15 

63 

2 


15 


17 


May 
1879. 


38 

"i 

14 
154 
21 
80 
9 
1 


June 
1879. 


53 

39 
4 
1 

93 
14 
71 

7 
2 


12 


July 
1879. 


49 
5 
105 
7 


11 


Aug 
1879. 


46 
67 
267 
11 
1 

'48 
8 
57 
5 
1 


Sept. 
1879. 
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TABLE  No.  7  —  {Continued.) 


Classes  of 
Diseases. 


Class  in. 

Local  diseases. 


Class  IV. 

Developmental 
diteases. 

Class  V. 
External  causes. 


Orders  of  Diseases. 


Order  3. 
Respiratory  organs : 

Bronchitis  

Epistaxis  

Pleurisy  

Pneumonia  

Pharyngitis  

All  others  of  this  order. 


Order  4. 
Digestive  organs : 

Ascites  

Colic  

Constipation.  .   

Dyspepsia    

Emesis  

Fistula  in  ano  

Gastralgia   

Gastritis  

Hemorrhoids  

Haematemesis  

Hernia   

Hepatitis  

Jaundice  

Peritonitis  

Splenitis  

Odontalgia  

All  others  of  this  order. 

Order  5. 

Urinary  organs : 

Diabetis  

Dysuria  

Nephritis  

All  others  of  this  order. . 

Order  6. 
Generative  organs : 

Hydrocele  

Orchitis  ■   

All  others  of  this  order. 

Order  7. 
Organs  of  locomotion : 

Periostitis  

Rheumatism  

All  others  of  this  order. , 


Order  8. 
Integumentary  system  : 

Abscess  

Boils    

Eczema  

Hordeolum  

Tumors  

Ulcers  

Urticaria  

All  others  of  this  order. 

Order  1. 

Of  nutrition : 
Old  age,  debility  

Order  1. 
Violence : 

f Burns  and  scalds  

Fracture  .    . .  .   

Frost  

Foreign  substance  in  eye 

Sprain  

Wounds— contused  . 


Number  of  Cases. 


April 
1879. 

May 
1879. 

June 
1879. 

July 
1879. 

Aug 
1879. 

Sept. 
loi9. 

Total 
for  6 
mos. 

40 

24 

13 

24 

17 

9 

127 

3 

4 

7 

5 

8 

7 

"3 

"4 

"5 

32 

6 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

15 

1 

1 

15 

"2 

1 

18 

1 

1 

25 

"38 

38 

55 

"48 

"ie 

220 

104 

112 

103 

101 

56 

66 

542 

QQ 

42 

IfW 

101 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

"5 

7 

"i 

"3 

2 

"2 

20 

1 

1 

11 

"ii 

6 

"io 

6 

ii 

55 

l 

1 

2 

Q 
0 

a 
o 

1 

1 
± 

1 

A 
1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

2 

"3 

.... 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

"2 

4 

4 

"3 

14 

20 

16 

23 

23 

15 

"2i 

118 

on 
ou 

an 
ou 

1 

1 

33 

"29 

19 

21 

24 

'  16 

142 

•  i 
± 

1 

5 

.... 

"i 

1 

7 

1 

.... 

1 

.... 

2 

1 

1 

4 

28 

24 

22 

32 

"23 

"24 

153 

1 

L 

1 

M. 

O 

a 

"is 

14 

"5 

8 

"3 

*3 

51 

2 

4 

4 

4 

3 

17 

8 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

18 

6 

4 

12 

2 

2 

2 

27 

10 

8 

3 

5 

1 

4 

31 

1 

1 

2 

1 

"i 

"2 

"4 

■  ■  •  ■ 

8 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

15 

3 

2 

7 

3 

"<s 

ie 

"ii 

8 

6 

50 

7 

1 

2 

3 

1 

14 

10 

6 

11 

14 

14 

7 

62 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 

1 

1 

6 

"*6 

"5 

"8 

"i 

"4 

33 

5 

3 

3 

6 

3 

2 

22 

13 

3 

3 

1 

8 

10 

38 

62  [Assembly,  No.  21.] 


TABLE  No.  7  —  {Continued.) 


Classes  op 
Diseases. 

Orders  of  Diseases. 

Number  of  Cases. 

April 

May 

AO  t  V* 

June 

lot  U. 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 
lot  y . 

Total 
for  6 

mos. 

"Jtaoo  V 
■ —  1j  -A  i .  lT5     T  . 

External  causes. 

Ordvh  1 

Violence : 
Wounds— incised   

9 

4 

4 

8 

7 
5 
1 
6 

6 
3 
1 
4 

4 

3 

3 

5 
1 
3 
1 

35 
16 
5 
34 

Wounds  lacerated  

Wounds  punctured  

All  others  of  this  order  

Total  

"n 

1,079 

878 

730 

802 

858 

851 

5,198 

ABSTRACT. 


Remaining  from  previous  six  months   68 

Admitted  to  treatment  during  the  last  six  months    5,198 


Total  treatment  during  the  last  six  months  5,266 


Died     10 

Transferred  to  State  Asylum  for  insane  criminals   4 

Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence   7 

Discharged  cured   4,373 

Discharged  improved      754 

Remaining  under  treatment  at  end  of  six  months   118 


Total   5,266 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPOBT 


Auburn  Prison,  September  30,  1879. 
To  the  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendejit  of  Prisons  for  the  State  of  Neio  York  : 

Dear  Sir  —  In  offering  to  you  this,  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
ending  September  30,  1879,  I  beg  leave  to  return  thanks  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  benefactions  of  the  past  year,  and  to  you, 
dear  sir,  for  the  cordial  support  you  have  given  me  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  pertaining  to  my  office.  The  duties  of  the  Chaplain  are 
often  very  delicate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  moral  and  physical  evils 
are  so  intimately  connected,  and  those  who  are  administering  relief  to 
the  one  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  other. 

I  am  pleased  also  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
agent  and  warden,  Hon.  Wm.  J.  Moses,  and  the  other  officers  of  this 
prison,  in  my  effort  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  my  office. 

Religious  Services. 

With  regard  to  time  and  manner,  our  religious  services  are  the  same 
as  heretofore  reported  to  you.  At  eight  o'clock  on  every  Sabbath  morn- 
ing we  hold  a  Sabbath  school  service  attended  by  about  250  prisoners. 
Students  from  the  theological  seminary  are  the  teachers  principally. 
The  school  continues  one  hour.  At  nine  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  hold  a 
service  in  the  chapel,  with  nearly  all  the  prisoners  present.  They  all 
join  in  singing  and  manifest  deep  interest  in  the  entire  service,  which 
is  conducted  according  to  the  usage  of  other  congregations  in  the 
city. 

We  make  frequent  visits  to  the  hospital,  furnishing  such  comfort  to 
the  suffering  as  we  are  able  to  give. 

Our  Library. 

In  our  opinion  there  is  no  one  thing  that  tends  to  aid  in  the  adminis- 
tration ef  discipline  more  than  plenty  of  good  reading  matter.  Our 
library  is  far  too  small  to  meet  this  demand.  We  have  done  the  best 
we  could  with  the  legislative  appropriation  of  last  year.  If  the  five 
hundred  dollars  appropriated  could  have  all  been  expended  for  the 
library  proper,  we  should  have  less  reason  to  complain.  But  out  of* 
the  above  sum  quite  an  amount  had  to  be  expended  to  purchase  Bibles 
and  hvmn  books. 

The  law  for  many  years  has  required  the  Chaplain  to  furnish  each 
prisoner  with  a  Bible  and  hymn  book,  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 
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Estimates  for  such  supplies  have  always  been  allowed  by  the  comptroller 
till  the  past  year,  when  for  some  reason  or  another  they  were  no  longer 
allowed.  It  will  take  seven  hundred  dollars,  at  least,  for  the  library 
alone,  to  put  it  in  a  proper  condition. 

Correspondence. 

Letters  are  the  links  that  connect  the  prisoner  with  the  outside 
world,  and  especially  with  his  home.  And  as  one  has  written  —  "A 
letter  timely  writ  is  a  rivet  in  the  chain  of  affection  "  —  so  we  find  it 
among  those  men.  All  .outgoing  and  incoming  letters  pass  through 
our  hands  and  are  examined  by  us.  This  is  a  great  draft  upon  our 
time  and  care. 

Discipline. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  again  make  mention  of  the 
fact  I  referred  to  last  year,  and  that  is,  that  labor  is  as  much  an 
auxiliary  to  virtue,  as  it  is  a  means  of  support.  Idleness,  in  my 
opinion,  is  paving  the  way  for  thousands  of  young  men  to  prison 
cells.  In  furnishing  work  for  these  men,  you  are  doing  more  to  pre- 
vent the  outgoing  prisoners  from  falling  into  crime,  than  any  agency 
I  can  now  think  of.  The  cry  that  the  industry  within  the  walls  of 
the  prison  comes  in  contact  with,  and  militates  against  the  working 
man  outside,  has  but  little  foundation.  Are  not  these  convicts  men 
like  ourselves,  with  bodies  to  feed  and  clothe,  and  with  minds  to  be 
cultivated  and  souls  to  be  saved?  We  must  not  forget  that  the  duty 
of  society  to  these  men  is  not  small.  When  they  have  paid  the  penalty 
of  their  crime,  and  come  forth  to  freedom,  they  stand,  in  respect  to 
equal  rights,  upon  a  level  with  the  rest  of  mankind.  A  large  number 
of  the  young  men  in  our  prisons,  feeling  the  pain  inflicted  upon  them 
for  their  folly  and  crime,  are  ambitious  to  acquire  habits  of  industry 
that  shall  guide  them  in  healthful  callings  when  they  are  again 
free. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  old  and  hardened  criminals,  of  those 
young  men  there  certainly  is  hope,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  good  citi- 
zens to  give  them  a  helping  hand.  A  man  learning  a  trade  is  master- 
ing the  art  of  self-help.  Where  industry  is,  unrest  and  disorder  do 
not  come. 

I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come  when  a  portion  of  the  earnings  of 
each  man  while  in  prison  may  be  set  apart  for  his  own  benefit,  and 
that  of  his  family. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  are  herewith  appended. 

Most  truly, 

WM.  SEARLS,  Chaplain. 
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Table  No.  1. 

Total  number  in  Auburn  prison  September  30,  1879. 

White   1,051 

Colored  .•   49 

Indian   4 

Total  .   1,104 


Table  No.  2. —  Showing  their  Nativity. 

Born  in  the  United  States. 


Connecticut   7 

District  of  Columbia   2 

Delaware   1 

Florida   1 

Illinois    7 

Indiana   2 

Kentucky   3 

Louisiana   i 

Maryland   7 

Missouri   2 

Michigan   4 

Maine   3 


Massachusetts   10 

New  Jersey  .'   17 

Nebraska   1 

New  Hampshire   1 

New  York   677 

North  Carolina   2 

Ohio   11 

Pennsylvania   40 

Rhode  Island   4 

Virginia   9 

Vermont   8 

Wisconsin   2 


Total    822 


Born  in  other  countries. 


At  sea   1 

Brazil   1 

Cauada   43 

Cuba   4 

Denmark  •  2 

England   41 

France   17 

Finland    1 

Germany   50 

Holland    2 

Ireland   89 

Italy   10 


Malta   

Mexico  

Nova  Scotia 
New  Brunswick 

Netherlands  

Poland  

Scotland  , 

Spain  

Sweden  , 

Switzerland 

Wales  , 

West  Indies 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
6 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 


Total    282 


Recapitulation. 


Born  in  the  United  States 
Born  in  other  countries  .. 


822 
282 


Total   
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Table  No.  3. —  Exhibit  of  crime. 

Against  the  person. 

Assault  to  kill   41 

Assault  to  rape  '.   15 

Assault  with  deadly  weapons   1 

Assault,  felonious   3 

Assault  to  harm   20 

Assault  and  abduction   1 

Burglary  and  rape   3 

Bigamy   11 

Incest                                                                              ...  6 

Manslaughter,  various  degrees   19 

Murder,  various  degrees   45 

Producing  miscarriage   1 

Eape   47 

Seduction   1 

Sodomv   1 


Total    215 


Against  property. 

Arson  and  attempts   30 

Burglary  and  attempts   272 

Burglary  and  larceny   158 

Burglary  and  larceny  and  receiving  stolen  goods   5 

Embezzlement    3 

False  pretenses   5 

Forgery    50 

Grand  larceny   156 

Larceny  from  the  person  and  attempts   32 

Larceny  after  felony   12 

Petit  larceny,  second  offense   9 

Eeceiving  stolen  goods  '   32 

Stealing  dead  body    3 

...  •  ____ 

Total    747 


Against  personal  property. 

Abandoning  a  child   1 

Obstructing  railroad  train   3 

Perjury   2. 

Perjury,  subornation  of   2 

Robbery  and  attempts   129 

Stoning  railroad  carriages   2 


Total   139 
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Against  government. 


Assisting  an  escape  from  jail  

Counterfeiting  

Making  and  selling  obscene  pictures 


Total 


Recapitulation. 

Crime  against  person   215 

Crime  against  person  and  property     139 

Crime  against  property   74? 

Crime  against  government   3 

Total    1,104 


Table  No.  4. 


Counties  where  convicted. 


Allegany   11 

Albany    1 

Broome   13 

Clinton   2 

Cayuga   10 

Chautauqua   29 

Cattaraugus   24 

Chemung   32 

Cortland   12 

Chenango   7 

Delaware   16 

Dutchess   1 

Erie   140 

Genesee   17 

Herkimer   25 

Jefferson   28 

Kings   9 

Lewis   9 

Livingston   10 

Monroe   66 

Madison   24 

New  York   253 

Niagara   34 


Oneida   59 

Onondaga   51 

Ontario   20 

Orleans   11 

Otsego   11 

Orange   4 

Oswego  w   30 

Putnam   1 

Queens   12 

Richmond   6 

Seneca   3 

Suffolk   3 

Schuyler   5 

Steuben   18 

St.  Lawrence   3 

Tioga   20 

Tompkins   5 

Ulster   2 

Wayne   24 

Wyoming   18 

Westchester   16 

Washington  •  1 

Yates   8 


Total 


1,104 
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Table  No.  5. 

Showing  terms  of  sentence. 

One  year  and  less  than  two   25 

Two  years  and  less  than  three   107 

Three  years  and  less  than  four   115 

Four  years  and  less  than  rive   120 

Five  years  and  less  than  six   270 

Six  years  and  less  than  seven   26 

Seven  years  and  less  than  eight   75 

Eight  years  and  less  than  nine   44 

Nine  years  and  less  than  ten   4 

Ten  years  and  less  than  eleven   109 

Eleven  years  and  less  than  twelve   3 

Twelve  years  and  less  than  fourteen   18 

Fourteen  years  and  less  than  fifteen   2 

Fifteen  years  and  less  than  seventeen   52 

Seventeen  years  and  less  than  eighteen   7 

Eighteen  years  and  less  than  nineteen  . .'   11 

Nineteen  years  and  less  than  twenty    3 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty-five   53 

Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty   1 

Thirty  years  and  less  than  thirty-five   1 

Life   58 


Total   1,104 


Table  No.  6. 

Showing  age  when  convicted. 

Fifteen  years  and  less  than  sixteen   3 

Sixteen  years  and  less  than  seventeen   5 

Seventeen  years  and  less  than  eighteen   16 

Eighteen  years  and  less  than  twenty   72 

Twenty  years  and  less  than  twenty-five   335 

Twenty-five  years  and  less  than  thirty   +.   287 

Thirty  years  and  less  than  forty   229 

Forty  years  and  less  than  fifty   Ill 

Fifty  years  and  less  than  sixty   36 

Sixty  years  and  less  than  seventy   9 

Seventy  years  and  less  than  eighty   1 


Total   1,104 
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Table  No.  7. 


Showing  previous  occupation. 


Artists  

Actors  

Agents  

Bakers   

Brick  makers   

Barbers  

Bar  keepers  

Blacksmiths  and  iron  work- 
ers   

Boatmen  

Bricklayers  

Book  binders  

Brakemen  

Book-keepers  and  clerks  . . 

Bankers  

Brewers  

Butchers  

Carpenters  and  joiners. . . . 

Conductors  

Caulkers  

Cigar  makers  

Cooks  

Civil  engineers  

Cabinet  makers  

Coopers  

Deputy  sheriffs  . .  

Dentists    


Druggists  . . . 
Engineers  . . . 

Farmers  

Firemen  .... 
Fishermen  . . 
Gardeners  . . . 
Glass  blowers 


1 

2 
8 
8 
1 
22 
8 

25 
18 
5 
2 
11 
31 
1 
2 
18 
48 
2 
1 
19 
12 
3 
6 
7 
1 
1 
1 

14 

39 
8 
3 
6 
4 


Total 


Gold  platers  

Harness  makers  

Hatters  

Laborers  

Lath  and  plasterers  

Lawyers  

Masons  and  stone  cutters. . 

Millwrights  

Merchants  

Machinists  

Moulders  

Ostlers  

Physicians  

Plumbers  and  gas  fitters. . . 

Printers  

Professors  of  languages. . . . 

Peddlers  

Painters  

Silver  platers   

Sail  makers  

Seamen     

Shoemakers  

Schoolmasters  

Tailors  

Tinsmiths  

Teamsters  

Tanners  

Upholsterers  

Weavers  and  spinners 

Waiters  

Watchmakers  and  jewelers. 

Wagon  makers  

Wood  carvers  


1 

5 
2 

439 
6 
3 

28 
1 
5 

20 
9 

14 
3 

12 
13 

1 
12 
28 

1 

1 
23 
45 

3 

15 
7 

26 
7 
3 
8 

14 
3 
4 
4 


1,104 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  their  education. 

Academical   30 

Collegiate   19 

( iommoD  school   494 

High  school   15 

No  education  *.   123 

Read  and  write  < . . . .  262 

Read  only   161 


Total 


1,104 
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Table  No.  9. 
Habits. 

Intemperate   406 

Moderate   303 

Temperate   395 

c   

Total   1,104 


Table  No.  10. 

Social  relations. 

Married   420 

Single   684 

Total....   1,104 


Table  No.  11. 

How  often  committed. 

For  the  first  time   872 

For  the  second  time   178 

For  the  third  time   36 

For  the  fourth  time   11 

For  the  fifth  time   6 

For  the  sixth  time   1 

Total   1,104 
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CLINTON  PRISON. 


AGENT  AND  WARDEN'S  REPORT. 

Dannemora,  N.  Y., ) 
October  1,  1879.  [ 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Priso?is,  Albany,  N.  Y.  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  annual  report 
of  this  prison  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1879.    My  ap- 
pointment took  effect  July  15,  1879  ;  my  report  must,  therefore,  be 
mainly  based  upon  the  records  of  this  office. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  were   $108,539  02 

Receipts   46,762  75 


Deficiency   $61,776  27 


or  $15,251.37  less  than  the  year  ending  September  30,  1878. 

The  average  cost  of  rations  was  HfW  cents  per  day  per  man.  The 
total  cost  for  rations,  clothing,  police  duty,  etc.,  was  51  cents  per  day 
per  man. 

There  were  113  men  received  and  280  discharged  during  the  year. 
The  average  number  of  men  per  day  was  573.  With  an  enlarged 
prison  and  the  enhanced  price  for  convict  labor  that  the  railroad 
insures  to  this  prison,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  in  time  Clinton  prison 
will  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  State. 

I  also  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  State  has  a  quantity 
of  land  near  Clinton  prison  from  which  the  wood  has  been  removed 
and  which  contributes  nothing  to  the  support  of  schools  or  highways. 
The  lands  are  mostly  occupied  by  squatters  who  pay  no  rent  to  the 
^  State.  I  respectfully  recommend  the  sale  of  all  such  lands,  actual  set- 
'  tiers  having  the  preference  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed  in  1877. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  the  clerk,  physician  and 
chaplain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ISAIAH  FULLER, 

Agent  and  Warden. 


CLERK'S  REPORT. 


Dannemora,  October  1,  1879. 

To  Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbdry: 

Sir —  In  accordance  with  law  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
matters  pertaining  to  the  department  under  my  charge,  in  this  prison, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1879. 

CHAS.  F.  TOWNER,  Clerk. 

Financial. 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  Oct.  1.  1878   $17  03 

To  treasurer's  drafts  during  year    108,553  71 

To  cash  received  from  contract  labor   33,387  03 

To  cash  from  small  sales  and  deposits. . . .  5,715  65 


Or. 

By  expenses  for  : 

Salaries,  including  amount  paid  guards 
while  building  railroad  by  convicts,  esti- 


Materials,  tools,  etc.,  estimate  No.  3  

Stationery,  estimate  No.  4  

Mileage,  discharged  convicts,  etc.,  estimate 

No.  5  

Furniture,  estimate  No.  6  

Drugs,  etc.,  estimate  No.  7  

Clothing  and  bedding,  estimate  No.  8. . . . 

Building  and  repairs,  estimate  No.  9  

Fuel  and  lights,  estimate  No.  10  

Hay  and  feed,  estimate  No.  11   

Miscellaneous,  estimate  No.  12  

By  deposit  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of 

New  York,  from  all  sources  (see  table 


$147,673  42 


By  cash  on  hand 


$44,934 

64 

34,161 

87 

5,318 

00 

460 

74 

5,322 

93 

642 

03 

639 

13 

3,619 

44 

2,<6i 

96 

6,814 

09 

1,254 

77 

3,109 

42 

35,102 

68 

31 

72 

$147,673  42 
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Special  Appropriations. 

On  hand  at 
last  report. 

Heating  appropriation    $4  28 

Plank  road  appropriation   429  25 

Building  appropriation    531  31 

Amount  received. 

Library  appropriation   1 , 000  00 

Steam  kettles   1.200  00 

Steam  fixtures  for  shops   1,100  00 

Wall  appropriation   1,000  00 

Solitary  cells  appropriation   5,000  00 


Amount  ex-  Amount  on 

pended.  on  hand. 

  $4  28 

$146  57  282  68 

531  22  09 

503  66  496  34 

  1,200  00 

1,060  79  39  21 
775  80  224  20 
  5,000  00 


Manufacturing  Department. 
Dr. 

To  receipts  from  sales  of  nails  and  sundry  articles  belong- 
ing to  the  department   $7,660  07 

Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  to  credit  Treasurer  State  of  New  York.  $7,660  07 

Table  No.  2. 

Table  of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  Clinton  prison  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1879. 


Receipts. 

MONTHS. 

Manufactur- 
ing. 

Prison. 

Total. 

Expenditures. 

October,  1878.... 
November,  "  .... 

December,  "   

January,  1879  

February,    "  .... 

March,  "   

April,  "   

May,  "   

June,  "   

July,          «  .... 
August,  "   

$2,049  83 
1,035  47 
1,064  70 
551  35 
255  00 
513  09 

183  17 
1,269  74 
123  92 
613  80 

$2,987  38 
2,741  30 
3,377  82 
2,582  47 
2,752  37 
2,488  37 
3,810  93 
3,833  86 
3,812  06 
3,227  31 
4  144  40 
3,344  41 

$5,037  21 
3,776  77 
4,442  52 
3,133  82 
3,007  37 
3,001  46 
3,810  93 
4,017  03 
5,081  80 
3,351  23 
4,758  20 
3,344  41 

$11,577  34 
10,351  50 
10,643  02 
9,847  63 
8,317  24 
8,566  88 
7,720  49 
7,309  21 
7,924  08 
8,109  28 
6,859  19 
6,942  84 

Total  

$7,660  07 

$39,102  68 

$46,762  75 

$104,168  70 

Add  amount  paid  guards  while  building  railroad  by  con- 
victs for  months  of  June,  July,  August,  September 

4,370  32 

Total  

$108,539  02 
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Expenditures   1108,539  02 

Receipts  —  manufacturing   $7,660  07 

prison   39 , 102  68 

  46,762  75 


Deficiency  for  year   $61,776  27 


The  number  of  convicts  in  this  prison  Oct.  1,  1878,  was   649 

There  were  received  during  the  year   113 

  762 

The  number  discharged  was  : 

By  commutation  earned  for  good  conduct   251 

By  expiration  of  sentence   8 

By  pardon   10 

By  commutation  granted  by  governor   5 

By  transfer  to  Sing  Sing   2 

By  transfer  to  asylum   10 

By  died   4 

  290 


Remaining  in  prison  Sept.  30,  1879   472 


Employed  as  follows : 

On  hat  contract     290 

State  work  and  waiters   148 

Cripples  and  sick  in  hospital   34 

  472 


The  daily  average  during  the  year  was   573 


Table  No.  3. 

Convicts  received  at  Clinton  prison  during  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879, 
showing  counties  where  convicted. 

Albany  4   14 

Clinton   8 

Columbia   3i 

Essex   2j 

Fulton   3i 

Franklin   2 

Greene.    1 

Montgomery   10 

New  York  ,  ; . . .  2 

Rensselaer   18- 

Saratoga   9 

Schoharie   2 

Schenectady   7 

St.  Lawrence   9 
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Sullivan                                                                       . . .  6 

Ulster   4 

Washington   13 


113 


Table  No.  4. 

Showing  crimes  for  which  convicted. 


Crimes  against  property : 

Grand  larceny   24 

Burglary,  1st  degree   1 

Burglary,  3d  degree   36 

Burglary  and  larceny   12 

Larceny,  2d  offense   7 

Forgery,  and  forgery  3d  degree   6 


86 


Against  persons  : 

Murder,  2d  degree   3 

Assault  to  ravish   4 

Larceny  from  person   3 

Incest   1 

Bigamy   2 

Felonious  assault   2 


15 


Against  persons  and  property  : 

Robbery,  1st  degree   3 

False  pretenses   2 

Arson,  3d  degree   4 

Perjury  and  subornation  of  perjury   .......  3 


12 


Recapitulation. 

Against  property   86 

Against  persons   15 

Against  persons  and  property   12 


113 


Table  No.  5. 

Showing  the  term  of  sentences. 

One  year  

Between  one  and  two  years 
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Two  years   11 

Between  two  and  three  years   14 

Three  years   6 

Between  three  and  four  years   6 

Four  years   7 

Between  four  and  five  years   10 

Five  years  *   16 

Six  years   2 

Between  six  and  seven  years   1 

Seven  years   2 

Eight  years   3 

Ten  years   1 

Fifteen  years   2 

Twenty  years   .  1 

Life   3 


113 


Table  No.  6. 

Showing  their  previous  occupations. 

Book-keepers   1 

Teamsters   5 

Brick  makers   1 

Paper  makers   1 

Tinsmiths   1 

Manufacturers   1 

Cabinet  makers  /   2 

Lumberman    1 

Carpenters   3 

Cooks   2 

Brush  makers   2 

Farmers   19 

Brokers   1 

Painters   3 

Traveler  .   1 

Machinists  .•   2 

Tailors  T   3 

Engineers   6 

Clerks   1 

Cotton  workers   2 

Waiters   1 

Barbers   3 

Laborers   15 

Gas  fitters     1 

Blacksmiths   2 

Moulders   6 

Spinners   1 

Cigar  makers -fc-.   1 

Brakemen      1 
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Sawyers   1 

Iron  makers   1 

Shoemakers   6 

No  occupation   2 

Salesmen   1 

Glove  cutter   1 

Storekeeper   1 

Boat  builder   1 

Porter   1 

Stonecutter   1 

Cotton  picker   1 

Choppers  ?   2 

Liveryman   1 

Boatman   1 

File  cutter   1 

Cooper   1 

School  teacher  ■   1 


113 


Table  No.  7. 

Shoioing  luhether  idle  or  employed  at  arrest. 

Employed   50 

Idle   63 


113 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  their  color. 

White   108 

Black   5 

113 


Table  No.  9. 

Showing  their  ages  when  convicted. 

Sixteen  years  of  age   1 

Seventeen  years  of  age   4 

Eighteen  years  of  age   4 

Nineteen  years  of  age   8 

Twenty  years  of  age   4 

Twenty-one  years  of  age     6 

Twenty- two  years  of  age   7 

Twenty-three  years  of  age   10 

Twenty-four  years  of  age   7 

Twenty-five  years  of  age   5 

Twenty-six  years  of  age   6 

Twenty-seven  years  of  age   4 


80 


[A! 


Twenty-eight  years  of  age  

Twenty-nine  years  of  age  

Thirty  years  of  age  

Thirty-one  years  of  age  

Thirty-two  years  of  age  

Thirty-three  years  of  age  

Thirty-four  years  of  age  

Thirty-five  years  of  age  

Thirty-six  years  of  age  

Thirty-seven  years  of  age  

Thirty-eight  years  of  age  

Thirty-nine  years  of  age  

Forty  years  of  age  

Forty-one  years  of  age  

Forty-two  years  of  age  

Forty-four  years  of  age  

Forty-five  years  of  age . .   

Forty-seven  years  of  age  

Forty-eight  years  of  age  

Forty-nine  years  of  age  

Fifty  years  of  age  

Fifty-two  years  of  age  

Fifty-three  years  of  age  

Fifty-five  years  of  age  

Seventy  years  of  age  

Table  No.  10. 

Showing  nativity. 

New  York  

Connecticut  

Iowa  

Massachusetts   

West  Virginia   

South  Carolina  

Pennsylvania   

Ohio  

Maine  

New  Hampshire   

Vermont    


France  . 
Malta  . . 
Sweden 
Ireland  . 
Canada 
England 
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Recapitulation. 

Born  in  the  United  States  .  ■   93 

Born  in  other  countries  •   20 

113 

•  _ 

Table  No.  11. 


Showing  hoto  often  convicted. 

First  time   .<   64 

Second  time    34 

Third  time    8 

Fourth  time  '   5 

Fifth  time   1 

Ninth  time  •   1 


113 

Table  No.  12. 

Showing  degree  of  education. 

Read  and  write  ^   87 

Read  and  not  write   10 

No  education   10 


113 

Table  No.  13. 

Showing  their  habits. 

Temperate   31 

Moderate   34 

Intemperate   48 


113 


Table  No.  14. 

Names  of  convicts  who  have  been  pardoned  daring  the  year. 


NAME. 


Patrick  Flannigan  .  . 

Thomas  Allen.   

Charles  A.  Robinson. 
Isaac  Franklin 

John  Meehan  

John  Donnelly  

Schuyler  Town  

Michael  Leflarron... 

Frederick  Levy   

J.  W.  Munger  


County  where 
Convicted . 


Chemung  .... 
New  York 
Saratoga  . 
New  York . . . 
Rensselaer. .. 
New  York 
St.  Lawrence 
Washington  , 
New  York  . . 
Albany   


Date  of 
conviction. 


April  8,  '78 
May  '8,  '76 
March  22,  '77 


May 
May 
May 
Dec. 
Sept. 
June 
April 


10,  '76 

25,  '77 
'74 


27, 
11, 
25, 


'77 
'79 


Term. 


4) 


i 

15 
10 
5 
10 


03 
O 

S 


Date  of 
pardon. 


October  17,  '78 
Novem,  9,  '78 
Novem.  10,  '78 
Decern.  31,  '78 
January  21.  '79 
Feb.  12.  '79 
March  15,  '79 
March  18,  '79 
June  27,  '79 
July        4,  '79 
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Table  No.  15. 
Names  of  convicts  whose  sentences  have  been  commuted. 


NAME. 
• 

County  where 
convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Ter 

oi 
u 

09 
>> 

s 

Mos. 

Date  of 
discharge. 

Joshua  Corey  

William  Conklin   

Robert  Reed  

C.  I.  Maine  

Benjamin  Shelly  

New  York  

Queens  

Tioga  

Washington  . 

May    3»,  '58 
-August  8,  '76 
"Sept.      1,  73 
June   10,  "76 
March  3,  '77 

Life. 
5 
20 
5 
7 

•  . ... 

Novem.  30,  '78 
Decern.    7,  '78 
Decern.  30,  '78 
August    9,  '79 
Septem.  5,  '79 

Table  No.  16. 
Names  of  convicts  who  have  died  during  the  year. 


NAME. 


i    County  where 
convicted. 


Dewitt  C.  Comstock 

Charles  Mason  

William  Alvord  

John  Dean   


Ouondaga 
New  York 

Oneida  

Warren  . 


Date  of 
conviction. 


Oct.  9,  '73 

Aug.  16,  '77 

May  18,  '77 

Sept.  9,  '78 


Term. 


u 

w 

V 


Life. 

2 
3 
6 


o 


Date  of 
death. 


Novem.  4,  '78 
Decern  23,  T~ 
Feb.  9, 
April       4,  '79 


Table  No.  17. 

Convicts  who  have  been  transferred  to  asylum. 


name. 


Peter  Guy,  

Jos.  Vaccari   

Alex.  Ganser  

Thos.  Hicks  

Michael  Lawless. 
Jefferson  Knights 
John  Shuster  — 
Richard  Carroll. . 

John  Wells  

Jos.  Wright  


County 
where  convicted. 


New  York — 
New  York 

Onondaga  

Dutchess  

Ulster  

Queens  

New  York 

New  York  

Albany  

Westchester. 


Date  of 
conviction. 


Dec. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

March 

June 

Nov. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

Sept. 

Sept. 


22/76 
14, '74 
29,  "14 
14,  "74 
18, '74 
26, '67 
11. '77 
19/74 
25, '74 
16/75 


Term. 


Yrs.  Mos 


2 

Life. 

7 
15 
25 
10 

5 
10 

4 

7 


Date  of 
transfer. 


Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

April 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Oct. 


29/78 
31/78 
31/78 
31,  '78 
25/79 
25/79 
11,  '79 
25/79 
25/79 
23/78 


Table  No.  18. 
Convicts  who  have  been  transferred  to  Sing  Sing. 


NAME. 

County 
where  convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Term  . 

Date  of 
transfer. 

Yrs. 

Mos. 

Henry  Rlx  

New  York  

New  York  

Nov.  23/77 
Oct.  8/75 

Life. 
4 

May  9/79 
May  9/79 

No.  31. j 
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Table  No.  19. 


Convicts  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence. 


NAME. 

County 
where  convicted. 

Date  of 
conviction. 

Ter 
Yrs. 

M. 

Mos. 

Date  of 
discharge. 

Michael  Carroll  

John  Meachatn  4. 

John  Bray  

Louis  Lent   

Frank  Woods  

New  York  

St.  Lawrence  

New  York   

Essex  

New  York  

New  York  

New  York   

New  York  

Oct.      18,  '75 
Oct.  19/75 
Feb.  18/69 
May  21/77 
May  21/74 
June  5/77 
June  5/77 
Aug.  4/74 

3 

1 

5 
g 

5 
2 
2 
5 

"'6 

Oct.  17/78 
Oct.  18/78 
April  17/79 
May  24/79 
June  28/79 
June  5,'79 
June  5/79 
Aug.  5/79 

*  Escaped  after  serving  a  portion  of  his  time;  was  returned  and  served  the  balance. 
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PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 


Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons: 

Sir —  The  following  annual  report  of  the  physician  to  Clinton 
prison  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1879,  is  respectfully  sub- 


mitted : 

The  daily  average  number  in  prison  for  the  past  year  was. .  .  573 
The  whole  number  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  year 

was   61 

The  daily  average  number  in  hospital  (including  hospital 

steward,  nurse  and  waiters)  was     34.29 

The  number  of  applications  for  medical  and  surgical  treat- 
ment of  out-hospital  patients  was   8,843 

The  number  of  prescriptions  made  and  filled  for  out-hospital 

patients  was   8,063 

The  number  of  prescriptions  made  and  filled  for  hospital 

patien  ts  was   5,475 

The  total  number  of  prescriptions  made  and  filled  was   13,538 

The  daily  average  was   37 

The  total  cost  of  drugs,  surgical  appliances  and  apparatus 

for  the  year  was   $639  13 

The  number  <of  days'  labor  exempted  on  certificate  of  the 

physician  during  the  year  was   1,590 

The  number  of  deaths  occurring  during  the  year  was   4 

The  number  of  those  becoming  insane  and  transferred  to  the 

State  asylum  at  Auburn,  was   10 


In  exhibit  No.  1  are  given  the  names,  causes  of  death,  etc.,  of  those 
who  have  died  during  the  year. 

In  exhibit  No.  2  are  given  the  names,  form  of  insanity,  and  date  of 
transfer  of  those  becoming  insane  during  the  year.  The  causes  not 
well  defined  cannot  be  stated. 

The  light  mortality  list,  the  exemption  from  acute  diseases  and  the 
general  improvement  of  cases  of  chronic  and  especially  pulmonary  dis- 
ease during  the  past  year,  tend  to  confirm  the  observation  made  in  the 
last  annual  report  of  the  physician,  that  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view, 
this  prison  is  quite  favorably  located  and  conditioned. 

JOHN  V.  LANSING,  M.  D. 
Clinton  Prison.  Da  n'xt.mora,  N.  Y.  ) 

Oct.  1,  1879.  j" 
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CHAPLAIN'S 


REPORT. 


Clintok  Prison,  September  30,  1879. 

Hon.  L.  D.  Pilsbury  : 

Dear  Sir  —  The  work  in  my  department  has  been  going  on  as 
usual.  As  this  work  is,  of  course,  more  of  a  private  character  than 
that  of  any  other  department,  there  are  no  particulars  that  can  prop- 
erly be  made  the  subject  of  comment.  The  chapel  service  is  the  most 
important  means  at  my  command  to  accomplish  the  end  I  have  in 
view.  I  spare  no  pains  to  make  this  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  this  labor  is  not  in  vain.  The  facilities  for  dealing 
with  the  men  by  personal  and  individual  effort  are  not  such  as  I 
could  desire.  But  such  as  they  are,  my  aim  is  to  make  the  best  of 
them,  and  use  them  with  a  single  eye  to  the  one  object  to  be  striven 
for,  viz.,  to  rouse  the  conscience  and  strengthen  the  will  in  the  way  of 
that  which  is  good  and  right. 

About  three  hundred  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  library,  and 
another  addition  of  about  the  same  amount  will  be  made  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks. 

Yours  very  truly, 

J.  W.  McILWAINE,  Chaplain. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THB 

MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT 

OF  THE 

STATE  ASYLUM  FOR  INSANE  CRIMINALS, 

AUBURN,  N.  Y. 

For  tlie  Year  ending  September  30,  187'9. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  ASYLUM. 


MANAGER: 

Hon.  LOUIS  D.  PILSBURY, 
Superintendent  of  State  Prisons,  Albany,  IT  Y 

RESIDENT  OFFICERS: 

.  CARLOS  F.  MACDONALD,  M.  D., 
Medical  Superintendent. 

W.  A.  GORTON,  M.  D., 
Assistant  Physician. 

(NON-RESIDENT.) 

Ret.  WILLIAM  SEARLS, 
Chaplain. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  twentieth  annual  report  (being 
the  fourth  of  my  administration)  of  the  New  York  State  asylum  for 
insane  criminals  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879. 

The  movements  of  the  asylum  population  during  the  year  were  as 
follows: 

Men.     Women.  Total. 

Number  of  patients  Oct.  1,  1879                          107        12  119 

Admitted  during  the  year                                     36          1  37 

Total  number  treated                                   143        13  150 

Discharged  during  the  year                                   19          2  21 

Remaining  Sept.  30,  1879                             124        11  135 

Daily  average  under  treatment,  126^. 

i  Condition  of  those  discharged. 

Men.     Women.  Total. 

Recovered                                                         5          1  6 

Improved                                                            1       ...  1 

Unimproved  ^                    5          1  H 

Not  insane  •.                                            2       ...  2 

Died. . . ;                                                             6       ...  6 


19         2  21 


Of  those  admitted,  thirteen  were  from  Auburn  prison,  ten  were  from 
Clinton  prison,  five  were  from  the  Albany  county  penitentiary,  and  one 
was  from  the  Kings  county  penitentiary. 

Of  those  discharged  recovered,  one  was  liberated  upon  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  sentence,  one  was  pardoned,  three  were  returned  to  prison, 
and  one,  a  woman,  was  returned  to  her  county,  for  trial,  in  compliance 
with  an  order  from  the  court. 

The  case  discharged  as  improved  was  removed  by  friends,  who  gave 
a  bond  for  his  proper  care  and  custody. 

Of  the  cases  discharged  as  unimproved,  one  was  transferred  to  the 
Willard  asylum  for  the  chronic  insane,  three  were  returned  to  the  coun- 
ties where  they  were  convicted,  and  one  was  pardoned  and  subsequently 
removed  from  the  State  by  his  friends.  The  two  discharged  as  not 
insane  were  transferred  to  Auburn  prison. 

There  were  six  deaths  during  the  year,  being  4-8  per  cent  of  the  daily 
average,  and  3*8  per  cent  of  the  whole  number  of  patients  treated. 
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Three  died  from  consumption,  two  from  paresis,  aud  one  from  exhaus- 
tion. One  of  the  consumptives  was  barely  alive  when  admitted  to  the 
asylum,  and  died,  in  spite  of  sustaining  treatment,  within  a  month. 
The  same,  also,  is  true  of  one  of  the  paretics. 

With  the  exception  of  the  above-mentioned  fatal  cases,  the  health  of 
the  inmates  has  been  remarkably  good  throughout  the  year,  no  form  of 
fever  or  infectious  disease  of  any  kind  having  occurred.  It  is  also 
gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  an  entire  freedom  from  escapes  and  acci- 
dents during  the  year.  This  immunity  from  escapes  and  casualties  is 
not  due,  as  some  may  suppose,  to  harsh  restrictions  or  stringent  meas- 
ures in  the  discipline  and  control  of  patients,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is 
largely  attributable  to  the  constant  application  of  a  system  of  care 
which  embraces  the  inhibitipn  of  punishments  ;  an  attitude  of  dispas- 
sionate firmness,  tempered  with  kindness,  toward  the  unruly  and 
vicious;  a  constant  effort  to  minimize  the  use  of  mechanical  restraint; 
cheerful  surroundings;  pleasant  occupations;  a  wholesome  dietary,  as 
libera]  and  varied  as  our  financial  condition  will  permit ;  and,  finally, 
the  encouragement  of  good  conduct  by  the  dispensation  of  rewards,  in 
the  direction  of  extra  privileges,  to  the  fullest  extent  consistent  with  a 
proper  observance  of  custodial  requirements. 

Under  this  system  of  management,  tendencies  to  destructiveness, 
turbulence,  untidiness  and  insubordination,  on  the  part  of  patients 
have  gradually  disappeared,  and  in  their  stead  have  come  order  and 
quietude  to  a  degree  far  greater  than  was  anticipated  in  the  beginning. 
This  marked  change  in  the  condition  of  patients,  together  with  the 
infrequency  of  acutely  maniacal  cases,  such  ajs  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  ordinary  hospitals  for  the  insane,  has  enabled  us  to  dispense* 
with  the  use  of  mechanical  restraint  throughout  the  house  since  the 
first  of  last  January,  with  the  single  exception  of  a  female  patient  who 
has  worn  leathern  mittens,  fastened  with  a  locked  buckle,  to  prevent 
destruction  of  bedding.  * 

The  question  of  mechanical  restraint  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane 
is  one  that  has  been  extensively  discussed  of  late  years  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  particularly  in  Great  Britain,  where  are  found, 
among  asylum  medical  officers,  the  most  ardent  advocates  of  the  so- 
called  "  non-restraint  system  ;"  while  the  medical  officers  of  asylums 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  are,  I  believe,  as  a  rule,  in  accord  with 
those  of  our  own  country  who  generally  maintain  that,  in  certain  cases, 
mechanical  restraint  is  not  only  justifiable  and  humane  but  absolutely 
essential  to  the  protection  of  patients  and  the  promotion  of  their 
recovery. 

For  a  number  of  years  past  a  majority  of  the  medical  officers  of 
British  asylums  have  opposed  the  use  of  restraint  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  unnecessary  and  harmful,  and  claimed  that  they  obtained  better 
results  from  a  system  of  treatment  which  excludes  its  use. 

Doubtless  these  claims  are  honestly  made,  but,  from  our  position,  on 
this  side  of  the  water,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a  thoughtful 
person  can  peruse  the  annual  reports  of  the  lunacy  commissioners  of 
Great  Britain,  with  their  not  infrequent  accounts  of  broken  ribs  and 
other  accidents  to  patients,  resulting  from  their  own  violence  or  from 
struggles  with  their  attendants,  without  regarding  them  in  the  light 
of  a  sad  commentary  upon  the  "  non-restraint  system." 
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In  American  asylums,  where  restraint,  or  what  has  aptly  been  termed 
mechanical  protection,  is  generally  used,  fractured  ribs  are  among  the 
rarest  occurrences. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  there  are  a  few  British  alien- 
ists whose  views  respecting  the  use  of  restraint  are  fully  in  accord  with 
those  held  by  most  if  not  all  of  the  asylum  physicians  of  this  country, 
and  there  are  indications  of  a  reaction  of  sentiment  there  which  is 
destined  to  materially  augment  the  number.  Several  English  and  Scotcli 
superintendents  have  already  come  out  strongly  in  favor  of  the  use  of 
restraint,  and  others  will  undoubtedly  follovv  as  soon  as  the  pendulum 
of  public  opinion  completes  its  backward  tendency  to  the  restraint  side 
of  the  question. 

The  superintendent  of  a  prominent  Ettglish  asylum,  who  recently 
visited  this  institution  not  only  conceded  the  value  of  restraint  as  a 
remedial  agent,  but  admitted  its  use  at  home  in  the  form  of  the  "  wet 
pack."  Said  he,  "  at  home,  we  pack,  pack  right  and  left."  What 
would  the  non-restraint  agitators  of  this  country  say  of  an  American 
superintendent  who  made  it  a  practice  to  "  soothe  "  his  disturbed  pa- 
tients by  swathing  them  from  head  to  foot  in  wet  sheets  or  blankets  ? 

A  letter  from  another  English  asylum  physician  of  prominence 
says :  "  I  feel  no  doubt  that  what  you  say  with  regard  to  the  practice 
in  English  asylums,  that  is  the  public  asylums,  is  perfectly  true, 
namely,  that  a  great  deal  of  unacknowledged  restraint  is  practiced 
under  the  name  of  "packing."  In  short,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion, 
that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  culpable  reticence,  if  not  misrepresenta- 
tion, on  the  subject,  and  that  if  we  could  probe  the  matter  thoroughly 
we  should  find  a  good  deal  of  sham  in  it.  But  even  if  this  is  so,  I  am 
convinced  that  restraint  is  not  practiced  enough  in  our  public  asylums, 
and  that  if  superintendents  were  unrestricted,  treatment  would  be- 
come more  successful.  ***** 

"  I  am  much  interested  to  know  that  you  have  met  with  a  superin- 
tendent from  our  country  whose  evidence  confirms  what  I  now  say. 
But  I  wish  they  all  would  huve  moral  courage  to  throw  off  the  yoke 
they  labor  under." 

As  regards  the  use  of  restraint  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane,  there 
is,  I  think,  but  one  opinion  among  American  physicians  who  have 
had  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the 
subject  at  all,  namely,  that  in  certain  cases,  mechanical  restraint, 
judiciously  applied,  is  a  remedy  of  great  value. 

It  is  barely  possible,  in  large  and  overcrowded  asylums,  where 
the  overtaxed  medical  officers  are  unable  to  give  to  each 
patient  that  amount  of  individual  care  and  attention  they 
would  desire,  that  restraint  may  occasionally  be  misused ;  but 
instances  of  this  kind  must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  exceed- 
ingly rare  and  of  short  duration.  Frequent  or  continued  abuses  of 
any  kind  could  not  be  practiced  upon  patients  by  their  attendants 
without  being  discovered  by  the  medical  officers.  It  is  the  practice  in 
this  institution,  and,  I  believe,  in  all  asylums  for  the  insane,  to  care- 
fully investigate  any  and  all  complaints  of  ill-treatment  of  patients, 
whether  made  by  themselves  or  others,  and  if  found  to  be  well 
grounded,  the  offender  is  promptly  punished  by  dismissal  from  the 
service.    Great  care  is  always  exercised  in  the  selection  of  attendants, 
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but  superintendents  are  not  infallible  in  judgment,  and  even  the  most 
discerning  will  occasionally  be  deceived  by  persons  seeking  employ- 
ment. 

I  have  no  hesitancy  in  recording  myself  in  favor  of  the  use  of  re- 
straint in  suitable  cases,  and  my  object  in  referring  to  the  fact  of  its 
discontinuance  here  for  the  present  is  to  refute  the  statements  made  in 
certain  quarters,  either  through  ignorance  or  malice,  or  both,  that 
American  superintendents  make  a  practice  of  using  restraint  indis- 
criminately and  to  the  detriment  of  their  patients. 

The  existence  here  of,  with  one  exception,  the  so-called  "  non- 
restraint  system  "  can  only  be  regarded  as  an  accidental  and  temporary 
condition,  and  of  a  kind  that  is  not  likely  to  arise  in  ordinary  asylums 
where  the  population  is  mireh  larger,  more  mobile,  and  among  which 
are  always  found  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  acute,  maniacal  in- 
sanity, the  proper  treatment  of  which  demands  the  use  of  restraint, 
and  in  which  to  omit  to  use  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  neglect 
of  duty. 

The  location  of  this  asylum  is  in  many  respects  an  unfortunate  one  ; 
being  in  a  thickly  settled  part  of  the  city,  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  two  great  railroads  and  numerous  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, its  inmates  are  frequently  disturbed  at  night  by  the  noises  of 
both  steam  and  horse  cars  and  the  constant  pounding  of  atrip-hammer 
in  an  adjacent  factor)',  which  is.  in  operation  on  an  average  of  about 
five  nights  per  week.  Then,  too,  the  proximity  to  two  railroad 
depots  furnishes  an  incentive  to  working  patients  to  escape,  the  most 
of  whom  are  shrewd  enough  to  ascertain  the  hours  of  arrival  and  de- 
parture of  trains.  If  the  institution  were  situated  on  a  farm  outside 
of  the  city  limits,  as  it  should  be,  its  inmates  would  be  free  from  many 
of  the  disturbing  influences  to.  which  they  are  now  almost  constantly 
subjected,  and  its  officers  would  be  spared  from  much  perplexing  anx- 
iety and  embarrassment  on  account  of  escapes  ;  while  the  cultivation 
of  a  farm  would  afford  both  healthful  and  useful  occupation  to  a  lar^e 
percentage  of  the  patients,  the  products  of  their  labor  would  materially 
lessen  the  cost  of  their  support.  The  present  asylum  property  would 
be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  adjoining  prison,  which,  1  am  informed, 
needs  more  room  for  shops,  storehouses,  etc. ;  or,  if  thought  best,  it 
could,  with  slight  alterations,  be  converted  into  a  prison  for  women, 
the  State  not  having  one  at  present  for  that  sex.  If  used  for  the  lat- 
ter purpose,  it  could  be  placed  under  the  supervision  of  the  warden  of 
the  men's  prison,  and  thus  obviate  the  expense  and  necessity  of  two 
administrations  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  institutions,  being  sepa- 
rated by  a  high  wall,  would  incur  no  risk  of  improper  communication 
on  the  part  of  their  inmates. 

Remembering  that  the  erection  of  the  present  structure  was  com- 
menced more  than  twenty  years  ago,  when  the  question  of  separate 
provision  for  the  care  of  insane  criminals  was  still  sub  judice  and 
awaiting  the  light  of  experience  to  definitely  determine  as  to  the 
character  of  buildings,  location,  etc.,  that  would  best  meet  the  require- 
ments of  that  class,  it  is  not  surprising  that  mistakes  were  made,  both 
in  its  location  and  construction.  It  was  a  mistake  to  locate  it  other 
than  on  a  farm  of  at  least  one  hundred  acres  ;  it  was  also  a  mistake  to 
locate  it  in  proximity  to  a  large  prison  with  which  it  is  so  intimately 
associated,  in  the  public  mind,  that  it  is  regarded,  even  locally,  as 
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but  a  part  of  its  organism  instead  of  a  regularly  equipped  hospital  for 
the  insane,  caring  for  criminal  lunatics  who  have  never  been  convicted 
as  well  as  for  insane  convicts,  or,  in  other  words,  a  charitable  and  not 
a  penal  institution.  Being  thus  identified  with  the  prison,  in  the  pub- 
lic mind,  and  generally  known  as  the  u  prison  asylum,"  it  attracts  only 
that  kind  of  interest  and  sympathy  usually  bestowed  upon  penal  estab- 
lishments, whereas,  were  it  suitably  located,  rightly  constructed  and 
properly  organized,  it  would  undoubtedly  take  rank  with  and  excite 
the  same  amount  and  kind  of  interest,  socially  and  professionally, 
that  attaches  to  other  asylums  for  the  insane. 

A  sufficient  quantity  of  land  upon  which  to  erect  a  new  asylum 
could  doubtless  be  obtained  by  donation,  while  the  work  of  construction 
could  largely  be  done  by  convict  labor,  thus  providing,  at  compara- 
tively small  cost  to  the  State,  an  institution  with  facilities  for  proper 
classification  and  of  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  all  of  the 
criminal  insane  of  the  State. 

Regarding  this  subject  as  worthy  of  public  attention,  I  would  re- 
spectfully request  its  presentation  to  the  Legislature,  accompanied  by 
a  recommendation  for  the  early  appointment  of  a  commission  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject  and  report  its  conclusions  before  the  close  of  the 
coming  session. 

Objections  have  occasionally  been  made  to  the  confinement  of  un- 
convicted criminal  lunatics  {%.  e.,  persons  whose  acts  of.  violence  are 
the  offspring  of  insanity,  and  whose  lives,  prior  to  the  development 
of  the  disease,  were  exemplary,  or  at  least  not  criminal  in  character), 
with  iusane  convicts  ;  the  objections  being  based  upon  the  supposed 
higher  moral  and  social  status  of  the  former,  which,  it  is  claimed,  are 
compromised  by  enforced  contact  with  the  latter.  Theoretically  there 
may  be  some  ground  for  objections  to  the  mingling  of  the  two  classes; 
practically,  however,  they  are  of  but  trivial  significance,  especially  in 
this  State,  where  the  statute  wisely  provides  that,  "  when  a  persou  ac- 
cused of  the  crime  of  arson,  murder,  or  attempt  at  murder,  shall 
have  escaped  indictment,  or  shall  have  been  acquitted,  upon  trial, 
upon  the  ground  of  insanity,  *  *  *  the  court  shall  order  such 
person  into  safe  custody,  and  to  be  sent  to  one  of  the  State  lunatic 
asylums,  or  to  the  State  asylum  for  insane  criminals  at  Auburn,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court."  .  • 

The  intent  of  this  statute  is,  to  prevent  injustice  in  the  disposition 
of  these  cases,  and,  practically,  it  will  do  so,  if  the  courts  exercise  due 
discrimination  in  the  use  of  the  discretionary  power  granted  them. 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  histories  of  the  unconvicted  patients  sent 
to  this  asylum  by  the  courts  shows  that  a  great  majority  of  them 
have  led  immoral  lives  prior  to  the  development  of  insanity,  the  dis- 
ease, in  most  cases,  being  the  direct  entailment  of  a  long  indulgence 
in  vicious  and  criminal  habit3.  This  fact  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  determining  the  disposition  of  unconvicted  criminal 
lunatics,  as  its  recognition  at  once  places  them  on'a  level,  socially, 
with,  and  dissipates  all  objections  to  their  confinement  amoug,  the  con- 
vict insane,  many  of  whom  do  not  in  reality  belong  to  the  criminal 
classes. 

The  previous  habits  and  character  of  a  large  majority  of  the  class 
of  insane  referred  to  furnishes  a  strong  argument  against  their  com- 
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mitment  to  ordinary  asylums  where  the  inmates,  being  free  from  vice 
and  immorality,  would  be  likely  to  suffer  contamination  from  such 
association. 

Table  No.  1. 

Showing  the  general  statistics  of  the  asylum  from  its  opening  February 


2,  1859,  to  October  1,  1879. 

Total  number  admitted   529 

Total  number  discharged   394 

Total  number  discharged  recovered   129 

Total  number  discharged  improved   62 

Total  number  discharged  unimproved   96. 

Total  number  discharged  not  insane   38 

Total  number  died   63 

Total  number  discharged  (prior  to  April,  1876),  dates  and  condi- 
tion not  recorded   6 


Table  No.  2. 

Showing  the  ages  of  those  admitted  and  of  those  discharged  recovered, 
since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


From  ten  to  twenty  

From  twenty  to  thirty. . 

From  thirty  to  forty  

From  forty  to  fifty  

From  fifty  to  sixty  

From  sixty  to  seventy. . 
From  seventy  to  eighty. 
From  eighty  to  ninety.. 
Unascertained  

Grand  total  


Admitted  . 

Discharged  Recovered. 

Men. 

Women . 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total . 

23 

2 

24 

3 

3 

241 

15 

256 

71 

4 

75 

324 

6 

130 

23 

1 

24 

60 

5 

65 

13 

13 

30 

1 

31 

5 

1 

6 

8 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

1 

13 

6 

6 

500 

29 

529 

123 

6 

129 

Table  No.  3. 

Showing  the  civil  condition  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  February 
2,  1859. 


CIVIL  CONDITION. 

During  the  Year. 

Since  the  opening. 

Men. 

iWomen. 

Total . 

Men 

Women. 

Total. 

12 

24 

1 

13 
24 

146 

330 
24 

13 
13 
3 

159 
343 
27 

36 

1 

37 

500 

29 

529 
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Tabl*e  No.  4. 

Showing  the  nativity  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2, 
1859. 


During  the  Year. 


Since  the  Opening. 


New  York  J   13 

Ireland   r.   5 

Ohio   1 

Germany   2 

Pennsylvania   2 

England   3 

Virginia   2 

Switzerland   1 

Italy   2 

New  Jersey   1 

Michigan   1 

Connecticut   1 

New  Hampshire   1 

District  of  Columbia   1 

Unascertained    1 

Total   37 


New  York   215 

Pennsylvania   10 

Massachusetts   4 

Connecticut    4 

New  Jersey   4 

Michigan   1 

Maryland   4 

Georgia   2 

Illinois   1 

Ohio   3 

Louisiana. . .   2 

Virginia   3 

New  Hampshire   2 

District  of  Columbia   3 

So  nth  Carolina   1 

Canada    20 

Cuba   2 

Ireland   119 

England   25 

Scotland   2 

British  India   1 

Germany   59 

Switzerland   5 

Bohemia   1 

Sweden   1 

France   3 

Italy   5 

Spain   3 

Sicily   1 

Denmark   1 

Austria   2 

Prussia   1 

Saxony   1 

Belgium   1 

Turkey   1 

China"   2 

Vermont   3 

Unascertained   11 

Total    529 
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Table  No.  5. 


Showing  the  habits  of  life  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum.  Feb.  2,  1859. 


HABITS. 

During  the  Year. 

Since  the  Opening. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Unascertained  

Total  

9 
14 

13 

1 

1 

9 
15 
13 

 1 

101 

226 
120 
53 

{ 

8 
14 
3 
4 

109 

240 
123 
57 

36 

1 

37 

500 

29 

529 

Table  No.  6. 


Showing  the  degree  of  education  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  end- 
ing Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  Feb.  2,  1859. 


During  the  Year. 


Classical  

Academic  

Common  school   12 

Read  and  write   15 

Read  only   1 

No  education   9 


Total   37 


Since  the  Opening. 


Classical   4 

Academic   4 

Common  school   116 

Read  and  write   241 

Read  only    30 

No  education   134 


Total    529 


Table  No.  7. 

Showing  the  occupation  of  those  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the 

asylum  February  2,  1859. 


Auctioneer   1 

Architect   1 

Agent   1 

Box  makers   2 

Blacksmiths   11 

Book-keepers   7 

Barbers   6 

Broom  maker   1 


Baggageman   1 

Barkeeper   1 

Boatmen   1 

Brush  makers   2 

Butchers. .  . .  ^   6 

Carmen   4 

Carpenters   19 

Clerks  . . . :   8 


Bakers 


6  I  Coachmen 
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Table  No.  7 

Collector  and  reporter   1 

Confectioner   ] 

Commission  merchant   1 

Cooks   5 

Cabinet  makers   8 

Coopers   4 

Copyist   1 

Cigar  makers   4 

Dentist     1 

Drover    1 

Engineers .    4 

Farmers   44 

File  maker   1 

Finishers   3 

Gardeners   3 

Hatters   3 

"  Homeopathic  physician  ". .  1 

Housekeepers   8 

ILirnessmaker   2 

Iron  moulders   3 

Jewelers   2 

Locksmith   1 

Laborers   80 

Lutheran  clergyman  (?)   ] 

Merchants.    4 

Messenger     1 

Machinists   2 

Masons   6 

Miner   1 

Miller   ] 

Peddlers   2 


-  (Continued). 

Pnmpmaker  

Porters  

Painters  

Piano  maker  

Prostitutes  

Printers  

Plumbers  

Rum  sellers  

Real  estate  agent  

School  teacher  

Soldiers  

Seamstresses  

Sash  and  blind  'maker. 

Shoemakers  

Stone  cutters  

Servants  

Sailors  

Tailors  

Tinsmiths  

Tanner   

Teamsters  

Telegrapher  .  •.  

Waiters  

Weaver  

Wireworker  

Watchman  

No  occupation  

Unknown  


100 


[Assembly 


Table  No.  8. 

Showing  crimes  committed  by  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1819,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum  February  2, 
1859. 


CRIME. 


Larceny,  grand  

Larceny,  petit  

Larceny,  attempt  at  

Robbery,  highway  

Robbery  

Receiving  stolen  goods. . . . 

Burglary  

Burglary,  attempt  at  

Assault  and  battery  

Assault  and  abduction .... 

Assault  to  harm  

Assault  to  rape  

Assault  to  rob  '  

False  pretenses  

Resisting  officer  

Forgery.  

Counterfeiting  

Perjury  ,  

Vagrancy  

Passing  counterfeit  money. 

Incest  

Seduction  

Rape  

Arson  

Arson,  attempt  at  

Mayhem  

Bigamy  •.  

Desertion  

Manslaughter  

Mutiny  

Murder  

Murder,  2d  degree  

Murder,  attempt  at  


During  the  Year. 


Convicts. 


Total, 


Uncon- 
victed. 


37 


Since  the  Opening. 


Convicts. 


106 
19 

7 
27 
11 

1 

120 
8 
4 
1 

26 
10 
2 
4 
1 
10 
3 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
15 
26 
3 
2 
2 
1 

•.20 
1 

28 
5 
10 


480 
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Table  No.  9. 


Showing  the  length  of  sentence  of  those  admitted  during  the  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  Feb.  2,  1859. 


During 
the  year. 


Since  the 
opening. 


One  hundred  and  eighty  days. . . 

Six  months  

Ten  months  

One  year  and  upwards  , 

Two  years  and  upwards  

Three  years  and  upwards  

Four  years  and  upwards  

Five  years  and  upwards  

Six  years  and  upwards  

Seven  years  and  upwards  

Eight  years  and  upwards  , 

Nine  years  and  upwards  

Ten  years  and  upwards. .  

Twelve  years  and  upwards  

Thirteen  years  and  upwards  .... 
Fourteen  years  and  upwards. 

Fifteen  years  and  upwards  

Seventeen  years  and  upwards  .  . . 

Twenty  years  and  upwards  

Twenty-five  years  and  upwards.. 
Twenty-seven  years  and  upwards 

Life  

Death  

Unconvicted  


Total 


2 
6 
4 
3 
7 


37 
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Table  No.  10. 

Showing  the  alleged  duration  of  insanity  previous  to  admission  in  those 
admitted  diirina  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  S*pt.  30, 
1875. 


Three  days  

Five  days  

One  week  

Two  weeks  

Three  weeks  .... 

Four  weeks  

Six  weeks  

Two  months. . . . 

Ten  weeks  

Three  months. .  . 
Four  months .... 
Five  months. . . . 

Six  months  

Seven  months. .  . 
Eight  months. . . 

One  year  

Thirteen  months 

Three  years  

Eight  years  

Not  insane  

Unascertained. . . 


During  the  Year. 


Men.    Women.  Total 


Total, 


J 


2 
12 


36 


37 


Since  Sept.  30, 1875. 


Men.     Women.  Total 


1 

3 

2 

1 

5 

1 

9 

2 

9 

12 

] 

2 

4 

3 

7 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

13 

13 

65 

143 


11 
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Table  No.  11. 

Showing  the  form  of  mental  disorder  in  those  admitted  during  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  Sept.  30,  1875. 


Mania,  acute  

Mania,,  sub-acute 

Mania,  chronic  

Mania,  periodic  

Mania,  paroxysmal. . . 

Melancholia   

Epilepsy  

Epilepsy  with  mania. 

Dementia  

Imbecility  , 

Paresis  

Not  insane  


During  the  year. 


Men.   Women.  Total 


12 


Total   36 


12 
1 


3 
1 
2 

37 


Since  Sept.  30,  1S75. 


Men.    Women.  Total 


26 
9 

31 
4 
4 

29 
2 
2 

11 

10 
2 

13 
143 


4 
1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

i 

li 


v 
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Table  No.  12. 

Showing  the  probable  exciting  causes  in  those  admitted  during  the  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  Sept.  30.  1875. 


During  the  year. 

Since  Sept.  30 

1875. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Men . 

Women. 

Total. 

Intemperance  

► 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Ill-health  

1 

1 
1 

0 

.... 

6 

Ill-health  and  remorse  

... 

1 
1 

.... 

1 

Heart  disease  arifl  mastn vlmHnn 

1 

.... 

1 

J. 

Phfliisis  nulm on nli « 

3 

3 

7 

7 

Onnnnpniprif  in  nricnn 

13 

13 

2 

37 

Blow  on  head  

1 

1 

3 

3 

Masturbation  

5 

5 

13 

13 

Seduction  

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

n 

A 

1 

1 

5 

i 

6 

Imbecility  

3 

3 

10 

l 

11 

Chronic  meningitis  

• 

2 

2 

Uterine  disease  

"i 

1 

Paralysis  

i 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Not  insane  

2 

2 

12 

2 

14 

Unascertained  

4 

1 

5 

37 

2 

39 

Total  

36 

1 

37 

143 

11 

154 
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Table  No.  13. 


Showing  the  cause  of  death  in  those  who  died  during  flie  year  ending 
Sept.  30,  1879,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  asylum,  Feb.  2,  1859. 


"Asthenia".  

Consumption  

Consumption  and  ulcer  of  stom 
ach,  with  softening  of  brain 

"  Convulsions  "  

"  Diarrhoea"  

Dementia  

Epilepsy  

Exhaustion  from  chronic  mania 
Exhaustion  from  acute  mania 

"  General  debility  "  

General  paralysis   ... 

Gangrene  of  lung  

Heart  and  Blight's  disease  — 

Cirrhosis 
"  Old 
Suicide 

Softening  of  the  brain 
Thoracic  aneurism. . . 
Tumor  of  the  brain. . 
Not  recorded  


age 


Total 


During  the  year. 


Men.   Women.  Total 


Since  the  opening. 


Men . 

Women . 

1 

Total. 

1 

1 

20 

20 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

13 

13 

61 

2 

63 
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Table  No.  14. 
Showing  the  products  of  garden,  etc. 

Apples,  bushels   55 

Asparagus,  bushels   2 

Beans,  dwarf,  bushels     26 

Beans,  pole,  bushels   16 

Beets,  blood  turnip,  bushels   70 

Beets,  mangel  wurzel,  tons  f   5 

Cabbage,  heads   993 

Carrots,  bushels   200 

Cauliflower,  heads   230. 

Celery",  dozen   225 

Cherries,  bushels   17 

Currants,  quarts   8 

Corn,  dozen   275 

Cucumbers,  bushels.     14 

Endhives,  dozen   200 

Grapes,  bushels   12 

Greens,  beet,  bushels   54 

Lettuce,  bushels  ...  .   56 

Melon,  musk   400 

Melon,  water  ,   130 

Onions,  green,  bushels  "   14 

Onions,  dry,  bushels   25 

Okra,  dozen   50 

Parsley,  bushels   3 

Parsnips,  bushels   40 

Peas,  bushels   7 

Pears,  bushels     16 

Peppers,  dozen   6 

Potatoes,  bushels   66 

Plums,  pecks   3 

Pumpkins   13 

Radishes,  bushels   5 

Raspberries,  quarts   21 

Salsify,  dozen   4 

Spinach,  bushels   6 

Squash..  4   315 

Strawberries,  quarts  ".   600 

Tomatoes,  bushels   50 

Turnips,  ruta  baga,  tons   4 

Turnips,  yellow,  bushels  .   20 

Milk,  gallons  !   4040 

Eggs   2243 

Pork,  killed  for  use  of  asylum,  pounds   2141 

Chickens  raised   64 
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Table  Xo.  16. 


Showing  the  total  average  yearly  cos.  ,  per  capita,  for  each  year  si?ice  the 
opening  of  the  asylum,  February  2,  1859. 


YEAR. 

Average  number 
present  during 
the  year. 

Total  pxnpnflittirft 

Total  cost 
per  capita. 

1859* 

$16,387  07 

$006  61 

•5 

1860 

17,491  50 

360  64 

•9 

1861 

62 

14,173  85 

228  61 

1802  , 

78f 

12,674  01 

161  11 

1863 

80TV 

12,035  80 

150  25 

9 

1864 

?9TV 

13,942  07 

176  29 

•6' 

1865 

72f 

16,699  18 

229  54 

2 

1866 

70| 

15,937  15 

227  02 

4 

1867 

7-±tV 

16,933  94 

227  97 

4 

1868 

77| 

17,876  61 

230  14 

6 

7H 

13,954  92 

175  54 

6 

1870 

78 

19,879  39 

254  86 

4 

1871  . . 

MtU 

19,332  66 

288  28 

8 

1872  . 

84 

22,174  37 

263  97 

ti 

1873 

22,354  08 

248  24 

1874  .  . 

95£ 

23,200  73 

242  93 

8 

1875  , 

105 

25,163  60 

239  65 

3 

1876  .  , 

100£ 

29,511  23 

293  64 

4 

1877  . . 

98^ 

23,979  37 

243  44 

5 

1878  .  . 

113| 

23,027  30 

202  43- 

7 

1879  .  . 

126£ 

23,747  98 

187  73- 

1 

Average  yearly  cost,  per  capita,  for  past  twenty-one  years,  $249. 47-£. 

Since  my  last  report  the  wards  of  the  east  wing  have  been  over- 
hauled and  put  in  thorough  order.  The  ceilings  have  been  repaired 
and  whitened  and  the  walls  and  woodwork  painted  throughout;  a 
dumb  waiter  provided  in  the  pantries  and  the  floor  of  the  first  ward 
corridor  relaid  with  well  seasoned,  maple  flooring.  These  wards,  with 
their  pictures,  plants  and  newly  painted  walls  now  present  a  very 
comfortable  and  cheerful  appearance. 

The  lower  ward  (which  by  a  recent  change  in  the  numbers  of  the 
wards  is  now  designated  the  filth),  in  the  new  wing  has  been  com- 
pleted in  a  plain,  substantial  manner,  and  is  now  occupied  by  the 
working  patients.  The  plastering  is  of  "  two  "coat  "  work  with  a  grey 
sand  finish,  rubbed  smooth  for  painting.  The  ceilings,  casings  and 
b;ise  throughout  are  of  selected,  kiln-dried  pine.  The  doors  are  also 
of  pine.  The  flooring  of  the  corridor  is  of  selected,  kiln-dried  maple, 
laid  in  two  and  a  half  (2^)  inch  strjps  upon  a  sub-floor  of  matched 
pine.    The  floors  of  the  rooms  were  laid  by  my  predecessor,  and  are 


*  For  eleven  months  only. 
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of  pine,  four  and  a  half  (4|)  inches  wide.  In  the  corridor  the  casings 
consist  of  a  plain  moulding,  stuck  on  solid;  the  base  is  ten  (10)  inches 
high,  tongued  and  grooved  into  a  plinth  and  the  top  finished  with  an 
ogee  moulding,  stuck  on  solid.  The  casings  and  base  in  the  rooms 
are  of  the  same  material,  but  finished  with  a  plain  bevel. 

The  entrance  to  this  ward  is  directly  from  the  yard  through  a  ves- 
tibule, which  is  fitted  up  with  shelving  and  hooks  for  hats  and  coats, 
also  two  rows  of  large  "pigeon  noles"  for  shoes  and  slippers  for  the 
accommodation  of  patients  when  going  to  and  from  their  work.  All 
of  the  wood  work  of  the  ward,  including  .floors  and  ceilings,  is  fin- 
ished with  two  coats  of  wood  preservative,  and  the  wall  with  two  coats 
of  paint,  tinted  blue.  This  ward  is  designed  exclusively  for  patients 
who  can  be  trusted  to  work  outside  of  the  wards.  It  has  a  minimum 
capacity  of  twenty  (20)  patients,  being  about  five  (5)  less  than  it 
was  originally  intended  to  accommodate.  The  lack,  heretofore,  of  a 
suitable  store  room,  bread  room,  etc.,  adjacent  to  the  main  kitchen, 
rendered  it  necessary  to  partition  off  for  that  purpose  that  portion  of 
the  ward  which  is  contiguous  to  the  kitchen.  The  store  room 
thus  obtained  is  conveniently  located,  with  reference  to  the  kitchen, 
and  is  fitted  up  with  shelving,  counter  shelf,  hooks,  etc.  Adjacent  to 
it  is  a  smaller  room  with  shelving  inclosed  for  the  storage  of  shoes 
and  other  articles  that  are  not  desirable  in  a  general  store  room.  These 
rooms,  as  well  as  the  passage  way  which  connects  them  with  the 
kitchen,  are  finished  substantially  in  the  same  manner  as  the  ward 
just  described,  except  that  the  walls  have  not  yet  been  painted. 

The  provision  of  a  special  ward,  on  the  ground  floor,  for  the  work- 
ing patients,  which  has  no  direct  communication  with  any  of  the  other 
wards,  relieves  the  administration  from  what  has  heretofore  been  a 
source  of  anxiety  lest  articles  that  could  be  used  as  weapons,  or  imple- 
ments of  escape,  would  be  smuggled  into  the  wards  by  patients  return- 
ing thereto  from  their  work  outside.  The  floors  of  the  sixth  and 
seventh  wards  have  been  thoroughly  oiled  twice  during  the  year. 

In  the  third  ward,  which  is  now  vacant  for  repairs,  a  new  ceiling 
similar  to  that  in  the  fifth  ward,  and  having,  in  addition,  a  moulded 
and  panelled  cornice,  has  been  provided  in  both  corridor  and  tran- 
septs ;  the  flooring  of  the  corridor  is  being  relaid  in  hard  wood  and 
will  be  completed  in  a  few  days,  after  which  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  paint  the  walls  in  order  to  make  the  ward  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  stone  wall  in  front  of  the  building  has  been  thoroughly  pointed, 
the  stone  piers  of  the  carriage  entrance  on  Wall  street  have  been  re- 
built so  as  to  widen  the  gateway  about  two  (2)  feet,  and  a  new,  sub- 
stantial gate  has  been  provided  at  that  entrance. 

The  dispensary  has  been  removed  from  its  former  inconvenient  loca- 
tion to  the  room  opposite  the  medical  office  and  fitted  up  with  new 
shelving,  shelf-ware,  soap-stone  sink,  etc. 

The  gutters  of  the  roofs  on  the  old  wings  have  been  repaired  and 
painted  throughout. 

Besides  those  mentioned  above,  there  has  been  a  considerable  amount 
of  repairing  of  an  ordinary  kind  done  in  and  about  the  buildings. 

A  considerable  number  of  fruit  and  shade  trees,  also  strawberry, 
asparagus  and  pie-plant  beds  have  been  set  out. 
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The  patients'  dietary  has  been  further  improved  by  the  addition  of 
crackers  and  cheese,  an  increase  in  the  quantify  of  milk  and  eggs  sup- 
plied, and  a  ration  of  butter  twice  daily  instead  of  once  as  heretofore. 

A  few  more  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  general  and  medical 
libraries. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures. 
The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as  follows  : 

For  maintenance  of  unconvicted  patients*   88,489  21 

On  account  of  sundry  sales   77  20 


Total   $8,566  41 


The  aggregate  amount  of  current  expenses  during  the  year  is  • 
$23,747.98,  being  $252.02  less  than  the  amount  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  and  a  reduction  of  $14.77  in  the  cost  per  patient,  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

By  reference  to  Table  No.  16,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  per  capita  cost 
for  the  year  just  closed  is  $105.91  less  than  it  was  in  1876,  and.  with 
the  exception  of  1869,  considerably  below  that  of  any  year  since  1864. 

The  average  yearly  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance  since  the  opening 
of  the  asylum,  twenty  years  ago,  is  $249.47-!-. 

At  the  time  the  appropriation  of  $250,  made  in  1878,  was  asked  for 
to  rebuild  the  green-house,  it  was  thought  that  that  amount  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  but  the  subsequent  discovery  of  serious  de- 
fects in  the  heating  apparatus  rendered  it  apparent  that  the  sum  was 
inadequate,  consequently  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  the  work  until  an 
additional  appropriation  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  an  entirely  new 
green -house  could  be  obtained. 

The  city  water- works  company  having  recently  extended  their  water 
pipes  through  Wall  street,  passing  directly  in  front  of  the  asylum,  I 
would  recommend  that  a  six-inch  water  pipe,  with  a  suitable  cut-off 
valve,  be  laid  from  the  building  direct  to  the  city  main.  At  present 
the  asylum  is  dependent  upon  a  branch  pipe  from  the  prison,  which 
rarely  affords  a  reliable  pressure  for  the  upper  stories,  where,  as  a  rule, 
an  abundant  supply  of  water  is  most  important.  Then,  too,  we  are 
subjected  to  great  embarrassment  as  well  as  liability  to  serious  acci- 
dent whenever,  for  any  reason,  the  water  is  shut  off  at  the  prison. 

The  present  coal  shed  is  not  only  too  small  but  is  inconveniently 
located  ;  being  so  far  from  the  boiler-house  it  renders  the  wheeling  of 
coal,  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  a  very  laborious  task  for. the  fireman, 
while  the  space  it  occupies  could  without  great  expense  Be  converted 
into  a  carpenter  shop,  which  is  very  much  needed.  I  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  the  early  erection  of  a  coal  shed  of  sufficient  capacity 
to  hold  a  year's  supply.  It  would  be  well  located  if  erected  just  south 
of  the  present  coal  vault,  from  which  it  could  then  be  directly  reached. 

The  outside  of  the  west  wall  needs  pointing  to  complete  its  con- 
struction, and,  in  this  connection,  I  would  suggest  the  importance  of 
increasing  the  height  of  the  north  and  west  walls  at  their  junction, 
the  raised  portion  to  extend  twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  iu  either  direction 
from  the  point  of  union.    The  walls  at  that  point,  being  only  about 


i_*  Persons  who  have  either  been  acquitted,  or  not  tried,  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 
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eight  (8)  feet  high,  can  be  scaled  with  ease  by  patients,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  on  several  occasions,  while  a  stairway  which  has  been 
erected  against  the  outside  of  the  wall  affords  a  landing  upon  the 
coping  for  a  class  of  persons  who  are  attracted  there  by  idle  curiosity. 

If  the  State  could  purchase  the  small  house  and  lot  which  constitute 
the  premises  on  which  the  stairway  referred  to  is  erected,  it  would  ex- 
clude private  ownership  of  any  land  contiguous  to  the  wall,  which 
would  doubtless  be  of  advantage  to  the  asylum. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  inmates  and  the  retention,  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  dangerous,  of  a  number  of  patients  whose  terms 
of  sentence  have  expired,  call  for  the  provision  of  additional  strong 
rooms.  These  should  be  located  in  the  new  wing  where  they  could  be 
arranged  similar  to  the  two  already  in  the  seventh  ward.  It  is  also  de- 
sirable that  the  windows  on  the  west  side  of  the  new  wing  be  made 
more  secure  by  the  addition  of  inside  screens,  to  be  locked  at  night. 

The  erection  of  a  fire-escape  stairway  on  the  east  side  of  the  building, 
as  recommended  in  my  last  report,  and  which  is  now  begun,  promises  to 
be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  property,  and  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  a  similar  structure  on  the  west  side  of  the  center  building. 

An  appropriation  should  be  made  for  furniture,  table  ware,  etc.,  for 
the  superintendent's  apartments.  Having  personally  supplied  the 
apartments  of  the  superintendent  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
furniture  they  now  contain,  its  removal  therefrom  will  leave  some  of 
them  scantily  furnished. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  ($100)  dollars  could  be  expended  to  good 
advantage  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  periodicals  for  the  asylum. 

The  following  summary  of  the  above  recommendations  shows  the 
several  amounts,  based  on  careful  estimates,  that  are  considered  neces- 


sary to  carry  them  out.* 

Additional  sum  to  rebuild  green-house   $300  00 

Connections  for  water  supply   200  00 

Pointing  wall  and  raising  same    1,000  00 

For  strong  rooms  and  window  screens   1,000  00 

For  coal  shed  and  carpenter  shop   1,100  00 

For  stairway  and  fire  escape   900  00 

For  furnishing  superintendent's  apartments   500  00 

For  books  and  periodicals   100  00 


Total    $5,100  00 


Religious  services  have  been  conducted  in  the  chapel  as  usual  by 
Chaplain  Searls,  and  occasionally  by  Rev.  Thomas  Stacy,  to  both  of 
whom  the  asylum  is  under  obligations.  Thanks  are  due  Miss  Nellie 
Sloan  and  the  Misses  Stacey  for  assisting  in  the  singing  at  chapel  ser- 
vice: also  W.  A.  Baker,  Esq.,  of  Auburn,  for  au  unbound  volume  of 
Harper's  Monthly  Magazine  ;  J.  H.  Osborne,  Esq.,  of  Auburn,  for  a  lot 
of  picture  frames  for  the  wards,  and  Miss  J.  L.  Hardy  for  a  bountiful 
supply  of  ice  cream  for  the  patients  on  the  fourth  of  July. 

A  series  of  entertainments,  consisting  of  concerts,  readings  and  a 


*  I  fully  concur  in  the  above  recommendations  for  repairs  and  improvements. 

THEO.  DIMON,  Supt.  elect. 
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theatrical  variety  performance,  was  inaugurated  and  successfully  car- 
ried out  during  the  past  winter  by  the  following  named  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  Auburn  :  Mrs.  G.  Osborne  Letchworth,  Miss  Rose  Stacey, 
Miss  Hattie  Stacey,  Miss  Jennie  Brown,  Miss  T.  Galvin,  Miss  M. 
Heaney,  Madame  Linklater,  the  Misses  Cuykendall,  Miss  Mamie  Sut- 
ton, Messrs.  Marrion,  Travers,  Linklater,  Richardson,  Olheiser  and 
Worden  ;  also  the  B.  S.  D.  R.  C.  Club  of  Auburn  and  Prof.  Schichts' 
Orchestra.  These  entertainments  were  "a  new  departure  "  for  this 
asylum,  which  it  is  pleasant  to  record  as  evidence  of  a  growing  public 
interest  in  its  welfare.  Each  entertainment  was  attended  by  a  large 
portion  of  the  patients,  who  manifested  both  delight  and  appreciation 
by  smiling  faces  and  timely  applause. 

I  would  also  mention,  witli  thanks,  an  "open  air  concert"  given 
to  the  patients  while  in  the  play  grounds  by  that  accomplished  bag- 
pipe player,  L.  D.  Robertson,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Cale- 
donian Club. 

But  few  changes  have  occurred  among  the  employees  during  the 
year.  Those  on  duty  at  the  present  time  are  generally  worthy  of  com- 
mendation for  faithfulness  and  efficiency. 

The  asylum  has  been  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year  by  a 
committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  and  also  several  times  by 
Hon.  John  Ordronaux,  State  Commissioner  in  Lunacy. 

Having  accepted,  as  you  are  aware,  a  call  to  the  superintendency  of 
the  new  asylum  for  the  insane  at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  I  reluctantly 
announce  that  our  official  relations  must  terminate  with  the  close  of 
this  report ;  and  in  severing  the  same  I  would  take  occasion  to  express 
my  obligations  to  yourself  for  the  courtesy  and  evidences  of  confidence 
which  you  have  uniformly  extended  to  me,  and  which  have  served  to 
materially  lessen  the  burden  of  responsibility  involved  in  the  discharge 
of  the  delicate,  arduous  and  oftentimes  trying  duties  incident  to  the 
superintendence  of  an  asylum  for  the  insane.  In  looking  back  over 
the  period  during  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  serving  under  you, 
it  is  pleasant  to  find  that  no  official  act  or  suggestion  of  mine  has 
failed  to  receive  your  approval. 

Hoping  for  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  great  department  of 
which  you  are  the  head,  and  trusting  that  the  asylum  may  increase  in 
usefulness  under  the  management  of  my  respected  successor,  1  hereby 
transfer  it  to  his  keeping. 

CARLOS  F.  MACDONALD,  M.  D., 

Superintendent. 

Auburn,  N.  Y,  October  1,  1879. 


CHAPLAIN'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Hon.  Lours  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons: 

Dear  Sir  —  I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  this  brief  report  of  the  religi- 
ous services  we  conduct  in  the  State  Asylum  for  Insane  Criminals  on 
the  Sabbath. 

We  are  wont  to  gather  in  the  chapel  at  twelve  and  a-half  o'clock, 
P.  m. ,  and  observe  the  usual  order  of  religious  services.  Of  course  our 
exercises  have  to  be  very  brief  and  simple.  We  sing,  and-  read  the 
scriptures,  and  follow  the  reading  with  remarks  upon  the  same.  The 
very  best  of  order  is  observed  by  the  patients;  I  wonder,  as  we  con- 
duct the  services,  that  men  and  women  so  disturbed  in  mind  will  be 
so  quiet  while  in  the  chapel. 

The  worthy  superintendent,  Dr.  C.  F.  MacDonald,  with  his  assistant, 
and  several  attendants  are  present.  The  whole  seems  to  have  the  best 
of  influence  on  the  minds  of  the  patients. 

Dr.  McDonald  has  manifested  rare  qualifications  for  the  position  of 
superintendent  of  this  institution.  It  is  with  regret  on  the  part  of 
the  patients,  and  all  concerned  with  the  asylum,  that  we  part  with 
the  doctor,  as  he  goes  to  his  new  field,  and  thus  gives  place  to  another. 

The  best  wishes  of  all  go  with  him.  We  may,  however,  congratu- 
late ourselves,  that  one  so  able  as  Dr.  Dimon  has  been  selected  by 
you  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  departure  of  Dr.  MacDonald. 
<  Throughout  the  whole  institution  we  cannot  fail  to  see  marked 
improvement  and  evidences  of  care.  These  things  speak  well  for  the 
civilization  of  our  times,  that  amid  the  confusion  and  haste  of  the 
multitude,  the  poor  and  infirm  have  the  tender  care  of  the  State. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

WM.  SEARLS, 

Chaplain. 

Auburn,  Sept.  30,  1879. 
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REPORT 

OF  STATE  AGENT  FOK  DISCHARGED  CONVICTS. 


Office  of  the  State  Agent  ) 
for  Discharged  Convicts.  \ 
,         Auburn,  January  1,  1880.  } 

Hon.  Louis  D.  Pilsbury, 

Superintendent  of  State  Prisons  : 

Sir  —  The  undersigned  entered  upon  the  duties  of  State  agent  for 
discharged  convicts  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1879. 

The  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted  of  the.  work  doue, 
and  moneys  expended  from  that  date  to  December  31,  1879  : 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  October  1, 


1879,  unexpended  February  15,  1879   $3,839  91 

Appropriation  for  year  ending  October  1, 1880   5,000  00 


Total   $8,839  91 

Total  of  expenditures  for  aid  to  discharged  convicts, 
and  expenses  of  agent  (not  including  salary)  as  per 

monthly  reports  filed  in  comptroller's  office   4,053  87 


Balance  to  credit  of  agency  January  1,  18S0   $4,786  04 


I  have  visited  each  of  the  State  prisons,  viz. :  Auburn,  Sing  Sing 
and  Cliuton,  once  in  each  month  as  required  by  law. 

During  the  term  above  reported,  opportunity  has  been  given  each 
prisoner  soon  to  be  discharged  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  sentence  to  confer  with  the  agent  personally.  Less  than  twenty 
have  refused  to  advise  with  me. 

The  office  of  the  agency  is  located  at  Auburn  prison,"  where  letters 
to  the  agent  should  be  addressed.  One  of  the  inmates  of  the  prison 
has  performed  the  duties  of  clerk.  Without  an  efficient  and  compe- 
tent person  in  that  position  it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  prop- 
erly conduct  the  business  of  the  agency,  as  the  agent  cannot  remain 
at  any  one  prison  more  than  a  few  days  in  any  one  month. 

Every  assistance  possible  lias  been  rendered  me  by  the  wardens  and 
other  officers  connected  with  the  different  prisons.  I  wish  through  you 
to  express  to  them  my  thanks  for  the  uniform  courtesy  with  which  I 
have  been  received  and  the  facilities  afforded  me  to  transact  my  busi- 
ness. It  is  strictly  within  the  limits  of  this  report  to  inform  you  that 
the  above  named  officers  have  shown  great  interest  in  recommending 
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favorably  those  prisoners,  who  in  their  opinion  could  be  advanta- 
geously assisted  through  this  agency,  and  have  furnished  me  with 
valuable  information  regarding  the  character,  conduct  and  past  history 
of  those  applying  for  aid. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that,  living  as  they  do  in  constant  contact 
with  these  unfortunates  and  forced  to  constant  vigilance,  to  protect 
themselves  against  imposture  and  deceit,  sympathy  for  the  deserving- 
prisoner  is  rarely  refused. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  this  agency  should  work  in  harmony 
with  the  management  of  the  different  prisons.  In  most  cases  the  only 
sources  of  information  available  to  the  agent  are  the  warrant  of  com- 
mitment showing  the  nature  of  the  crime  and  the  term  of  punish- 
ment, the  record  showing  the  number  of  terms  served,  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  prisoner  himself. 

It  is  needless  to  enlarge  on  the  untrustworthy  nature  of  this  latter 
source.  In  this  view,  and  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  agent  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
advantage  that  would  in  my  opinion  result  from  a  system  of  keeping 
a  full  record  of  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners.  A  record  is  now  kept 
of  the  punishments.  This  is  the  only  official  information  available  to 
me.  If  a  record  was  kept  based  on  the  daily  or  monthly  report  of 
each  keeper  of  the  prisoners  under  his  immediate  supervision,  it  would 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  deserving  and  invaluable  as  a  help  to  this 
agency.  While  as  above  stated  the  officers  do  all  in  their  power,  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  can  form  an  accurate  opinion  of 
the  character  of  so  large  a  number  of#men,  as  are  discharged  from  the 
different  prisons  each  month.  The  number  is  often  over  sixty  from 
one  prison.  A  prison  with  over  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  convicts  is 
a  busy  place,  a  large  village.  Sometimes,  perhaps  oftener  so  than 
otherwise,  the  most  faithful  are  the  least  known.  Their  close  attention 
to  their  duties  keeps  them  from  the  especial  notice  of  the  warden  and 
higher  officials. 

When  about  to  be  discharged,  they  have  no  record  to  appeal  to  ex- 
cept that  they  have  never  been  punished. 

As  I  have  felt  the  want  of  some  such  assistance  in  deciding  how  to 
act  in  the  individual  cases,  you  will  pardon  the  suggestion. 

If,  in  addition  to  the  keeping  of  such  a  record,  a  certificate  was  given 
each  man,  at  the  time  of  his  discharge,  of  his  grade  of  conduct  during 
his  term  of  imprisonment,  it  would  afford  to  the  deserving  the  readiest 
and  most  trustworthy  recommendation  possible  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

You  would  be  a  far  better  judge  as  to  how  far  the  desire  to  obtain  a 
favorable  report  would  help  to  maintain  the  discipline  of  the  prison. 

This  agency  was  established  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed 
June,  1877. 

This  is  the  second  annual  report. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  office  is  an  experiment.  In  Great 
Britain,  and  France  more  especially,  the  government  in  various  ways 
exercises  some  control  over  discharged  convicts,  and  renders  them  more 
or  less  assistance  in  their  effort  to  return  to  the  ranks  of  useful  citi- 
zens. In  this  State  voluntary  associations  have  forestalled  the  action 
of  the  State  and  are  rendering  valuable  service.  Yet  all  private  efforts 
must  be  limited,  or  at  the  best  be  supplementary  to  the  State. 
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There  can  be  no  question,  even  in  a  financial  view,  of  the  policy  of 
systematic  effort  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a  clannish  horde  of  pro- 
fessional criminals. 

Much  has  been  done  in  the  last  few  years  to  improve  the  discipline 
of  the  prisons  in  this  State,  conspicuously  so  since  the  inauguration  of 
the  present  system.  The  prisons  are  no  longer  first  class  training 
schools  for  the  criminals. 

When  all  has  been  accomplished  in  that  line  possible  to  be  done,  it 
still  remains  for  the  State  to  afford  to  the  man  just  restored  to  liberty 
help  to  regain  his  position  as  a  good  citizen.  It  is  a  duty  that  cannot 
be  ignored. 

For  your  information,  as  head  of  the  prison  management  of  this 
State,  as  well  as  for  the  information  of  those  who  are  interested  in 
I  knowing  how  the  State  provisions  for  the  relief  of  discharged  prisoners 
are  administered,  I  will,  as  briefly  as  possible,  state  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  attempted  to  discharge  the  duties  of  this  office.  Every 
prisoner,  within  sixty  days  of  the  time  of  his  expected  discharge,  has 
been  notified  of  my  desire  to  confer  with  him,  and  permission  given  by 
his  keeper  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity.  In  a  private  interview 
he  is  assured  of  the  desire  of  the  agent  to  aid  him  in  any  well-directed 
effort  to  retrieve  his  reputation  and  become  a  respectable  citizen.  He 
is  assured  that  this  interview  will  be  strictly  confidential,  a  promise, 
it  is  needless  to  add,  always  respected.  At  this  interview  every  ma- 
terial fact  connected  with  his  previous  history,  what  relations  he  has 
and  where  they  reside,  their  ability  and  willingness  to  help  him.  his 
previous,  trade  and  occupation,  etc.,  is  ascertained  as  far  as  possible, 
and  an  accurate  memorandum  made. 

The  per  centage  of  these, while  in  confinement,  intending  or  desiring 
to  rengw  their  former  criminal  pursuits  is  much  less,  in  my  judgment, 
than  generally  supposed. 

That  of  those  who  do  return  to  a  life  of  crime  the  large  proportion 
are  urged  on  by  a  sense  of  shame,  a  feeling  of  desperation,  want  of 
good  and  presence  of  bad  associates,  there  can  be  little  doubt. 

The  most  of  those  I  talk  with  are,  with  more  or  less  earnestness, 
desirous  of  being  furnished  with  steady  work  immediately  on  their 
release.  It  is  one  of  my  experiences  in  dealing  with  these  unfortunate 
men,  that  while  all  ask  for  and  in  most  cases  really  need  pecuniary 
aid,  by  far  the  larger  number  are  more  earnest  in  their  request  for  as- 
sistance in  getting  work  and  advice  where  to  go  and  how  to  obtain  it. 
No  man  is  more  helpless  in  the  race  for  subsistence  than  the  newly 
discharged  convict.  The  knowledge  of  this,  for  theykeeinly  appreciate 
the  fact,  is  a  heavy  weight  on  the  energies  of  those  anxious  to  retrieve 
their  past  that  crushes  many.    Who  can  doubt  it  ? 

It  has  been  my  policy  to  pay  out  as  little  money  directly  to  the  men 
as  possible. 

I  have  an  arrangement  by  which  men  on  my  order  are  boarded  and 
lodged  in  New  York  at  about  twenty-five  cents  per  day.  In  this  way 
a  large  number  of  those  returning  to  that  city  are  provided  with  a  tem- 
porary place  of  refuge  immediately  on  their  arrival,  and  time  afforded 
them  to  seek  employment.  The  expense  is  trifling  compared  with  the 
number  thus  assisted.  Many  men  have  been  shipped  as  seamen  from 
these  boarding-houses.  When  necessary,  a  few  dollars  have  been  ex- 
pended in  procuring  them  a  sailor's  outfit.    A  number  have  secured 
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remunerative  employment  in  various  kinds  of  labor.  Very  few  remain 
over  two  or  three  days.  When  expedient,  a  few  dollars'  worth  of  tools 
are  provided,  when  they  are  required  by  the  employer.  I  believe  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that  no  person  discharged  from  the  State  prisons 
during  my  term  of  office,  and  going  to  New  York  city,  has  been  tempted 
to  the  commission  of  crime  from  want  of  good  or  suitable  effort  on  the 
part  of  this  agency  to  obtain  employment  for  him. 

In  this  part  of  my  work,  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Stephen  Cut- 
ter, the  general  agent  of  the  prison  association  of  New  York.  It  is  my 
duty,  as  well  as  my  great  pleasure,  thus  publicly  to  acknowledge  the 
valuable  service  he  has  rendered.  He  has  never,  in  a  single  instance, 
refused  or  neglected  to  help  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  agent  in  be- 
stowing help,  and  has  in  many  cases  acted  for  me  in  disbursing  the 
money  or  procuring  the  different  articles  assigned  by  me  to  different 
men.  The  agency  has  thus  been  secured  against  ihe  always  imminent 
danger  of  misapplication  of  the  funds  donated.  I  have  been  in  fre- 
quent correspondence  with  Mr.  Cutter,  and  availed  myself  largely  of 
his  great  experience  in  matters  closely  connected  with  the  objects  for 
which  this  agency  was  established. 

At  my  request,  and  on  furnishing  a  certificate  of  the  good  conduct 
of  the  man  while  in  prison,  several  establishments  have  taken  back 
into  service  their  former  workmen,  though  convicted  of  theft  or  bur- 
glary, when  previously  in  their  employ. 

In  one  instance,  I  assisted  a  man  to  make  a  first  payment  for  the 
purchase  of  a  horse  and  cart,  to  resume  his  former  occupation.  In 
this  way,  he  has  not  only  provided  for  himself  but  provided  support 
for  a  large  family.  I  am  informed  he  is  doing  well.  Quite  a  large 
number  have  been  furnished  with  tools  necessary  to  commence  work 
at  their  trade.  In  most  of  the  above  cases,  positions  have  been  pro- 
cured for  them  before  the  time  of  their  release,  so  that  they  could  at 
once  provide  for  themselves.  When  the  amount  allowed  by  the  State 
for  transportation  has  bpen  insufficient,  at  their  request  the  requisite 
amount  has  been  added,  aud  a  ticket  furnished  tneni  to  place  of  des- 
tination. 

I  am  able  to  report  that  places  can  be  readily  secured  for  all  men 
who  have  any  trade.  In  all  cases  transportation  has  been  provided, 
in  the  manner  above  stated,  to  those  for  whom  employment  has  been 
provided.  It  is  not  desirable  to  mention  names  or  places,  as  every 
pains  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  sad  event  of  their  life  from  being 
known.  It  is  as  much  for  the  interest  of  the  employer  as  for  the  em- 
ployed. Were  this  not  the  case,  I  would  be  glad  to  name  some  of  those 
who  are  doing  a  great  service  to  the  State,  as  well  as  the  individuals 
who,  through  their  kind  interest  and  assistance,  are  now  leadiug  lives 
of  sobriety  and  industry. 

I  have  no  desire  to  express  my  opinion  on  the. mooted  question  of 
convict  labor.  It  is,  however,  proper  for  me  to  say  that  those  convicts, 
who,  during  their  prison  life,  are  disciplined  to  habits  of  regular  daily 
work,  and  are  educated  to  use  their  hands  and  brains  in  some  useful 
tracfe,  are  less  liable  to  relapse  into  their  former  vicious  habits  than 
those  who  leave  the  prison  walls  with  no  well  defined  means  oC  attain- 
ing a  livelihood.  Skilled  labor  is  always  in  demand,  and,«with  that 
class,  the  only  question  is  their  willingness  to  accept  and  the  amount 
of  assistance  which  should  be  given.    I  have  found  a  large  number  of 


118 


[Assembly 


cases  that  have  caused  me  great  anxiet}r,  and  taxed  my  ingenuity  to 
the  utmost,  to  find  some  way  in  which  the  State  provisions  could  be, 
applied  to  their  aid. 

A  weak  mind,  a  weak  will  and  worthless  disposition  contribute  the 
make-up  of  a  large  class  of  criminals  who  drift  into  a  life  of  crime 
when  brought  within  reach  of  bad  influences,  while,  under  other  influ- 
ences, they  would  simply  form  that  part  of  every  community  called 
clever  fellows.  I  am  at  a  toss  in  what  other  way  to  deal  with  this  class 
than  to  try  and  change  their  surroundings,  and,  by  keeping  them  from 
returning  to  their  old  haunts,  give  them  the  opportunity  of  healthier, 
at  least  new,  influences.  This  is  all  that  can  be  done  for  them  with 
the  means  now  at  my  command.  It  has  been  my  endeavor,  as  far  as 
possible,  to  encourage  these  men  when  sent  from  the  large  cities,  either 
to  seek  employment  in  the  country,  especially  on  farms,  or,  if  not  suited 
to  that  kind  of  labor,  to  leave  the  State,  not  with  any  view  to  rid  the 
State  of  them,  but  to  put  as  great  a  distance  as  possible  between  them 
and  their  former  associates.  A  number  of  men,  from  the  advice  and 
with  the  assistance  furnished  by  the  agency,  have  secured  situations  on 
farms,  and,  as  far  as  1  can  learn,  are  doing  well.  I  have  resorted  to 
various  devices  to  provide' for  others;  the  main  effort  being  to  keep 
them  from  returning  to  their  former  homes.  At  least  fifty  per  cent  of 
those  about  to  be  discharged  intend  going  to  New  York  city,  even  a 
large  number  of  those  who  never  before  resided  there.  There  is  a  gen- 
eral impression  that  their  past  disgrace  will  be  easier  concealed,  or,  if 
known,  work  less  injury  to  them  than  elsewhere  in  the  State.  It  has 
been  my  constant  effort  to  pr-event  this  steady  flow  of  criminals  to  that 
city.  Many  who  go  there  have  no  other  acquaintance  than  that  made 
within  the  prison  walls,  and  make  a  sure t  addition  to  the  criminal 
population. 

The  exercise  of  some  surveillance  over  discharged  convicts  will  un- 
doubtedly, before  many  years,  be  brought  before  the  legislature  by 
those  much  more  competent  to  advise  than  myself.  But  awaiting  such 
action,  something  might  be  done  at  the  present  time  to  remedy  this 
constantly  growing  evil. 

As  at  present  constituted,  the  influence  of  the  agency  ends  with  the 
discharge  of  the  convict.  The  agent  must  rest  upon  promises.  Good 
resolutions  formed  in  the  silent  cell,  or  in  the  lines  of  enforced  labor, 
and  while  smarting  under  the  shame  of  a  prison  garb  and  the  restraints 
of  prison  discipline,  are  doubtless  in  most  cases  genuine.  And  I  am 
often  forced  to  acknowledge  the  earnestness  of  the  desire  to  reform, 
while  doubting  the  ability  of  the  man  to  resist  temptatron.  While  in 
such  a  mood,  the  prisoner  is  easily  brought  to  promise  to  accept 
proper  advice  and  make  promises  for  the  future,  which  he  at  the! 
time  inteuds,  but  too  often  does  not  keep.  A  little  help  in  the  way 
of  compulsion,  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  him  as  well  as  to  the' 
State. 

It,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  great  mistake  in  our  penal  system  to  make 
so  sudden  a  change  from  galling  imprisonment  to  unrestrained 
freedom.  Liberty  is  too  suddenly  thrust  upon  the  convict  of  ordi- 
nary character.  In  the  absence  of  any  general  legislation  on  this 
point,  I  have  cast  about  for  some  means  by  which  some  little  control 
could  be  retained  over  the  immediate  acts  of  the  ex-convict. 

The  law  provides  a  commutation  of  a  part  of  the  sentence  for  good 
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behavior.  This  commutation  becomes  effectual  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  warden  to  the  Governor,  who  then  grants  his  pardon  to  the 
convict.  The  object  of  this  commutation  was  to  assist  in  maintain- 
ing discipline  in  the  prison.  The  time  thus  commuted  is  a  free  gift 
from  the  State  of  service  due,  but  not  rendered ;  and  in  making  the  gift 
•regard  might  be  had  to  the  future  as  well  as  the  past  of  the  convict. 
This  law  might  be  so  amended  that  in  cases  suggested  by  the  State 
ageut  and  in  all  cases  where  a  convict  has  been  twice  sentenced  from 
the  same  county,  the  commutation  be  granted  on  the  condition  that  he 
shall  not,  during  the  unexpired  term,  reside  in  or  visit  the  county 
from  which  he  was  sentenced ;  if  he  violates  such  conditions  he  be 
liable  to  immediate  arrest  and  made  to  serve  the  balance  of  his  term. 
I  feel  sanguine  that  such  a  condition  would  work  no  hardship,  but  on 
the  contraryJ  be  the  means  of  reforming  many  men,  and  would,  in  some 
measure,  prevent  herding  together  of  lawless  men  in  the  large  cities, 
especially  in  'iNew  York.  It  would  further  assist  the  agent  in  testing 
the  sincerity  of  the  promises  made  by  a  prisoner  if  the  help  given 
was  made  subject  to  his  agreeing  to  accept  such  conditional  commuta- 
tion. 

The  law  providing  for  the  commutation  of  sentences  for  good  be- 
havior has  had  the  further  effect  of  making  the  time  of  discharge  of 
prisoners  occur  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  It  is  expensive  to  the  State 
and  injurious  to  the  criminal  to  receive  his  discharge  during  the  late 
fall  or  winter  months.  A  newly  released  convict  requires  more  ex- 
pensive clothing  to  protect  him  against  the  sudden  change  from  the 
uniformity  of  prison  atmosphere  to  which  he  has  been  so  long  time 
subjected ;  employment  at  this  time  is  with  some  difficulty  obtained 
while  the  expense  of  living  is  greatly  increased. 

Disclosures  made  upon  the  examination  of  two  separate  cases 
induce  me  to  suggest  some  provision  for  the  separation  of  prisoners 
sentenced  at  the.  same  time  and  for  the  same  offense.  The  intimacy  or 
friendship  formed  before  entering  the  prison  will  be  in  some  measure 
continued  and  borne  in  mind  while  in  sighf  of  and  working  near  each 
other,  and  the  prisoners  are  discharged  not  strangers  but  really  com- 
rades as  of  old  in  infamy  and  disgrace,  and  each  with  full  knowledge 
of  the  degradation  and  shame  to  which  the  other  has  been  subjected, 
thus  in  fact  doubling  the  difficulty  of  reformation  by  either  against  the 
will  of  the  other,  if  indeed  they  do  not  at  once  return  together  to 
their  former  haunts,  meditating  new  and  well-formed  crimes. 

Companionship  in  crime,  like  companionship  in  any  other  pursuit, 
is  seductive  and  all  powerful,  whether  its  object  be  for  good  or  for 
evil.  This  difficulty  might  be  partially  remedied  by  the  term  of  sen- 
tence being  so  determined  that  some  time,  if  not  more  than  one 
month,  intervened  between  the  times  of  their  release.  This  would 
not  in  most  cases  be  contrary  to  the  rules  of  exact  justice,  as  accused 
parties  are  seldom  guilty  in  precisely  the  same  degree,  though  charged 
with  complicity  in  the  same  offense. 

The  number  of  men  discharged  from  the  State  prisons  (other  than 
those  pardoned)  during  my  term  of  office,  ten  and  a  half  months,  is 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-four.  I  have  personally  advised  Avith  each 
one  of  them  (with  the  exception  of  less  than  twenty,  as  above  stated, 
who  refused  to  confer  with  me).    I  have  given  pecuniary  assistance 
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to  509.  A  small  proportion  do  not  need  money;  nearly  all  desire  and 
in  various  ways  require  some  service  from  the  agency.  In  many 
instances,  after  ascertaining  the  past  history  of  the  prisoner,  I  have 
written  or  personally'seen  some  member  of  his  family  and  tried  to 
interest  them  in  making  some  exertion  to  help  their  unfortunate  rela- 
tion, especially  urging  that  they  should  immediately,  on  his  release, 
take  him  to  their  homes  with  words  of  forgiveness  and  kindness. 
When  friends  have  beeu  lost  sight  of,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  discover  them  before  the  date  of  the  prisoner's 
release.  In  one  case  the  address  of  an  only  sister  (the  parents  were 
dead)  was  obtained  for  an  only  brother.  She  was  living  in  a  western 
city.  He  was  living  some  distance  from  her  at  the  time  of  his  con- 
viction, and  she  had  lost  all  trace  of  him,  not  having  learned  of  his 
disgrace  She  was  a  servant  girl,  and  after  vain  efforts  to  trace  her 
lost  brother,  had  gone  west  in  search  of  employment.  With  some 
trouble,  but  no  expense,  her  address  was  obtained.  Her  letter  to  me, 
asking  that  I  send  him  to  her,  promising  to  assist  him  from  her  small 
earnings,  showing  such  a  depth  of  feeling  for  the  welfare  of  her 
brother,  that  I  had  no  hesitation  in  granting  her  request.  It  is  super- 
scribed, "  I  remain  to  my  poor  brother  his  ever  loving  sister,  and  to 
you,  kind  sir,  a  poor  girl  asking  a  favor  which  will  never  be  forgotten." 

In  addition  to  the  money,  his  duo  for  transportation,  I  added  816 
to  procure,  him  a  passage  and  food  on  the  route.  I  received  a  letter 
from  him  about  two  weeks  after  his  arrival,  stating  that  he  was  em- 
ployed in  a  laundry,  closing,  {i  I  will  work  for  any  thing  before  I  would 
go  back  to  prison." 

 desired  only  advice  and  information.  He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable ability,  but  with  no  particular  means  of  applying  it  to 
obtaining  a  livelihood.  I  was  enabled  to  direct  him  how  and  where  to 
ask  for  employment.  He  has  since  written  me  that  he  is  doing  well 
with  good  prospects  for  the  future.    No  expense  incurred  in  this  case. 

 was  given  $8,  was  a  good  penman,  but  had  no  business  experi- 
ence. He  writes  "  I  cherish  the  recollection  of  you,  and  your  kind- 
ness when  I  was  in  need.  *  *  *  Your  kind  assistance  sustained 
me  until  by  my  indomitable  will  and  perseverance  I  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  position.  I  am  now  on  a  good  road.  *  *  *  "  In  this 
case  I  wrote  his  former  employer.  The  offense  of  which  this  man 
was  convicted  was  embezzling  goods  from  his  employer.    I  received 

the  following  answer:     I  have  nothing  but  kindest  feelings  for  , 

although  he  did  me  a  great  injury.  *  *  *  If  he  will  come  to  me 
I  will  see  what  I  can  do  for  him.  *  *  *  Am  very  mrt£h  obliged 
for  the  interest  taken  by  you  in  his  welfare,  also  for  letter  sent  me." 
The  man  is  now  at  steady  work  at  his  former  place.  No  pecuniary 
help  given. 

 had  been  only  a  short  time  in  this  country.    His  family 

reside  in  England.    His  case  was  represented  to  ,  agent  of  one 

of  the  transatlantic  lines  of  steamers,  and  free  passage,  with  food,  was 
generously  given  him.    No  pecuniary  help  given. 

 received  $10  assistance.    He  had  been  employed  at  a 

railroad  station  in  some  capacity.  At  the  request  of  this  agency,  he 
was  provided  with  work.  The  $10  was  given  to  enable  him  to  avail 
himself  of  this  opportunity.  He  writes :'  "  Would  like  to  hear  from 
you,  for  yonr  kindness  toward  me  I  shall  never  forget."  He  is  at 
work. 


No.  21.] 


121 


 ,  a  stone  cutter ;  gave  tools  to  value  of  $10,  and  $2  in  money  ; 

also  procured  a  place  for  him  to  work  at  his  trade.  Some  ten  days 
after,  received  a  letter  from  him  stating  that  he  had  been  sick  and 
obliged  to  pawn  his  tools  for  $3 ;  took  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
this  statement;  advanced  him  $3.    He  is  now  recovered  and  at  work. 

 ,  a  shoemaker;  gave  him  $2.    He  writes  me:  "1  have  got  a 

good  place  and  am  doing  well ;  for  the  $2  you  gave  me  I  am  very 
thankful ;  am  making  from  $2  to  82.50  per  day." 

 .    This  man  was  promised  $5.    By  some  accident  the  receipt 

of  the  money  was  delayed  a  few  days ;  he  wrote  me  an  angry  letter. 
On  receiving  the  letter  containing  the  money  a  day  or  so  after  he  had 
written  me,  he  wrote  a  second  time  pleading  in  excuse  for  his  former 
letter  his  desperate  circumstances.  "  I  will  be  working  to-morrow  or 
the  next  day,  the  wages  are  small  but  it  will  enable  me  to  live  respect- 
ful, so  good-bye  for  the  present,  and  remember  me  as  a  reformed  man, 
that  has  the  whole  world  to  battle  with ;  you  have  my  gratitude  and 
thanks  always." 

 .    On  correspondence  with  his  uncle,  who  had  thrown  him 

off  (he  had  no  parents  living)  as  beyond  hope,  the  uncle  was  induced 
to  try  him  again.  He  has  returned  to  his  uncle's  house;  result 
unknown.    No  expense. 

 .    In  this  case  a  letter  was  received  from  his  mother,  in 

answer  to  one  written  from  this  office  asking  association  to  find  work 
for  him.  This  was  accomplished  at  a  trifling  expense  for  outfit  —  $5. 
He  is  doing  fairly. 

 .  1  note  the  lollowing  correspondence  with  his  uncle:  "I 

have  just  written  the  young  man  bidding  him  come  to  me  when  his 
term  expires,  until  we  can  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done,  etc.  *  * 
In  closing,  you  will  permit  me  to  say  that  the  kindly  tone  of  your 
letter,  and  the  interest  expressed  in  this  one  case,  quite  warmed  our 
hearts  towards  the  State  officials,  who  are  generally  supposed  to  be  devoid 
of  any  feeling  but  severity  towards-  the  unfortunate  creatures  under 
their  care." 

I  would  here  say  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  to  awaken  an  interest 
among  the  prisoners  themselves,  in  the  efforts  made  by  the  State  to 
assist,  assuring  them  that  while  imprisonment  is  intended  as  a  deserved 
punishment  for  criminal  acts,  the  debt  is  discharged  on  their  release, 
and  no  reasonable  effort  will  be  spared  to  help  them  to  make  up  for 
past  disgrace  and  suffering. 

There  is  no  question  that  this  agency  in  the  beginning  of  its  work 
was  looked  upou  with  distrust  by  the  prisoners,  and  many  were  disin- 
clined to  hold  an  interview  with  the  agent.  This  feeling  is  rapidly 
passing  away.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  indifference  that  a  man  leaves  the 
prison  walls  with  a  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the  State,  rather  than  filled 
with  that  intense  hatred  begotten  by  punishment,  however  justly  de- 
served. The  short  time  in  which  I  have  been  connected  with  this 
agency  forbids  any  extended  report  of  results.  In  all  cases  where  as- 
sistance is  given,  the  person  is  provided  with  a  stamped  envelope  with 
my  address  printed  thereon,  accompanied  with  an  earnest  request  that 
he  should,  within  a  reasonable  time,  write  the  agent,  giving  a  full 
account  of  his  proceedings  since  leaving  the  prison.  By  this  means  I 
have  received  a  large  number  of  letters,  all  expressing  thanks  for  the 
aid  received,  and  generally  containing  assurance  of  good  prospects  for 
the  future.    In  only  one  or  two  instances  have  I  been  applied  to  for 
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additional  relief.  These  cases  I  referred  to  Mr.  Cutter,  who  made  a 
careful  investigation  and  advised  in  one  case  that  the  request  be 
granted.  Specimen  extracts  are  given  above.  As  far  as  practical  I 
have  kept  up  the  correspondence.  There  is  no  other  means  at  my 
command  by  which  I  can  ascertain  results.  To  say  the  least,  the  ex- 
perience thus  acquired  will  save  the  agency  from  many  mistakes  and 
furnish  material  for  deciding  upon  the  method  to  be  pursued  in  many 
cases.  Time  alone  can  decide  the  permanent  result  in  the  individual 
case. 

I  do  not  wish  to  claim  for  the  agency  more  than  it  deserves  or  ad- 
vance vague  opinions.  But  I  do  believe  that  the  people  of  this  State 
are  reaping  benefits,  social  and  financial,  in  the  work  done  by  this 
agency  vastly  disproportionate  to  the  amount  expended. 

I  have  visited,  as  often  as  my  other  duties  would  permit,  the  peni- 
tentiaries, houses  of  refuge,  the  State  Reformatory  at  Elmiraand  some 
of  the  other  prisons. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  only  claim  an  honest  effort  to  faithfully 
carry  into  effect  the  intent  of  the  Legislature  in  creating  this  office. 
Any  man  may  fairly  admit  that  he  has  made  and  will  continue  to  make 
many  mistakes  in  so  delicate  and  responsible  a  position.  No  attempt 
has  been  made  to  carry  out  any  pet  theory.  The  funds  under  my  con- 
trol have  been  expended  in  the  manner  that  in  my  judgment  would  do 
the  most  good.  Every  case  has  been  separately  considered  and  acted 
upon  in  a  practical  manner,  looking  only  to  that  individual  case.  The 
labor  connected  with  this  office,  when  properly  conducted,  is  very 
severe.  Considerable  time  is  consumed  in  traveling,  as  the  statute  re- 
quires a  personal  visit  every  month  by  the  agent  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing 
and  Clinton  prisons,  far  removed  from  each  other.  The  correspond- 
ence is  excessively  large,  and  much  time  must  be  occupied  in  looking 
up  and  verifying  statements  made  by  those  applying  for  assistance.  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  spend  from  one  to  two  days  each  month  in' 
New  York,  and  were  it  not  for  the  help  afforded  me  by  Mr.  Cutter, 
above  alluded  to,  one  week's  time  would  be  insufficient.  I  have,  within 
the  last  few  days,  lost  the  services  of  the  clerk  who  has  since  the  first 
institution  of  the  agency  performed  the  office  labor.  Much  extra 
work  has  been  thrown  upon  me  in  consequence. 

The  most  urgent  want  of  this  agency  is  not  the  command  of  a  large 
sum  of  money,  although  that  is  greatly  needed.  To  make  this  office 
thoroughly  efficient,  some  auxiliary  force  should  be  established  in  each 
county  to  follow  up  the  effort  made  to  help  the  released,  to  counsel 
and  advise  him  when  desponding  and  m  trouble,  and  encourage  him 
in  making  a  manly,  persevering  effort  for  reformation. 

The  Prison  Association  of  New  York  is  organized  upon  this  plan. 
The  work  done  in  one  place  is  supplemented  and  carried  on  by  the 
various  local  committees  in  each  county.  In  this  way  persons  sent  oy 
the  association  from  one  place  to  another  are  at  once  placed  under  the 
influence  of  those  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  help  them  iu  start- 
ing in  the  world  anew.  The  amount  of  good  thus  accomplished  is 
beyond  the  power  of  man  to  calculate. 

The  State  owes  a  great  debt  to  those  who  have  so  skillfully  planned 
and  so  nobly  sustained  this  great  philanthropic  scheme. 

I  freely  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  published  experiences 
of  this  association,  the  advantage  of  having  at  all  times  in  its  com- 
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mittee  the  address  of  persons  interested  in  the  work  with  whom  I 
could  correspond,  as  occasion  might  require,  and  the  hearty  sympathy 
in  my  work  of  those  most  active  in  promoting  the  object  of  this  asso- 
ciation. 

In  the  first  annual  report  of  this  agency,  my  predecessor,  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Harris,  has  ably  and  elaborately  disGussed  the  question  of  the 
duty  of  the  State  to  discharged  convicts,  and  the  principle  on  which 
this  agency  was  conducted  during  his  administration.  A  careful  read- 
ing of  this  report  would  remove  the  objections  of  many  now  inclined 
to  doubt  the  importance  of  furthering  the  plan  of  State  aid. 

I  hope  the  results  thus  far  accomplished  by  this  agency,  during  the 
two  years  since  its  first  organization,  will  commend  it  to  the  friendly 
consideration  of  the  people  of  the  State,  that  the  influence  of  the 
agent  will  be  enlarged,  and  generous  appropriation  made,  and  the  plan 
of  work  more  thoroughly  systematized. 

I  utterly  refuse  to  believe  that  the  State  is  helpless  to  prevent  the 
growth  and  perpetuity  of  a  distinct  criminal  class.  The  infirmities 
of  human  nature  will  at  all  times  make  the  occurrence  of  crime  fre- 
quent. Only  a  small  proportion  of  those  guilty  of  offenses  against 
the  laws  are  punished.  The  guilt  of  those  who  escape  punishment  is 
known  only  to  a  few.    The  first  is  generally  the  only  offense.  . 

There  is  no  good  reason  why  the  simple  fact  of  punishment  should 
change  the  once  guilty  into  a  confirmed  outlaw. 

Such  a  result  can  only  follow  when  the  State  first  degrades  and  then 
neglects  the  offender.  An  enlightened  policy  will  temper  punishment 
by  opening  wide  the  door  to  the  once  criminal  to  return.  A  prisoner 
is  a  ward  of  the  State,  aud  when  his  term  of  servitude  is  ended,  he 
is  entitled  to  reasonable  assistance  to  start  anew.  The  aim  should  be 
absorption  into,  not  expulsion  from,  society. 

My  frequent  visits  at  the  different  State  prisons  enable  me  to  bear 
witness  to  the  general  cleanliness,  good  order  and  discipline  that  pre- 
vails in  them  all,  without  exception  ;  and,  what  is  of  greater  interest 
to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  the  hearty  effort  made  by  the 
superior  officers  to  mitigate,  so  far  as  possible,  the  rigors  of  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor. 

Thanking  you  for  your  advice  and  assistance,  so  freely  given  me  at 
all  times  in  my  effort  to  faithfully  discharge  my  official  duties, 
I  remain  very  respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  ROSS, 

State  Agent. 


